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THE VOICE OF FELLOWSHIP            ST. JOHN 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

MASCOUTAH, ILLINOIS 

THE MONTHLY NEWSLETTER                                                         JUNE 2020 

 
 

A NOTE FROM PASTOR HUGH 
 
 

WORSHIP NEVER STOPS… 
 
 
Dear brothers and sisters in Spirit and by faith in Christ: 

WORSHIP SERVICES MAY HAVE BEEN SUSPENDED  but our worship of the Triune God will never cease  -- in fact, 
it will continue in the presence of the Lord in eternity.  Even now our worship joins that of the saints and angels in heaven! 

SINCE WE HAVE NOT BEEN ABLE TO GATHER FOR WORSHIP AT CHURCH SINCE MID MARCH  and may not be 
able to do so under state directives, I am thankful for the technology that allows us to share weekly videos of Word and 
prayer.  Recently, thanks to the movie editing help of Maddie Donovan, we have expanded those to include some hymns, 
a Children’s message, and special music.  I have missed you and look forward to gathering in person, hopefully soon. 

WORSHIP VIDEOS ARE POSTED ON THREE SITES— 

1. our church website     www.saintjohnucc.org  

2. our church Facebook page   https://www.facebook.com/StJohnUCCMascoutah/ 

3. our church’s new YouTube channel   www.youtube  (search for St. John UCC Mascoutah) 

HOWEVER, MY MAJOR CONCERN  is for those who do not have internet access (those with a smartphone have the 
advantage).  So, if you are friends with someone that you can help by lending them your phone when you visit (if you are 
not socially distanced), that would be a blessing to them. Or if they have a DVD player, please let me know and we will 
find a way to get a DVD to them. 

MY OTHER SADNESS HAS BEEN NOT CELEBRATING COMMUNION  not even at Easter.  So, now here are plans for 

HOLY COMMUNION  ON  PENTECOST  MAY 31, 2020  
1. It will be outside our church near the crosses, weather permitting (cancelled in inclement weather)  No seating and 

we will do social distancing of 6 feet. 

2. Groups of no more than 10 persons will gather every 15 minutes from 8:00 am until 12:00 pm. 
You may need to wait until the previous group concludes its brief liturgy for Communion. 

3. Please attend only if you are comfortable participating and showing no covid-19 symptoms. 

4. The elements, including set up, will be handled only by the Pastor. 

5. Individual cups (wine or juice) will be used. 

6. Children are encouraged to participate and receive a blessing. 

Please pass on the plans to others who may not be aware of them.  Looking forward to seeing you on Pentecost as we 
celebrate the Spirit’s power on the “birthday of the Church” even in this limited and restricted way. 

PLEASE SEE THE END OF THIS NEWSLETTER FOR MY REGULAR NEWSLETTER MESSAGE. 

 

http://www.saintjohnucc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/StJohnUCCMascoutah/
http://www.youtube/
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SUNDAY PREACHING AND WORSHIP THEMES    JUNE   2020 

 
 

JUNE 7  COME TO THE HOLY ONE,  
TRINITY SUNDAY                   THE UNFATHOMABLE LORD [Psalm 145: 1-13] 
  The mystery of God’s Triune nature will always remain beyond our ability to 

analyze, explain, or understand.  We continue to stand in awe of the glories of 
his creation, the power of his goodness, the depth and richness of his patience 
and his love – even in the face of our disobedience.  To come to the Lord is to 
stand before the Holy One with an attitude of simple humble worship, of letting 
God be God in all parts of our life. 

 
 

JUNE 14  BOASTING IN OUR SUFFERINGS 
PENTECOST 2  [Romans 5: 1-8] 
  How can we deal realistically and yet positively with the sufferings we have 

undergone?  Only because we have peace with God through Jesus Christ, 
living within his steady unchangeable grace can we deal with suffering, so that, 
as St. Paul says, we can even “boast” in our sufferings.  Why?  Because God’s 
love has been poured into us through the Holy Spirit.  So tough times bring 
endurance and endurance, in turn, produces character, and that, in turn, 
provides us with hope, a confident look ahead to the future NO MATTER 
WHAT. 

 
 

JUNE 21  ON THE WINNING SIDE 
PENTECOST 3  [Jeremiah 20: 7-13] 

The prophet Jeremiah felt he had been enticed by God, overpowered by his 
weakness, mocked by others, and considered annoying to others.  It would 
have been easy for him to just give up.  We, like Jeremiah, know that in Jesus 
we WILL PREVAIL.  Evil will ultimately be conquered.  And that is why God’s 
people sing and praise the LORD who delivers us from evildoers (and all evil).  
It is good to be on the winning side! 
FATHER’S DAY 

 
 

JUNE 28  BLESSED SLAVERY 
PENTECOST 4  [Romans 6: 12-23] 
  True freedom is not “doing whatever I want to when I want to do it.”  True 

freedom comes not from us nor our old sinful nature, but from God’s work of 
liberation, the liberation of the cross that has taken us from death to life, from 
being controlled by wickedness, to be empowered willingly to see to do things 
in God’s blessed way – in “slavery to righteousness.”   That’s called 
sanctification (or holy living) and it is the result of our Lord’s working within us. 

 
 
 

REVISED COMMON LECTIONARY 
READINGS 

Genesis 1: 1 - 2:4 
Psalm 145: 1-13 

2 Corinthians 13: 11-13 
Matthew 28: 16-20 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Exodus 19: 2-8 
Psalm 100 

Romans 5: 1-8 
Matthew 9: 35 – 10:8 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jeremiah 20: 7-13 
Psalm 69: 7-18 
Romans 6: 1-11 

Matthew 10: 24-39 
 
 
 
 
 

Jeremiah 28: 5-9 
Psalm 89: 1-4, 15-18 

Romans 6: 12-23 
Matthew 10: 40-42 

 
 

 

THE LECTIONARY READINGS  above are provided to enrich your Sunday worship, whether or 
not we are able to gather together.  The message each Sunday is usually based on one or 
another of these assigned readings. 

COMMUNION WILL BE CELEBRATED  in homes with the worship video on JUNE 21.  You will 
need to have ready the elements of bread (unleavened or regular bread) and wine (or grape 
juice—make sure it is actually grape juice and not a juice drink with grape flavors—the 
Scriptures call for the “fruit of the vine.”) 
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CHRISTIAN RADIO 

During our “stay at home” time, Christian radio can be a 
real encouragement in addition to the videos from St. 
John or other churches. 

These radio stations vary by content, musical style, and 
format.  Some feature national broadcast preachers, 
others local, some traditional hymns, some Gospel 
music, some contemporary praise and worship. 
FM  
 89.7 KQRC  
 91.5 KSIV  Bott Broadcasting 
 99.1 KLJY  Contemporary Christian 
AM 
 630 KYFI  Bible Broadcasting 
 850 KFUO Lutheran 
 1320 KSIV  Bott Broadcasting 

YouTube is another place to find a wonderful variety of 
Christian music and worship.  Use the search to locate 
specific preferences. 

CONTEMPORARY CHRISTIAN MUSIC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FELLOWSHIP -- PICNIC AHEAD! 

During this difficult time, it is 
important to remember that we 
are not alone; God is always with 
us. We hope everyone is doing 
their part to stay healthy and 
making do. This is a wonderful 

opportunity to spend time with loved ones, even if it 
means through phone calls, Zoom meetings, Skype, or 
anyway we can to stay connected. Here's something to 
look forward to--we are still planning on having our 
church picnic on Sunday, September 13 at Scheve Park! 

"Do not be anxious about anything, but in every 

situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, 

present your requests to God.  And the peace of God, 

which transcends all understanding, will guard your 

hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus."  Philippians 
4:6-7 

God's blessings from the Fellowship Ministry 
 
 
 
 

FLUORESCENT BULBS AND BALLAST 
AVAILABLE 

We are replacing light bulbs with energy efficient LED 
bulbs and the old 4 ft tubes are available as well as 
ballasts.  The old bulbs are sizes T 32 and T 40.  Call 
the church to set up a time to pick up your supply. 

FROM THE PRESIDENT'S TABLE 

On that last Wednesday Lenten Service the Church 
Council met.  Our agenda was to shut the doors of St 
John United Church of Christ, Mascoutah, because of 
the Covid-19 pandemic. Who would have thought 
anything like this could happen! My emotions were all 
over the place.  I thought I had failed.  This was only my 
third Council meeting and here I am, closing down our 
church for an unknown time. 

 

 

 

During our meeting our Council members joined forces 
to work together.  We have strong faithful people in our 
church and we will see our mission fulfilled!  We are 
paying our staff.  We are using ZOOM 
videoconferencing for meetings and confirmation 
classes.  We are sending cards and making phone calls.  
We are baking cookies.  We are doing videos, sending 
emails.  Flamingos are flocking!  There are drive-by and 
social distance visits.  We are re-thinking Vacation Bible 
School.  WE ARE PLANNING OUR RE-OPENING but 
aware of the uncertainty and restrictions ahead. 

God is working through us for his Church and his people! 
Keep praying, God is listening. 

if you need anything, just give us a call!  

Beth Miller  Council President 

 
 
 
 

GET IN TOUCH WITH PASTOR HUGH 

EVEN DURING THE CURRENT CRISIS, YOU ARE 
WELCOME TO CALL OR TEXT ME DIRECTLY  using 
my mobile phone ( 618 / 566.2480) which looks like a 
landline number!  We will honor the CDC guidelines. 

HOWEVER, UNLESS THERE IS AN URGENT 
PASTORAL NEED,  please avoid those texts or calls 
between 8:00 pm and 8:00 am.   

If there is a death, injury, crisis, or emergency, do not 
hesitate to contact me 24/7.  I am here for you as your 
pastor and friend.     Pr. Hugh 

 
 
 
 
 

We walk BY FAITH and not by 
Sight…the LORD has all things 

figured out FOR US! 

http://www.joyfmonline.org/
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A THANK YOU 

We would like to thank everyone for their prayers, kind 
words of encouragement, and St. John’s Hearts in 
Service Ministry for the cards and phone calls during my 
illness.  Life has tested our faith, beliefs and values 
during this year and our church family has helped to 
provide the gold threads of comfort and confidence that 
sustains us in our darkest times.  Pr. Fitz has been a 
constant for us.  Thank you. 

Rich and LuAnn Joellenbeck 
 
 
 
 

STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY UPDATE 

EVEN THOUGH WE ARE IN THE MIDST OF THE 
COVID-19 PANDEMIC, it is not stopping us from fulfilling 
our mission as Christians.  This is reflected in our spirit 
of Stewardship toward our Church.  Even though our 
doors are closed for worship services, our hearts are not 
closed to God’s message, and that reflects in the fact 
that our members and friends have continued to make 
their contributions.  For April our contributions totaled 
$43,068 versus $31,620 in disbursements for a surplus 
of $11,448.  This is the best month of giving so far this 
year.  Our year to date deficit is $7,990.   

THROUGHOUT THIS 
PANDEMIC, THE 
CHURCH COUNCIL 
HAS CHOSEN TO 
CONTINUE TO PAY 
THE STAFF.  Their job 
does not stop because 
the doors are closed, 
but is more vital than 
ever.  Therefore, it is 
important that we fulfill 
our obligation to them for a job well done.   

AS PART OF THE FEDERAL SBA PROGRAM initiated 
by Congress through the CARES act, the Church 
Council voted to seek a Payroll Protection Plan loan.  It 
will help insure that we can continue our obligation to the 
Church staff as well as enable us protect our Church 
from any future financial stress. We have obtained such 
a loan through First Federal Savings Bank for $55,130 to 
fund two and a half months of payroll.  The loan may be 
forgiven by the SBA if certain conditions are met such as 
continuing to employ our staff throughout this crisis.   

This does not exempt us from fulfilling our obligation as 
Stewards of Christ and our contributions are as 
important as ever. 

Our faith in Christ will see us through anything that 
comes our way. 

Kent Schroeder 
Treasurer /Director of Stewardship Ministry 

 

 
 
 

        SUMMER CAMP UPDATE 

All summer camps and programs have been cancelled 
this summer.  All registered for camp need to read the 
recently sent email from DuBois for transferring or 
refunding deposits and payments.  Please see their 
website for more information or contact Julie Riechmann 
at 618-357-1809.  You can also call Rachael at 618-719-
9702 with any questions. 
 
 
 
 

JULY MISSION TRIP UPDATE 

Unfortunately, our July 2020 Mission Trip has been 
cancelled by YouthWorks.  The team is saddened, but 
interested in attending next summer.  Please consider a 
trip with us next summer!  Thank you for your support of 
this trip through our Bake Sale and Chocolate Sale!  We 
still have a "sweet” opportunity below: 

CHOCOLATE FOR SALE! 
Need something sweet?  Need a 
small gift or a surprise for 
someone?  The Summer Mission 
Trip team has chocolate for sale!  
$2 each.  Please contact Rachael 
for available kinds at 618-719-
9702. 
 
 
 

VIRTUAL VBS JUNE 22-26! 
 
We will have virtual HOPE VBS this 
summer!  Please like and follow our VBS 
Facebook page: Mascoutah VBS 2020. 
EVERYONE can join this page and take 
part in VBS this summer!!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you have grandchildren that normally 
cannot attend, this summer they can!  If you 
have any questions, please contact 
Rachael at 618-719-9702. 
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS – PLEASE GET THEM INVOLVED 

These “new” members already became members through Council 
approval and now we publicly recognize them.  Each brings unique 
God-given gifts and talents to use in our shared ministry of the 
Gospel – so, please welcome them into our network of friendships, 
into fellowship, discipleship, serving, outreach, and worship together.  

TINA JOHNSON  (1008 W. Poplar St, Mascoutah)  was born in 
Homestead, Florida and went to Belleville East 
High School.  She enjoys bowling, swimming, 
riding bikes, and bocce ball, including Special 
Olympics.  She is employed as a dishwasher at 
Mascoutah Steak House and Assisted Living at 
Silver Creek.  You have seen Tina faithfully 
attending early service riding her bike, weather 
permitting.  She was confirmed at Holy 
Childhood Church and comes to us by 
Affirmation of Faith. 

DANNY AND PAT SCHREMPP  (214 E. Green St, Mascoutah)  both 
grew up in Mascoutah (Pat at Holy Childhood; Danny at St. John).  
Danny retired after 46 years with the City of Mascoutah Public 
Works.  Pat was a bus driver for the Mascoutah School District until 
she retired.  Their adult children include Todd (Mauck), Bernadette 
and Kirby Schrempp and 3 grandchildren. They both enjoy bowling 
and Dan “works on old cars.”  Danny and Pat were affiliated with 
Holy Childhood and are welcomed by Affirmation of Faith. 

SCOT AND JESSICA ERICKSON  (1183 Larkspur, Mascoutah)  
have lived here for 11 years.  They are the parents of Andee (who 
will be a Mascoutah High School junior) and Julie-Anne (going into 
7th grade at Mascoutah Middle School).   Their household includes a 
bearded dragon named Spike! 
 Jessica was born at Whiteman AFB but grew up in Erie, 
KS.  She has a Masters of Fine Arts degree from SIUE and is an 
Administrative Assistant in the College of Art at Washington 
University in St. Louis.  Her artistic interests are metalsmithing, 
enameling, textiles, but she also enjoys museums, auctions, family 
and movies.  She has always been actively involved in church.  Here 
at St. John she has been a liturgist and has directed our Last Supper 
drama. 
 Scot grew up in Troy, IL and has a Masters degree in Art 
Education, as well as English and History degrees and certification in 
Theater.  He has been an Art Teacher at Mascoutah High School for 
over 20 years, currently also serving as Director of the Auditorium.  
Scot has also done the props for our VBS for many years.  He enjoys 
game night with friends, travels, painting small games figures, music 
and pop culture. 
Scot and Jessica come to us by Letter of Transfer from Bethel UMC 
in Mascoutah. 

PATTY VOGEL  (5715 Brickyard, Mascoutah)  has been married to 
Dale Vogel since November 2018.  She has a B.S. in Business 
Administration and Psychlogy and works as a Sr. Technology / 
Engineering Recruiter for Yoh Staffing Services in Maryland Heights.  
Patricia was born in Decatur, IL but lived in Chicago and in Ballwin, 
IL.  She has two adult children, Ryan Blunk and Korey Blunk. Dale 
and Patty enjoy granddaughter Peyton Blunk’s soccer and basketball 
games; and grandchildren Louie Vogel, 2 and Taryn Vogel, 6.  They 
share their home with a huge chocolate lab Brodey and Boss, a 
miniature poodle with an attitude.  Patty has been active in church in 
West County and elsewhere. 

DAVID BACKUS  (9632 Teal Court, Mascoutah)  has been in 
Mascoutah for 40 years, including their new home for the last few 
years. Dave was born in Biloxi, MS and grew up in Tacoma, WA.  He 
married Patty (Schnur) at St. John in 1979 and they have two adult 
children Dr. Jonathon (Lesley) Backus and Melissa (Erik) DeBolt, 
living out of state.  There are 4 grandchildren, Amalia and Oliver 

Backus and Harper and Sawyer DeBolt.  Dave is retired 
from Compass Group.  He enjoys fishing, hunting and 
golf and builds custom fly fishing rods.  Confirmed at 
Scott AFB by Bishop Zuroweste, he has been affiliated 
with St. John for many years. 

SHERRI DANIEL   (221 S. Douglas Ave Unit Rear, 
Belleville)  is our St. John Church Office Administrator.  
She was born in Tampa, FL but grew up and raised her 
sons (Will, Chase, and Drue, all grown) near Augusta, 
GA.  She has been in the MO/IL area since 2004.  She 
has a Dental Assistant certificate and has worked at 

several banks as Assistant Manager as well as serving on the staff of 
First Baptist Church in N. Augusta, SC at Westminster Presbyterian 
Church and then at the Salvation Army in Belleville.  She enjoys 
people, working in the yard, reading, exploring antique stores and 
flea markets.  There are four grandchildren Blake, Audrey, Camryn, 
and Ryder.  Sherri grew up in Baptist churches.  We welcome her by 
Affirmation of Faith. 

THOMAS R. MONROE  (2700 Rentchler Road, Belleville) has been 
worshipping with us since last summer.  Tom was born in St. Louis, 
but baptized at St. Mary’s MO and grew up in Gillespie and Belleville, 
IL.  He has an Associates degree in Culinary Arts from the Culinary 
Institute of St. Louis and has worked as chef and line cook at several 
restaurants.  He currently is a driver for Freeburg Pizza Hut.  He 
shares his home and life with fiancee Elizabeth (Wylie) and their 
daughters Noelle, 4, and Donna, almost 3 as well as 4 cats.  He is a 
huge Blues hockey fan, enjoys all kinds of music, cooking, and retro 
video games.  He is received by Affirmation of Faith. 

MARY ANNE JENKINS  (310 Jackson St, Mascoutah) is joining St. 
John by transfer from Memorial United Methodist Church in Terre 
Haute, IN.  Mary Anne was born and baptized in Evansville IN.  Her 
dad, Bob Baumann was Pastor of St. Peters E&R (UCC) Church in 
Granite City where she was confirmed.  Mary Anne married William 
(Mick) Jenkins in 1967.  He attends Holy Childhood parish.  Mary 
Anne was a teacher in both Catholic and public schools, retiring from 
Vigo County Schools in Indiana.  She has been part of Sunday 
morning adult classes and our Happy Quilters.  Mary Anne and Mick 
have 3 grown daughters, Jennifer Jenkins, Deborah Lafata, and 
Susan Zaber.   

NICHOLAS SWANSON  (9643 Winchester St, Mascoutah)  was born 
in Phoenix, AZ but grew up in Mascoutah.  He and Julie Laakko are 
engaged.  Nick has a B.S. in Biology from SIUE and is employed as 
a Dental Assistant with Dr. Michael Smith at SIU School of Dental 
Medicine in Alton.  He plans to begin Dental School in fall.  He has 
served in military intelligence and is on duty this weekend in the Air 
National Guard. He enjoys time with family, being part of the 
Mascoutah Evening Lions, and teaching karate at Leu Civic Center.  
Nick also likes video games and working out.  He has been playing 
the trumpet in our St. John Church band.  He has 2 cats.  Nick was 
baptized at the Casey (IL) White Oak Church of God. 
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GOD BLESS OUR GRADUATES 

MAY THEY CONTINUE TO EXPERIENCE THE GRACE 
and presence of the Lord Jesus, through the wisdom 
and insight of the Holy Spirit as they move into the 
future.  This year’s graduates unfortunately have had an 
unprecedently surreal end to their school year. 

PLEASE CONSIDER SENDING  them congratulations 
through a card or personal note. 

HIGH SCHOOL 

KEVIN (KC) ENDRIJAITIS is the son of 
Kevin and Nancy Endrijaitis and is 
graduating from Mascoutah High School as 
an high honors student. 

He has been involved in Science Club, 
Saturday Scholars, Percussionist/Section 
Leader in the Mascoutah High School Band, 
performed at the Peach Bowl in Atlanta, GA, 
Winter Drumline, Jazz Band, BiState 
Festival, Solo & Ensemble contest, Played in 
the pit for Spring Musicals, SIUE Percussion 
Institute, and National Honor Society. 

KC has been one of our St. John powerpoint technicians 
for which we are grateful, usually serving when his dad 
operates the sound board. 

Kevin will be doing a double major of Music Performance 
and Physics and will attend SIU-Edwardsville in the fall. 

ETHAN BLANCHARD  is the son of Rick and Laura 
Blanchard and grandson of Betty Long, and is 
graduating as a high honors student from Mascoutah 
High School. 

He will be attending SWIC and hopes to pursue a career 
in law enforcement or criminal justice. 

 

COLLEGE / UNIVERSITY 

VICTORIA HODGE  is the daughter of Kevin Hodge and 
Erica Hodge and completed her studies at SIU-E to 
receive a B.S. in Speech Language Pathology and 
Audiology.  She plans to do graduate studies, one step 
closer to becoming Victoria Hodge MS CCC-SLP. 

AYLISSA SKIMEHORN  is the daughter of Ron and Rita 
Skimehorn and is graduating with a B.S.N degree 

(nursing) with employment at Mercy 
Hospital St. Louis. 

OLIVIA CRUTHIS  graduated from Illinois 
College in Jacksonville with a Bachelors 
degree in Education and has accepted a 
high school English teaching position in 
Shelbyville, IL.  She also hopes to 
complete a Masters degree in English in 
the next five years. 

Her honors include  Sigma Tau Delta,  
Alpha Psi Omega National Honor Society, 
Kappa Delta Pi National Honor Society, 

Jacksonville Area Chamber of Commerce Appreciation 
Certificate, Elma Shipe Savage Dixson Scholarship. 

JESSICA UPCHURCH graduated in December 2019 
from McKendree University with a Bachelors Degree in 
Early Childhood Education. 

If we missed anyone, please provide the church 
office with information and we’ll include you in 
future publication. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

GREETINGS FROM THE BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS MINISTRY 

First off, we hope everyone is well and staying healthy 
during this current pandemic. We cannot wait until it is 
safe to come together and worship once again. 
We miss our church family! 

Our group wanted to give you an update on 
something new that is going on at the church 
that might brighten up you day.  Our group has 
started to change out our current fluorescent 
lights and are transitioning them to new energy 
efficient LED lights.  This was made possible 
through a grant from the City of Mascoutah 
Electrical Department.  

By changing the lights out to LED this should give us a 
more cost efficient and greener way of lighting the 

church building.  LED lights can be a 55% savings over 
the traditional fluorescent bulbs that we currently use.  

Plus, there is less maintenance with a longer 
life span of the bulb and no ballast that could 
go out at any moment. 

So, when we all meet again you might have to 
adjust your eyes, not because it has been a 
while since we came together to worship, but 
because of the new lighting. 

       Stay safe and God bless! 
David Miller 

Director and Members 
Buildings and Grounds Ministry 
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CALENDAR and THOSE SERVING 

THE CALENDAR AND THE SCHEDULE FOR THOSE 
SERVING IN WORSHIP IS NOT BEING INCLUDED IN 
THIS NEWSLETTER   because we are not sure which, if 
any, of the church events will happen.  We are including 
the schedule for Meals on Wheels. 
 
 
 
 
 

MASCOUTAH COMMUNITY  
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

CANCELLED 

BECAUSE OF THE VIRUS PANDEMIC  our annual 
ecumenical VBS has had to be called off.  Please see 
page 4 for a wonderful alternative—VIRTUAL VBS!! 

AND LET’S LOOK AHEAD TO 2021 JUNE VBS. 
 
 
 
 
 

FACE MASKS AVAILABLE. 

An individual has sewn face masks available if you are in 
need or know someone that is in need. Please contact 
Rachael at 618-719-9702. 
 
 
 
 

CAN YOU HELP? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 LIFE GOT YOU UPSET?  LOST YOUR JOB?  

LOST A LOVED ONE? 

JESUS GIVES PEACE, STRENGTH AND JOY!  

YOUR PASTOR IS HERE TO HELP and 

 HEARTS IN SERVICE  

 VOLUNTEERS 

ARE ALSO READY TO ENCOURAGE YOU 

LET PASTOR HUGH, SABIA HINKLE  KNOW! 

(CONFIDENTIAL IF REQUESTED) 

 

HEARTS IN SERVICE 

MINISTRY VOLUNTEERS  
ARE HERE FOR YOU 

We did not meet in April due to COVID-19.  Activity was 
provided via text, email, and phone. 

H.I.S. activity reported for April is as follows:  

• Cards sent:  85 

• Phone contacts:  20 

• Texts:  10 

• Emails:  16 

• Errands:  Grocery shopped for a 
member 

• Home Visit:  1 (“social distancing”) 

• Misc:  Cookies to 7 homes 

Normally, our next check-in would be June 22nd.  
However, due to the pandemic restrictions, we will 
continue contacting members with cards, calls, texts, 
etc. 

Blessings, 

Sabia Hinkle, Director 

Dear Heavenly Father, 

We know that one of the only sure things in life is that we 
will face changes.  Sometimes change comes because 
of our own choices, but often, this is not the case.  Many 
were already dealing with losses and a new normal 
before this virus hit and upended our lives.  Many are 
dealing with multiple changes at once, 
and you know how overwhelming and 
uncomfortable those changes can be. 

Most of us are experiencing things we 
never could have imagined.  Please 
send your Spirit to cleanse us with a 
sense of comfort like we’ve never 
known before.  You are the solid rock on which we 
stand.  When we are put in a position where we must 
pick ourselves up and start again, it is comforting to 
know that we can rebuild on a solid foundation with your 
promises, your words of encouragement, and your 
truths.  The world may shift and change…everything 
known and comfortable in our lives may change…but 
you will never change.  Your promises to provide for us, 
to love and care for us, and to never leave or forsake us, 
offer stability and security when everything around us 
feels like shifting sand. 

There is much pain in this life, but with your help, there is 
also overcoming.  May we remember that the same 
power that raised Jesus from the dead is within us.  We 
were placed here for a time such as this.  You have a 
plan for each of us to not only survive, but to thrive when 
adversity hits.  By the power of your Spirit and your 
amazing grace, we will not be shaken or moved.  We are 
held firmly in your grip.  You have seen us through every 
hard thing we have ever faced in life, and you are not 
about to fail us now.  Thank you for your goodness and 
faithfulness.  May we feel your peace in our lives today.  
In Jesus name, we pray.  Amen. 

http://www.christart.com/clipart/download/1297/
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Rachael’s Repor 

CANCELLED.   CANCELLED.   CANCELLED. 

 I feel that this is the official word of 2020  Don't you agree?  Over the last week or 
so, most of our family summer activities were cancelled.  The pool.  DuBois 
Summer Camp.  July Mission Trip.  Vacations.  Sports camps.  When each of 
these cancelled and I told my kids, they shrugged their shoulders. They said that 
they weren't surprised. 

 And that, my friends, feels like defeat. “Oh well."  "I'm not surprised."  "I mean, we 
expected it, right?"  Cancelling summer activities is bad, but when kids are impartial 
to all their summer fun activities?  That's even worse. 

There is plenty that we can still do.  As a family, we have done some fun activities that we wouldn't have done 
normally since the pandemic.  We have played many board games, gotten many of our house projects and "to do list" 
items checked off, went on bike rides, picked up trash down our road, taken many pictures of nature, went hiking, 
watched church, did Sunday School booklet pages and my favorite, snuggling on the couch and talking. 

My friends, our summer isn't cancelled.  It's just time to do other things. Maybe it's a phone call to someone you 
haven't talked to in a while.  How about sending a card or letter to someone to let them know you are thinking and 
praying for them?  Send a surprise gift to someone.  Make someone a meal or a special dessert and drop it off.  How 
about reading the Bible and several books that you've been meaning to read?  Start a new hobby?  Take a walk or do 
some form of exercise.  Make a socially distanced visit to someone that needs a visit.  Help your neighbor with the 
mowing.  Help someone with their flower beds or garden.  How about starting a garden that you keep meaning to 
start? Take a drive to somewhere you keep meaning to visit.  You see, there are many things we can still do. 

During this pandemic, the one event that I was praying wouldn't cancel is Vacation Bible School.  The coordinators 
talked about it and decided we were going to make it happen.  While it won't be the same with kids and volunteers 
throughout our church, we still need to get the message of Jesus to these kids!  And this year, we can reach EVEN 
MORE kids with doing it virtually!  You can join us, too!  (Please read about this summer's VBS in this newsletter!) 

As we traverse the next few weeks, months and longer, please remember that in all of this, God is with us.  He is right 
there beside us and is keeping us in his loving embrace.  That will NEVER be cancelled. 

If I can help you in any way, please contact me. 

My cell # (618) 719-9702             Blessings, 

My email: rachael.bearth@gmail.com    Rachael ☺ 

 
 
 
 
 

ARE YOU FURLOUGHED OR LAID OFF? 
DESIGNATED GIFTS FOR 

ASSISTING PEOPLE IN NEED 

THE “HELPING HANDS” FUND  is the discretionary 
account administered (confidentially) by Pr. Hugh and is 
used solely for emergency needs of St. John members. 

THE LOCAL BENEVOLENT FUND  is 
for major financial needs of individuals 
in the community and is screened by 
representatives of our Community and 
Social Ministry.  Assistance is also 
provided confidentially. 

WE SUPPORT CONCERNED CHRISTIANS, INC  which 
also provides emergency aid to those living within the 
Mascoutah School District (and operates the Food 
Pantry).  Requests for help are carefully screened. 

 
 
 
 
 

ENCOURAGING SCRIPTURE – 

If you have a Bible verse that is helpful, email Pr. Hugh 
(pastor.hugh@saintjohnucc.org) and he will get it onto 
the church website to encourage others/ 
 
 
---------------return to the church office---------------------- 

SAVE PAPER AND POSTAGE 
GET YOUR NEWSLETTER ONLINE 

Save postage and paper by getting your newsletter 
online (email link) in a beautiful color format!  Please 
provide the church office your email address (not 
shared) 

NAME:  ______________________________________ 

EMAIL ADDRESS:  _________________________ 

mailto:rachael.bearth@gmail.com
mailto:pastor.hugh@saintjohnucc.org
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WORSHIP MINISTRY 

As we approach the end of May, we find ourselves still in 
virtual worship services.  The Worship Ministry met on 
Zoom May 5 to brainstorm how we might gradually get 
back to a regular service.  It was a very productive 
meeting with tentative plans only to find out a few days 
later that churches (groups of 50 or more) in Illinois are 
still not able to reopen even gradually at this time.  
Hence, we will do what we can to continue to spread the 
Lord’s message by virtual services.   

As May 31 is Pentecost, Pastor is hoping to have 
communion outdoors by the crosses in 15 minute 
increments with up to 10 at each group (8:00 am-12:00 
pm) that Sunday morning (weather permitting—it will be 
cancelled if the weather is bad).  Please find details in 
another section of this newsletter and on our website. 

A BIG Thank You again to 
Maddie Donovan for fine-
tuning our virtual 
services.  Her technical 
skills have been much 
appreciated in incorporating 
the various parts of the 
worship service.  And, thank 
you, of course, to everyone who 
has participated in these services whether on 
camera or behind the scenes. 

If you have any thoughts that might be helpful or 
concerns to share, please feel free to contact me.  We 
look forward to seeing our St. John family again very 
soon.  Keep the faith as we know the Lord is with us and 
we will get through this.  Stay safe and healthy!! 

“Serve the Lord with gladness; Come before Him with 
joyful singing.”  Psalm 100:2 

Blessings, 

Karen Harris, Director 

 
 
 
 
 
 

MASCOUTAH FOOD PANTRY 
NEEDS FOR JUNE 

Laundry Detergent, Canned Beef, 
Canned Chicken, Refried Beans, 
Packages of Taco Shells, Taco Sea- 
soning Packets or Taco Dinner Kits 

Thank you for your kindness and 
generosity. 

DROP ITEMS OFF AT THE FOOD 
PANTRY  Tuesdays or Saturdays. 10 am-
12  pm [for now, not at church] 

SUMMER LUNCH PROGRAM 

St. John WILL BE providing lunches for the children 
of Mascoutah the week of July 13-17.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Due to the COVID-19 crisis, we are unable to accept 
homemade goodies for the lunches.  

If you would like to contribute monetarily, please 
contact Barb Wetzler at 618-972-9919.  

 
 
 
 

APRIL 2020 
Financial $ummary  

General Fund Receipts                            $ 43,068.00 

General Fund Expenses                          $ 31,620.00 

Receipts minus Expenses                     $ 11,448.00 
 
Receipts minus Expenses                       $  -7,990.00 
                        (Year to Date)  

Cheerful giving comes from a 

Christ-filled heart 

 
 
 
 

CONGRATULATIONS--- 

This year’s recipient of the St. John UCC Scholarship is 
Christina Lanter.  The scholarship 
was announced at this year’s 
Mascoutah High School virtual 
Honors Night May 12.  Christina 
plans to attend McKendree University 
and major in Business Administration 
and Entrepreneurship.  We wish her 
the best. 

This scholarship is sponsored by the Foundation for 
Mascoutah Schools in honor of St. John Church. 
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DEATHS 

FULTON LOUIS SCHWIERJOHN, was stiilborn on 
March 21, 2020. He is survived by his parents, Kent and 
Kati (Renth) Schwierjohn; three brothers, Westin, Levi 

and Tucker; his grandparents, 
Rusty and Kathy Renth; great 
grandmother, Dorothy Renth.  
Services were at St. Bernard 
Church in Albers. 

DENNIS FRERKING, 83, of New 
Baden passed away on April 21. 
He was the grandfather of Nicole 
(Press) Dierking and great-

grandfather of Caroline and Lydia Dierking. 

ARLEEN JULIA GULIN, 99, of St. Peters, MO, passed 
away April 28. She was the mother of Charlotte 
Schifferdecker and grandmother of Christine (Ron) 
Braunseis. 

SHIRLEY MAE ARLENA DICKHAUT, 81, of 
Mascoutah, passed away April 29 at Memorial Hospital, 
Belleville.  She is survived by her husband, Robert; two 
children, Bruce (Nancy) Dickhaut and Shelia Frerker; 
two grandchildren, two great grandchildren; sister and 
brother; sister-in-law, Ruth (Virgil) Mattern. A private 
funeral service was held at Moll Funeral home with 
graveside service at Lake View Memorial Gardens with 
Pastor Hugh officiating. 

VIOLA I. VOGEL, 90, of Mascoutah, passed away on 
April 30 at Freeburg Care Center. She is survived by five 
children; Carol (Bill) Copher, Clarence Vogel, Dale 
(Patricia) Vogel, Lisel (Joe) Johnson; eleven 
grandchildren; sixteen great grandchildren. A private 
family service was held at Kurrus Funeral Home with 
interment at Walnut Hill Cemetery in Belleville with Pr. 
Hugh officiating. 
 

MEMORIALS WERE GIVEN IN MEMORY OF 

Arleen Gulin by Beth Miller 

Shirley Dickhaut by Mr. and Mrs. Robert Haas, Mary Ann Krausz, 
David and Susan Press, Illinois Tractor Pulling Association, Kenneth 
and Clara Walthes, Evelyn Frerking, Doris Klein, Sheila Frerker, 
Virgil and Ruth Mattern, Jeanette Zinck, Tim and Linda Boyce, 
William Riechmann, St. Joseph School, Rollie and LaVon Conning, 
Pat Albers, Marjorie Millburg, Richard and Donna Schilling, Robert 
and Marilyn Going, Janet and Cary Radcliff, Danny and Pat 
Schrempp, Daryl Bollmeier, Ron and Sharon Kolweier, Carol and 
Gary Seibert, Michael and Linda Barriger 

Trevor Dickhaut by Kenneth and Clara Walthes 

Viola Vogel by Beth Miller, Glenda Venarsky, Mary Hoffmann, Larry 
Mathews 

 

 

 
 

DURING ALL THE UNCERTAINTY… 

PLEASE WATCH FOR UPDATES FROM THE STATE. 
MEANWHILE, IT IS CRITICALLY IMPORTANT THAT 
EACH OF US: 

❖ find time for the Word of the Lord to encourage us in 
our struggles and fears. 

❖ maintain social (physical) distance and that includes 
not having family or friends together.   Any of us 
could be carrying the virus!  Stay at home! Watch 
the kids! 

❖ continue to sanitize and wash hands, wipe down 
surfaces and groceries we bring into our homes, 
even produce. 

❖ use a face mask, not so much to protect ourselves, 
but to avoid possible spread of the Covid-19 virus to 
others. 

❖ reach out to others by phone, video conference, 
cards, etc. and to meet any needs.  No one should 
be kept isolated!  As a church family, we need to be 
here for each other. 

❖ continue to support local and other efforts to meet 
human need at this difficult time. 

 

 
 
 

WE ARE GRATEFUL… 

During this surreal shutdown, we give thanks for special 
work done in the name of Jesus— 

 Rachael Bearth and Rhonda Ross who have been  
distributing weekend meals for 
pick up at church to families in 
need every other Friday thru 
May 15th. 

 Bo Fitz who has been recording 
Pr. Hugh’s messages weekly 
(March 29 through May 10) and 
Dennis Wetzler who recorded May 24). 

 all who have continued their faithful support of our 
church with their financial tithes and offerings even 
while we have not gathered for worship.  Because 
the office is not consistently open, mailing or online 
banking or giving are better options. 

 several members who have been installing the new 
LED lights in the church. 

 everyone who has been sending cards, visiting, and 
calling other church members and friends during this 
crisis.  PLEASE KEEP IT UP. 

 
 
 

THE CHURCH OFFICE IS CLOSED 

During this time, staff often works remotely.  To make 
arrangements for equipment, dropping off items, etc, you 
can call Pastor or Rachael directly or leave a voice 
message at the church office (618 / 566.7311).  
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ST. JOHN OVER 80’S BIRTHDAY CLUB (JUNE) 

June 1 Jerry Daugherty 84 years 9648 Weatherby Street 
 2 Marion Rud 84 years 946 Hidden Cove, Belleville 62223 
 7 Sylvia Daugherty 81 years 9648 Weatherby Street 
 9 Eunice Wahl 91 years 649 Legacy Place #122 
 11 June Riess 94 years Aperion Care Center, 910 N. 10th St 
 14 Joe Smith 86 years 9 Fox Run 
 19 Laverne Bischoff 84 years 649 Legacy Place #12 
 21 Ruby Yarber 83 years 904 W. Main 
 25 Marilyn Welch 91 years 50 W. State St 
 

    SPECIAL KNOWN WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES (JUNE) 

June 2 Mike and Colleen Hoercher 36 years 
 3 Myron and Evelyn Renth 48 years 
 3 Norman and Irene Engelman 59 years 
 5 John and Karen Harris  49 years 
 5 Paul and Candis Andres  21 years 
 6 Leonard and Mary Wolf  45 years 
 6 Frank and Janice Graul  22 years 
 6 Kimberly and Nick Dickhaut 22 years 
 7 Warren and Bobbie 68 years 
 7 Mark and Sandy Bandy 34 years 
 8 Joseph and Elsie Smith 63 years 
 10 Mathew and Becky Riester 33 years 
 10 Aloysius and Tina Albers 36 years 
 11 James and Barbara Stewart 38 years 
 13 Jerry and Rhuann Caliper 50 years 
 13 Thomas and Susan Yohe 33 years 
 14 Loraine and Ruby Yarber 62 years 
 15 Tim and Linda Boyce 46 years 
 15 John and Lynnette Hinkle 47 years 

June 15  Ann and James Dunevant 34 years 
 16 John and Carolyn Surmeier 64 years 
 15 Darryl and Jo Stein 47 years 
 20 Brian and Jody Schuff 34 years 
 24 Ricky and Ricki Schrempp 37 years 
 24 Mary and JR Redden 25 years 
 24 Ty and Jason Smith 20 years 
 25 Martha and Dennis Yarber 37 years 
 25 Bruce and Dee Bergheger 33 years 
 26 Barbara and Lester Surmeier 49 years 

 
(Are we missing your birthday or anniversary from this listing?  We publish birthdays of 80 and over and wedding 
anniversaries of 20 years or more.  Please let the church office know so we can update our records.  Thank you!) 
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SICK AND/OR HOSPITALIZED 

Those who are ill appreciate your prayers.  If you have opportunity to visit (being sensitive to the 
specific situation) those who are hospitalized, it will help them feel that they are part of our caring 
church family.  We are signs of God’s presence and peace in Christ for one another. 

Below is our current prayer list. Many of these were hospitalized, injured, or reported ill and we pray 
for God’s comfort, strength, and healing for all: 

The families of Viola Vogel, Shirley Dickhaut, 
Arleen Gulin, Fulton Schwierjohn, Dennis Frerking: 

Bruce Owen,, Ruth Mattern Elsie Kebel, Peg Ratliff, Christy Suemnicht, 
Raymon Head, Brian and Carla Weiss, Shorty Groff, Dorothy Renth, Bob 
Detering, Elsie Kebel, Bud Sandheinrich, Florence Wagner, Kathy Kimmle, 
Christine Braunseis, Kent Snyder, Douglas Habbe, Christine Braunseis, 
Shelly Rehkemper, Tim and Sandy Ritter, Kris Fricke,  Myron Potthast, 
Grayson Roemer, Rich Joellenbeck,  Joann Manning, Jean Ann Manning, 
Stan Mehosky, Ivan Mehosky, Danny Schrempp, Ryan, Zach Matthews, 
Michael Daugherty, Rick Pullen, Mark Wachtel,  Debbie Woodrum, Everett 
Laird, Sharon Fournie, Judy Kautz, Joan Loucks, Charlie Knoth,  Rylie 
McLeod, Fred Davis,  Mary Ann Krummrich, Jack Weyant, Linda Shofner, 
Carol Seibert,  Alexandra Green, Skye and Savannah Baker, Helen 
Friederich,  Maren Poettker,  Adam Shofner, Barbara Emig, Mark Wilhelm, 
Tiffany Sherman, Ruth Ann Erwin, Cindy Cahill,  Camryn Belcher,  Patricia 
Voss, Carol Seal, John Venarsky, Ray Carr, Diana Walker, Courtney 
Bergheger, Julia Burgard,  Hudson and Mason, Molly Taylor, Peg Ratliff, 
David Endsley,  Jordan Knipp, Sunny Comer, Lou Schubert, Dorothy Larson, 
Robert Schlecht, Kelle Schmidtke, Chris Sauerhage, Chuck Ridge, Rich 
Dawson, Mary Richter, Debbie Hoercher, Brent and Liz Tinsley, Rosemary 
Cooper, Rita Wilhelm, Alivia, Matthew Riester,  Jerry Caliper, Alice Bushue,  
Doris Sailer, Vernon Andres, Larry Bell, Gary Vielweber, Kent Barber, Andrew 
Seitz, Jackson Cruthis, Sandy Bloos,  Pat Bleisch,  Peyton,  Nora and Owen 
Larson, Sharon Fournie, Kyle Kolander, Danette Barttelbort, Carmelita 
Sensel, Brian Moll, Jenny Cagle, Roger Middendorf, Paul Schanz, Debbie 
Gross, Travis Grubaugh, Charles Harris, Betty Hill, Linda Harris, Trent, 
Jennifer Crum, Mary Kay Webb, Dolly Browder, Bob Welker, Ned and 
Dorothy Meyer, Louise Franke, Lena Kaczur,  Merv Winters, Jon Edd, Alana 
Fanous, Dean Roehrig, John Mehaffey, Carol Simpson, Laura Lemke, Wanda 
Sigman, Matthew, Brian Dawson, Julie Ringhofer, Lennie Roy, Natasha 
Jarden, Kaitlyn, Dave Schlueter, Steve Patrick, Lonnie Ostrom, Ann Graul, 
Lisa Fredrick, Randy Clover, Jaclyn Danner, Dan Wombacher, Linda 
Eckerman,  Alan Snowden, Crystal Huber, Chris Cagle, Greg Weber, Joshua, 
David Long, congregations with conflict or pastoral vacancies, Heather 
Ploesser, Michelle Detering, Margaret Oltmann, Barbara Farrero, Andy 
Kuehn, Steve Jolly, Nursing Home/Homebound, those seeking employment, 
caregivers. 

In addition, the following persons are in nursing 
care/retirement/assisted living center facilities.  St. 
John Family – visit these folks as you are able, pray for 
them, and assist them and their families as you can.  If 
you have an hour or two, why not visit them WHEN 
VISITS CAN RESUME – they appreciate the phone 
calls. 

Assisted Living Centers: 

Assisted Living at Silver Creek, 1227 Winding Oaks Lane, 
Mascoutah– Dorothy Schrempp, Betty Long, Dorothy Larson 

Morningside of Shiloh - Room 202, 1201 Hartman Lane, Shiloh IL 
62221–Betty Wager 

Oak Hill, 623 Hamacher St. # 210, Waterloo IL  62298—Janet 
Heberer 

Cedarhurst of Shiloh, 429 S. Main Street, Shiloh IL  62269 – Terry 
Kissel 

Brightly Assisted Living, 649 Legacy Place Mascoutah – Vernon 
Andres, # 103; Laverne Bischoff, # 12; Eunice Wahl, # 122; 

 Keith and Donna Grodeon (independent living). Maurice and 
Barbara Hill, #30  

Nursing Homes and Rehab Centers 

Marka Nursing Home, 201 S. 10th Street – Paul Knipp, Esther 
Grodeon 

Aperion Care Center, 901 N. 10th Street – June Riess 

Cedar Ridge of Lebanon, 1 Perryman Street, Lebanon 62254 – Elsie 
Kebel 

Memorial Care Center, 4315 Memorial Drive, Belleville 62226 – Mary 
Ann Krummrich 

Homebound Persons 

Some of these folks get out and to church on occasion but are 
limited.  Please keep in touch with them. 

Barbara Emig 

Bob and Kathryn Ganschinietz 

Warren and Bobbie Klingel 

Marilyn Lamb 

Bruce Owen 

Mary Richter 

Judy Watschinger 

Ruby and Loraine Yarber 

Clarence Vogel 

Jeanette Zinck 

Peg Ratliff 

If there are others, please let the church office and 
Pastor know – our goal is to include them with a DVD of 
the Sunday services and visits with Communion. 
 
IF THERE ARE OTHERS, please let the 
church office and Pastor know – our 
goal is to resume providing a DVD of the 
Sunday services and visits with 
Communion. Meanwhile, if possible, 
steer them to the website and Facebook 
for a weekly video of worship (Service of 
the Word and Prayer). 
 
 
 

ABOUT STUFF YOU DON’T NEED 

BEFORE YOU DROP OFF ITEMS THAT MIGHT BE 
USEFUL AT CHURCH, please check with the church 
office or church staff to make sure the item is actually 
something useful.  We have had too many things left 
with good intentions that are not helpful for our programs 
and Ministries and organizations.  These items would be 
better taken to Goodwill or to the Salvation Army or 
another charity’s retail operation. 
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SCHEDULE FOR MEALS ON WHEELS 

June 4  East- West-Linda Juenger                        Third-Dot Maschal 
 11 East-Jack Klopmeyer                  West-Charlotte Schifferdecker  Third-Treva Carr / Rhuann Caliper 
 18 East-Tom & Cathy Klingelhoefer  West-Dan Dietz                  Third- 
 25 East-Treva Carr / Rhuann Caliper              West-Sue Wagner              Third-Rosie Taylor / Sue Nichols 
 
 
 
 
 

A NOTE FROM PASTOR HUGH 
 

STOP TRYING TO DO GOD A FAVOR 
 
 
Dear brothers and sisters in God’s favor: 

SOMETIMES I GET THE IMPRESSION  that many folks think that by a few loving deeds 
and some expressions of kindness or generosity (especially through the church), they are 
doing the good Lord a favor.  Even as the Lord cherishes us and our visible sharing of his 
unconditional love, GOD DOES NOT NEED US.  And if he were to reckon our words and 
actions in comparison with his expectations, we would always end up with a hopelessly 
negative debt.  No wonder we pray, “forgive us our debts” (the literal translation of the 
Lord’s Prayer from Matthew 6).  May the evil one never lead us to believe we can earn 
reward points with God – it will only lead to arrogance, stubbornness, deception or 
despair.   

ON THE FLIP SIDE, we will want to be careful not to assume God is punishing us for our sins, shortcomings, 
doubts, and failings without also celebrating his unconditional favor and forgiveness!  My own mom tended to 
make those judgments as a “cause and effect,” even though she knew the grace of God we have in Jesus 
Christ.  There are, no doubt, important lessons to be learned from the current Covid-19 crisis. But we cannot 
speak of God’s specific wrath and judgment against us or others with certainty. 

GOD DESERVES EVEN MORE THAN OUR “FAVORS.”  When we offer the Lord some token, a symbol at 
best, instead of our whole hearts and lives, we reduce God to a mere server to be tipped, depending on our 
mood or what we perceive as the quality of service. 

IT IS GOD WHO DOES THE FAVORING.  It is his undeserved forgiving love (revealed in the sacrifice of 
Jesus) by which he offers us his grace and favor.  Here, in Christ, we are blessed far more abundantly than we 
can either ask or deserve.  Here we have been gifted with the power of his self-giving love.  Here we have the 
reconciling welcome and assurance of the deepest mercy of One we now know as our heavenly Father. 

NOW, BECAUSE, THROUGH FAITH IN JESUS, WE ARE IN GOD’S FAVOR,  we willingly look for ways to 
bring that favor to others, to honor the Lord in the process, to show (in our imperfect ways) the Savior at work 
in our lives.  No longer needing to prove ourselves, no longer trying to placate the critics (who have redefined 
our faith as nothing more than a religion of works and self-righteousness), no longer entangled in guilt and fear, 
WE CELEBRATE GOD’S FAVOR! 

MAY WE WALK IN GOD’S FAVOR AND FORGIVENESS  as we continue to hear the Word regularly (for now, 
by video), and take time for Bible reading and daily devotions, AND find ways of showing our love for God by 
SERVING OTHERS IN THEIR NEED.  I sure have missed being together for worship and study, even for 
pastoral visits and conversation.  How about if we all reach out to someone each day? 
 

 


