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THE VOICE OF FELLOWSHIP St. John Church 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

MASCOUTAH, ILLINOIS 

THE MONTHLY NEWSLETTER                                                         JANUARY 2021 

 
 

A NOTE FROM PASTOR HUGH 
 
 

A NEW YEAR – GROWING IN DOXOLOGY (PRAISE) 
 
Dear friends celebrating God’s glory and presence in Christ: 
 
WITH THE BEGINNING OF THE CORONAVIRUS VACCINATIONS,  I sense a little more guarded OPTIMISM 
about the new year.  But we still live with anxiety and uncertainty—How long will 
the vaccine provide protection?  What new virus could become a surprising 
pandemic?  What other parts of our lives can go “off the rail?”  Perhaps every 
new year brings that ambiguity, but this has been particularly acute. 
 
WHAT THE GOOD NEWS OF JESUS PROVIDES  is a good dose of DOXOLOGY—
that, more fully focused on Christ, the Lord’s presence and glory in, among, and for 
us, we will lift up our hearts and lives in greater thanksgiving and praise.  
DOXOLOGY  is good for us – God does not need our praises, but  WE  need  to  be- 
come more a people of praise.  It is an invitation from God, a BLESSING for us and not just another religious 
requirement. 
 
DOXOLOGY HAPPENS  only when our faith becomes a matter of the heart, a heart shaped by God’s Word, 
strengthened by the new life of Christ in the sacraments, and empowered by the heavenly Father’s 
unconditional love for us.  Doxology takes us past the guilt and coercion of religion, past the mere outward 
observance of rituals, past the vagueness of some generic “faith in God” (What God? Just affirming the 
existence of a God is meaningless—even the evil one gets that far). 
 
AS WE TAKE TIME FOR THE GOOD NEWS – virtually, for now, and let the Gospel message permeate our 
souls and take hold of our earthly lives, our eyes will be opened and we will grow in doxology.  Praise and 
thanksgiving “feed” on each other – as we enumerate God’s good gifts we will praise the Lord (in good times 

and in tough moments) and as we live in praise of the God of glory and grace 
(whom we have come to experience in Jesus), we will also more clearly see 
his hand at work in the routines, struggles, and happy times in our lives. 
 
SO, LET’S MAKE A NEW COMMITMENT  as 2021 begins. Epiphany 
(remembering the Magi, observed January 3rd) will begin our year, followed by 
the Epiphany season.  Here Christ’s light and glory is revealed and translated 
into discipleship and bringing others to the light and glory and DOXOLOGY of 
our Savior! 
 

May the Joy of the Lord bring us a growing Doxology in 2021.   

                                Happy New Year! 
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SUNDAY PREACHING AND WORSHIP THEMES    JANUARY 2021 

 
BEHOLD THE GLORY OF JESUS 

Let that light and glory  
reshape our life and outlook during 

 this special season of the church year. 

    A WORSHIP SERIES 
 

JANUARY 3  HOMAGE 
EPIPHANY   [Matthew 2: 1-12] 
[OBSERVED]    To pay homage sounds like a quaint old phrase, but in the account of magi (the 

wisemen), their actions are described with that phrase 3 times!  Led by a light 
sent by God, bringing expensive and exquisite gifts, kneeling to revere and 
honor the Child Jesus as God, they are filled with joy.  Likewise, Epiphany 
leads us to worship Jesus…as people of faith. 

  HOLY COMMUNION 
 
 

JANUARY 10  HOLY BAPTISM, HOLY SPIRIT 
BAPTISM OF   [Acts 19: 1-7;  Mark 1: 4-11] 

OUR LORD  Commemorating the baptism of Jesus invites us to live in him – with the 
heavens opened, with the Father’s declaration that we are his children, with the 
Holy Spirit fully at work in us, and the plan of God (anticipated by the baptism 
of John) now fulfilled through Christ.  Discover the wonder of your baptismal 
life. 

 
 

JANUARY 17  HEAVEN OPENED 
EPIPHANY 2    [John 1: 43-51] 
  Philip invites Nathaniel to Jesus.  Skeptical at first, Nathaniel becomes a 

witness and Jesus surprises him by predicting that he will recognize the 
heavens opened and angels ascending and descending on Jesus (much as the 
reassuring dream of Jacob in Genesis).  Jesus opens heaven for us. 

  HOLY COMMUNION  
 
 

JANUARY 24  HEARING AND HEEDING THE CALL 
EPIPHANY 3   [Jonah 3: 1-5, Mark 1: 14-20] 

Discipleship includes faith and following.  Reluctant and even resistant, Jonah 
(after several detours!) finally accepts God’s call.  And great things happen 
when the Good News of God’s mercy is proclaimed and believed! 

 
 

JANUARY 31  HEAVING OUT EVIL 
EPIPHANY 4   [Deuteronomy 18: 15-20; 1 Corinthians 8: 1-13; Mark 1: 21-28] 
  The glory of God that comes in Jesus comes to cast out evil, to lift its effects 

and burdens from our human life.  That is our mission done in his name as 
well, but we are to make sure we make that judgment on the basis of the Lord’s 
word and command, not merely our tradition or preference! 

 

Communion will be celebrated in homes with the worship videos on 
JANUARY 3 and 17.  You will need to have ready the elements of bread 
(unleavened or regular bread) and wine (or grape juice—make sure it is 
actually grape juice and not a juice drink with grape flavors—the Scriptures 
call for the “fruit of the vine.”) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REVISED COMMON LECTIONARY 
READINGS  (ADAPTED) 

 
Isaiah 60: 1-6 

Psalm 72: 1-7, 10-14 
Ephesians 3: 1-12 
Matthew 2: 1-12 

 
 
 
 

Genesis 1: 1-5 
Psalm 29 

Acts 19: 1-7 
Mark 1: 4-11 

 
 
 
 

I Samuel 3: 1-20 
Psalm 139: 1-6, 13-18 
1 Corinthians 6: 12-20 

John 1: 43-51 
 
 
 
 
 

Jonah 3: 1-5 
Psalm 62: 5-12 

1 Corinthians 7: 29-31 
Mark 1: 14-20 

 
 
 
 

Deuteronomy 18: 15-20 
Psalm 111 

I Corinthians 8: 1-13 
Mark 1: 21-28 

WHY NOT READ ALL OF 
THE LECTIONARY 
READINGS  provided to 
enrich your Sunday worship. 
The message each Sunday 
is usually based on one or 
another of these assigned 
readings.
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CHRISTIAN RADIO 

During these ongoing difficult times, when some are 
staying at home, Christian radio can be a real 
encouragement in addition to the videos from St. John or 
other churches.  

These radio stations vary by content, musical style, and 
format.  Some feature national broadcast preachers, 
others local, some traditional hymns, some Gospel 
music, some contemporary praise and worship. 

FM 89.7 KQRC  

 91.5 KSIV  Bott Broadcasting 

 99.1 KLJY  Contemporary Christian 

AM  630 KYFI  Bible Broadcasting 

  850 KFUO Lutheran 

 1320 KSIV  Bott Broadcasting 

YouTube is another place to find a wonderful variety of 
Christian music and worship.  Use the search to locate 
specific preferences. 
 

CONTEMPORARY CHRISTIAN MUSIC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CAN YOU HELP? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 LIFE GOT YOU UPSET?  LOST YOUR JOB?  

LOST A LOVED ONE? 

JESUS GIVES PEACE, STRENGTH AND JOY!  

YOUR PASTOR IS HERE TO HELP and 

 HEARTS IN SERVICE  

 VOLUNTEERS 

ARE ALSO READY TO ENCOURAGE YOU 

LET PASTOR HUGH  or  SABIA HINKLE KNOW! 

(CONFIDENTIAL IF REQUESTED) 

 

 

PLEASE RETURN YOUR 2021 
FINANCIAL FAITH-PROMISE CARD 

A.S.A.P. THANK YOU 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HEARTS IN SERVICE 

MINISTRY VOLUNTEERS  
ARE HERE FOR YOU 

We have not been meeting due to Covid-19, but we 
continue contacting members with cards, calls, texts, 
etc.  Activity provided to me via text, phone, and email 
for November is as follows: 

• Cards sent:  50 

• Phone contacts:  24 

• Texts:  20 

• Emails:  20 

• Meals:  1 

• Home visit:  1 “social distancing” 
Thank you to the HIS volunteers who went the “extra 
mile” during COVID-19 staying in touch with members.  
Although “social distancing” restrictions made visits 
difficult, we still reached out to members with many 
phone calls, texts, emails, cards, and, when possible, 
yard/outside visits.  Last year was an especially stressful 
and lonely time for many due to the pandemic.  Your 
calls and cards to members brightened their day!  Thank 
you for your continued support! 

Today is going to be a 
good day because Jesus is 
always waiting to fellowship 
with us.  He is such a 
gentleman.  He stands at 
the door and knocks, 
waiting for us to allow Him 
in.  He has the power and 
the ability to barge in, yet 

He chooses to patiently wait and let us decide just how 
close we want to become to Him.  When  we willingly 
open the door to Him, He willingly comes in to spend 
time with us, allowing us to get to know just how truly 
loving and merciful He is. 

Will you open the door to Him today? 

What are you waiting for? 

Here I am! I stand at the door and knock.  If anyone 
hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and 
eat with that person, and they with me.  Revelation 3:20 

Blessings, 

Sabia Hinkle, Director 

http://www.joyfmonline.org/
http://www.christart.com/clipart/download/1297/


 4 

ARE YOU FURLOUGHED OR LAID OFF? 
DESIGNATED GIFTS FOR 

ASSISTING PEOPLE IN NEED 

THE “HELPING HANDS” FUND  is the discretionary 
account administered (confidentially) by Pr. Hugh and is 
used solely for emergency needs of St. John members. 

THE LOCAL BENEVOLENT FUND  is 
for major financial needs of individuals 
in the community and is screened by 
representatives of our Community and 
Social Ministry.  Assistance is also 
provided confidentially. 

WE SUPPORT CONCERNED CHRISTIANS, INC  which 
also provides emergency aid to those living within the 
Mascoutah School District (and operates the Food 
Pantry).  Requests for help are carefully screened. 
 

 

SOMETHING IMPORTANT 
BECAUSE WE CARE… 

AS YOUR PASTOR I WANT TO REMIND YOU  that 
we are to “look out for another.”  That often 
includes setting aside personal preferences and 
opinions.  Love can include getting “out of our 
comfort zone” when it comes to making a sacrifice 
for others. 

SOON YOU WILL HAVE ACCESS TO VACCINES  
that will (hopefully) prevent the further spread of the 
coronavirus – IF WE PARTICIPATE!  The vaccines 
have been shown to be safe and apparently 
effective.  I URGE YOU NOT TO BE MOTIVATED 
BY POLITICAL OR MISINFORMED SOURCES 
which might discourage the vaccine.  We believe 
that the Lord provides the wonderful gifts of 
medical science and we should praise him for 
those gifts. 

PLEASE GET VACCINATED!  But meanwhile, much 
as face coverings / masks are often uncomfortable, 
and those social distancing guidelines have left us 
feeling detached, these are important to prevent 
unwitting spread of the covid-19 virus, including 
receiving the disease.  ANY OF US COULD BE A 
CARRIER  even without symptoms. 
Our care for others, especially those 
more at risk, is grounded in God’s  
ultimate care and steadfast love. It will 
lead us to do our part.  So, instead 
of grumbling about these intrusions into 
“my rights” and “my freedom,” we all want to do our 
part.  Masks are required in ALL PUBLIC INDOOR 
SPACES and where other social distancing is not 
possible, (e.g. at a picnic table in the park, on the 
bike trail, etc.) 

Pastor Hugh 

PLEASE RETURN YOUR 

2021 PLEDGE CARD 

YOUR 2021 FINANCIAL SUPPORT IS A BLESSING 
 
 
 
 

UPDATE FROM YOUR 
STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY 

As we begin this New Year, let us be thankful for 
our blessings during the past 
year. Yes, it has been stressful, 
and yes, we faced many 
challenges.  However, we are 
still here, the message about  
Christ is still the GOOD NEWS  
for us, and our Church is  
functioning under a different set 
of circumstances that no one  
could predict even one year ago. 
We can look forward to a year full of changes with 
an appreciation for what we can overcome WITH 
THE HELP OF OUR LORD! 

Our General Funds receipts for November again 
exceeded our expenses.  General Fund 
contributions were $32,748 and our expenses 
were $32,122 with a positive balance of $626.  
Our year to date receipts were $394,900 and our 
disbursements were $358,052 with a positive 
balance of $36,848 including the payroll 
protection loan.   Again, I will emphasize that we 
would have a negative balance of $18,335 if we 
did not receive the loan. 

During the past year, participation in our 
automated giving program increased.  We 
strongly urge you to consider enrolling in this 
program if you need an easier way to make your 
contributions. This program is easily accessible 
through the St. John website, 
https://www.saintjohnucc.org/. 

Kent Schroeder 
Treasurer & Director, Stewardship Ministry 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.saintjohnucc.org/
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We Are Family 

When the early Church in Corinth (Greece) willingly gathered funds to assist 

their Christian family, their distant fellow believers in Christ, the Word of God to 

them through the Apostle St. Paul (2 Corinthians 8 and 9) provides profound 

and blessed principles for our financial support of God’s work.  Already in his 

first letter, these are summarized by these words: 

Now concerning the collection for God’s people, here is what to do--

On the first day of every week (regularly, worshipfully), each of you 

(all incomes, all ages, all circumstances)  is to put something aside 

(God’s portion, off the top)  as you may prosper (proportional to 

income)...     [I Corinthians 16: 1-2] 

While there is no New Testament requirement for a tithe (10% of income returned to the Lord who has 

given all), God calls us to trust his unchanging promise attached to tithing: 

“Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me 

in this," says the LORD Almighty, "and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of 

heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it.”  

     [Malachi 3:10] 

Anyone who has been tithing will joyfully testify that we cannot outgive God! 

Your financial support, your willingness to serve with your time and skills and spiritual gifts, and your 

ongoing prayers and fellowship in worship and discipleship will strengthen us as a family in Christ.  That 

support is necessary not for the sake of the institution, but for God’s mission.  Without it, we cannot 

reach others with the Good News of God’s love, with our outreach to the poor and marginalized, 

with our expressions of love and care.  Within the restrictions and limitations of the pandemic, your 

ongoing financial and prayerful gifts are so important. 

We ask everyone affiliated with our St. John Church family, especially those who are members, to 

renew their commitment by completing and returning a 2021 faith-promise pledge card as soon as 

possible.  As we have been blessed, may we also be a blessing.  After all, we are family. 
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CALENDAR and THOSE SERVING 

THE CALENDAR AND THE SCHEDULE FOR 
THOSE SERVING IN WORSHIP IS NOT BEING 
INCLUDED IN THIS NEWSLETTER   because we 
are not sure which, if any, of the church events will 
happen.  We are including the schedule for Meals on 
Wheels. 

 
 
 

ANTHEMS FOR WORSHIP 
(DECEMBER) 

WE HAVE BEEN BLESSED  with special music for our 
worship by Catherine Burge, Clarinet and Rachael 
Bearth, Flute; Jubilee Ringers (Jodi Jones, Director); 
Jodi Jones; Dalanee Materkowski; John Suemnicht, 
Guitar; Darryl Stein; Woodwind Ensemble; Brass 
Ensemble; Andrew Renth, Trumpet and Catherine 
Burge, Organ. 

RECENT SONG LEADERS  have included Jeremy 
Bearth, Lindsey Jackson, David Meier, Chris Harris, and 
Morgan Sprehe.  Catherine Burge has been the 
organist/pianist. 
 
 
 
 

CHRISTMAS THANK YOUS 

DECORATIONS 

WORSHIP MINISTRY  wanted us to experience 
Christmas as fully as possible even with the Covid-19 
crisis, and made arrangements to provide the beautiful 
decorations for our 
Christmas Eve Communion 
and recorded videos 
throughout Advent and 
Christmas.  Thanks to all 
who helped at various 
times with the Hanging of 
the Greens, which was 
spread out over several 
days.  See the article from your Worship Ministry in the 
next column. 

MUSIC AND WORSHIP 

MANY MUSICIANS PROVIDED  music for the 
background video on Christmas Eve and for the online 
posted Christmas Eve worship service.  Groups involved 
included the Woodwind Ensemble, St. John Brass, and 
Jubilee Ringers.  Individuals (Dalanee Materkowski, 
Dave Meier, Jodi Jones, Morgan Sprehe, Darryl Stein, 
vocalists; John Suemnicht, guitar) provided solo music.  
Andy Renth has been serving as Coordinator of Music 
for our worship in addition to his directing and trumpet.  
Catherine Burge has been providing organ and piano 
accompaniment and special music.   

NOTES FROM WORSHIP MINISTRY 

As 2020 continues, preparing for Advent and Christmas 
has been different this year.  We are attempting the best 
we can to have some kind of normalcy with our 
messages and the decorations of our beautiful church.  
Thank you to Pastor and Rachael who have planned and 
done videos of messages and virtual services.  Many 
people of our congregation have helped in these efforts 
including the families lighting the Advent candles, our 
musicians, as well as song leaders.  Thank you 
everyone.  We hope you have been able to “attend” our 
virtual services.   

I cannot imagine Christmas without our church being 
decorated. The process was different this year. In the past, 
everyone in our congregation and especially the Saturday 
Nighters were invited to help with this fun time. But due to 
Covid-19, it was best to divide the tasks into teams with 
varying times. A BIG THANK YOU to my husband John for 
getting the trees and all the totes down from the belfry.  We 
have a new tree in the sanctuary this year – thanks to John 
and Kent Schroeder for putting it up and Catherine Burge, 
our organist, (who happened to be at church to practice) for 
straightening the angel tree top.  And then a BIG THANK 
YOU to all our decorators--Kim Graul, Linda Boyce, Harry 
and Donna Kimmle, Norma Mazander (sanctuary tree); 
Beth Miller (narthex tree); Colleen Hoercher (Gathering 
Area tree); Jeanette Schroeder (piano rail, lectern, and 
pulpit);  Karen Harris and Linda Boyce (the pew pieces and 
door wreaths); Eileen Kuehn (nativity scene over the west 
Gathering Area entrance); David and Lisa Tiedemann (altar 
and poinsettias); Gene Engelman (nativity by the altar). 
Thank you also to Brian and Donna Forsyth for setting up 
the luminaries.  And, of course, a BIG thank you to Sherri 
and Gene for keeping us organized and taking care of any 
incidentals that come along.    

We hope you will join us for our Christmas Eve 
Communion–come, experience, and feel his presence. 

Your Worship Ministry meets January 5.  For 
suggestions / concerns, contact me (618-566-7814). 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, 
that whoever believes in him should not perish but have 
eternal life.”   John 3:16 

Blessings, 

Karen Harris, Director 

 
 
 
 

YOU CAN HELP 

WE WILL BE TAKING DOWN 
CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS 
AFTER JANUARY 3rd Your help 
is needed.  Please call Karen 
Harris (618 / 566.7814) to 
schedule your time since we 
want to do this decorating with 
social distancing. 
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OFFERING ENVELOPES FOR 2021 

Offering Envelopes for 2021 were 
delivered to homes.  If you wish to 
have envelopes issued to you, you 
may contact the church office. 

THANK YOU for returning your 2021 faith-promise cards 
(financial pledges) to church.  These are kept 
confidential but it is IMPORTANT TO RETURN THEM.  
Note that this is not a contract and, if circumstances 
change, your giving may be higher or less. 

Please remember that if you made a pledge to OCWM 
(tan envelopes) or to the Property and Repair Fund 
(green envelopes), you must use the appropriate 
envelope or make a clear notation on your check or slip 
of paper.  Donations are not automatically split between 
funds and all undesignated funds go to the General 
Fund for operating expenses. 
 
 
 
 

EPIPHANY – GENTILE CHRISTMAS 

The Church observes the 
coming of the Gentile Magi 
(wise men) separately from 
Christmas on Epiphany, 
January 6th (the 12th Day of 
Christmas).  Epiphany is often 
observed on the Sunday before 
or even after that date.  Christmas decorations 
appropriately stay in place until Epiphany (not just New 
Year)! 

Did you know that 

➢ the magi were probably astrologers, a practice condemned by 
God’s Word in the Old Testament?  They would associate a 
heavenly light as the birth of a divine ruler or king. 

➢ the magi were probably from today’s Iran and were considered 
outsiders by the Jewish folks?  Epiphany shows that Jesus 
came for all people. 

➢ the magi were NOT kings, nor does the Bible tell us how many 
were involved (there were 3 unique gifts)? The magi were 
probably sent by their king or ruler with an official commission? 

➢ that gold, frankincense, and myrrh are unique gifts for the Child 
Jesus who was born into relative poverty and we don’t know 
what his earthly parents did with the gifts?  Gold is a precious 
commodity fit for a king.  Incense is the fragrance burned during 
religious sacrifice.  Myrrh is the resin exclusively used for the 
anointing / embalming of a corpse. 

➢ the magi’s trek, led by a “star” could have taken then several 
weeks or longer, even with camels (which were also not 
mentioned in the Scripture text)? 

➢ the magi not only honored, but worshipped Jesus as they 
arrived at the house (not stable) where Jesus was? 

➢ the magi likely arrived 2 years after Jesus’s birth?  Jealous King 
Herod, feeling threatened, killed all male children in Bethlehem 
who were 2 and under. 

MORE CAR PARADES 
WEDNESDAYS IN JANUARY  

AND FEBRUARY 

The Fellowship Ministry will continue to 
support the Mascoutah Food Pantry. We 
are hosting two more car parades. Both 
events will be on Wednesdays 

Please arrive at the main parking lot 
(located  on the west side at St. John) 
with your donations beginning at 4:30 pm.  We will get 
organized and make the short drive to the Food Pantry 
beginning at 5:00 pm. 

Please get the word out and come join us!  

+ January 6, 2021 

+ February 3, 2021 

All donations are welcome.  Items suggested are 
elsewhere in the newsletter. 

Thank you and God bless you!   Respectfully, 
 
 

Dreaux and Becky Barnes 
Director of Fellowship Ministry 

P.S.  Hello St. John Family, 
As you look back on the year 2020, and reflect what has 
transpired, it is normal to be scared, disillusioned, and 
troubled. Know that our loving God and his son Jesus 
Christ are with each and everyone of us. Continue to 
trust in the Lord!  
 
 
 

GET IN TOUCH WITH PASTOR HUGH 

EVEN DURING THE CURRENT CRISIS, YOU ARE 
WELCOME TO CALL OR TEXT ME DIRECTLY  using 
my mobile phone ( 618 / 566.2480) which looks like a 
landline number!  We will honor the CDC guidelines. 

HOWEVER, UNLESS THERE IS AN URGENT 
PASTORAL NEED, please avoid those texts or calls 
between 8:00 pm and 8:00 am. 

If there is a death, injury, crisis, or emergency, do not 
hesitate to contact me 24/7.  I am here for you as your 
pastor and friend.     Pr. Hugh 

 
 
 
 

UPPER ROOM DAILY DEVOTIONS FOR 
JANUARY AND FEBRUARY AVAILABLE 

PICK UP YOUR BOOKLET for daily use in the 
ELEVATOR LOBBY and take time for your faith and 
spiritual journey. If you need assistance, please call the 
church office.  Booklets are available in the Elevator 
Lobby from 9:00 am – 8:00 pm Monday to Friday. 
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HOMELESS OUTREACH 

Many thanks to all who donated 
towards the BAGS FOR THE 
HOMELESS this year.  And special 
appreciation for all who helped put 
them together.  On Sunday December 
13 about twenty youth and adults put 
together 190 backpacks.   

The bags were delivered to ‘MOMS ON A MISSION’ in 
Dupo Illinois.  They will distribute them throughout the 
Metropolitan St. Louis Area.  Please keep this group, 
and all they try to serve, in your prayers.  Your Mission 
Ministry thanks you again. 

Missions and UCC Ministry 

 
 
 

NEW MEMBERS 

With the approval of our Council, the following have 
become members of our St. John Church family— 

• Catherine Burge and Paul Schorsch.  Dr. Catherine 
is our Organist / Pianist.  Paul is her husband and 
plays the tympani.  Catherine is a music instructor at 
Greenville University and St. Louis Community 
College, gives private lessons and accompanies a  
number of community music groups.  Catherine and 
Paul are in the process of moving to their house in 
Mascoutah. 

• Dennis Lindsey. He is the husband of Rhonda 
(Bischoff) Richie-Lindsey and they co-own a 
property management firm in Fairview Heights. 

• Clyde ‘Red” Lemke. Clyde, who retired from the U.S. 
Air Force after a long career, has been attending St. 
John for many, many years.  He also noted for the 
murals around Mascoutah and our own outdoor 
Nativity figures. 

Please welcome and include them in 
our life and mission together.  A 
public welcome will be held as we are 
able to do so. 

IF YOU KNOW ANYONE 
INTERESTED IN JOINING ST. JOHN  
please have them contact Pr. Hugh.  
Membership requires a commitment 
to Christ, his Word, and his Church. 
 
 
 

PRAYER LIST  /  PRAYER CHAIN 

For critical situations, our Prayer Chain is 
devoted to immediate and specific prayer.  
Our regular prayer list includes those for 
whom prayer has been requested (usually 
incorporated into our Sunday Prayer of the 
Church / Intercessions). Just call the 
church office and we’ll get the word out. 

THANKSGIVING DINNERS 
THE SERVING OTHERS COMMITTEE 

This year certainly has been one challenge after 
another! 

ALTHOUGH WE HAD TO ADAPT for conditions, we 
provided 225 meals that were delivered in 1 hour!  14 
drivers participated.  We had 29 health forms filled out 
among the other people in the vehicles.  

We thank the 11/24 & 11/25 crew- Joyce Gibbs, Larry 
and Sue Mathews.  The turkey carvers were Keo Mills, 
Dreaux Barnes and David Backus.  Our turkey packers, 
(putting turkey in deliverable containers) were Patty 
Backus, Kevin Fletcher and Pat Fletcher.  Thank you all 
for your donations to our cause, TO SERVE OTHERS.  
Without financial support, we could NOT have gone 
forward.  God bless everyone that participated. 

Wonder what 2021 will bring?  Think positive+ 

SERVING OTHERS COMMITTEE- 
Dreaux Barnes, Cindy Layman, Becky Riester, Charlotte 

Schifferdecker, Jody Schuff and Jeanette Zinck 
 
NOTE:  Charlotte again did an incredible amount of work 
both coordinating and hands-on for this annual project.  
Thank you, to Charlotte. 
 
 
 

SATURDAY NIGHTERS DONATIONS 

The Saturday Nighters recently sent $500 checks to 
each of the following charities in Mascoutah:  

• Mascoutah Food Pantry,  

• Mascoutah Weekend Meals Program 

• Mascoutah Tuesday Women’s Club Tree of 
Hope  

• Leu Civic Center.  

These funds represented some of the proceeds from the 
January 2020 Pancake Breakfast.  We hope to be able 
to host a Pancake Breakfast sometime in 2021 (not in 
our usual January/February time slot). 
NOTE: ST. JOHN APPRECIATES THE ONGOING 
CONTRIBUTION  to our ministry and mission made by 
the Saturday Nighters group 
 
 
 
---------------return to the church office---------------------- 

SAVE PAPER AND POSTAGE 
GET YOUR NEWSLETTER ONLINE 

Save postage and paper by getting your newsletter 
online (email link) in a beautiful color format!  Please 
provide the church office your email address (not 
shared) 

NAME:  ______________________________________ 

EMAIL ADDRESS:  ________________________ 
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NOVEMBER 2020 
Financial $ummary 

General Fund Receipts                  $  32,748.00 

General Fund Expenses                    $  32,122.00 

Receipts minus Expenses                $       626.00 

Receipts minus Expenses                  $  36,848.00 
(Year to Date)  

With PPP (Year to Date)                 $   36,848.00 
Without PPP (Year to Date)             $ -18,335.00 

Cheerful giving comes from a 

Christ-filled heart 

MASCOUTAH FOOD PANTRY 
NEEDS FOR JANUARY 

Spanish Rice, Canned Mushrooms,  
Canned Sweet Potatoes, Chicken and 
Dumplings, Pork and Beans, Chili Beans,  
Coffee, Canned Salmon, Tuna Helper,  
Cream of Celery Soup, Manwich 

Thank you for your kindness and generosity. 

DROP ITEMS OFF AT THE FOOD PANTRY  
Tuesdays or Saturdays. 10 am-12  pm [for now, not 
at church] 

 
 

ST. JOHN OVER 80’s BIRTHDAY CLUB (JANUARY) 
January 3 Irene Engelman 80 years 10655 Fournie Lane 
 13 Lois Rasch 88 years 117 E. State St 
 17 Bobbye Patterson 85 years 1601 Concord Circle 
 30 Kenneth Hamann 93 years 414 S. Independence 

 

SPECIAL KNOWN WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES (DECEMBER) 

January 1 Keith and Donna Grodeon 68 years 
 2 Jeff and Karen Detering 22 years 
 6 Sarah and Steve Wilhelm 38 years 
 8 John and Ursula Klapetzky 55 years 
 20 Jennipher and Mark Vorhees 23 years 

(Are we missing your birthday or anniversary from this listing?  We publish birthdays of 80 and over and wedding 
anniversaries of 20 years or more.  Please let the church office know so we can update our records.  Thank you! 
 
 
 
 

MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP 

We meet each Wednesday 
in Fellowship Hall or 
outside, from 6:00-6:30.  
We’ll have fun and faith!  
This is open to all 6th, 7th 
and 8th graders!  Contact 
Rachael if you have any 
questions! 
 
 
 
 

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP 

Watch your mailbox for 
January and February activities 
from Rachael!  Questions or 
suggestions?  Please contact 
her! 

A NOTE OF THANKS 

On behalf of the Hearts in Service, I would like to 
express thanks and appreciation to Pastor Hugh, the 
Worship Ministry, and the many 
individuals who planned and 
coordinated the outdoor services 
and Sunday worship videos during 
COVID-19. 

It was uplifting and reassuring 
hearing the Word and listening to 
the beautiful musical selections filling the sanctuary with 
praise to God. 

Thank you everyone for the countless hours spent 
preparing each service! 

May we so live to enjoy that day when the Lord may say 
to us:  “Well done, good and faithful servant!  You have 
been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of 
many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!”  
Matthew 25:21 

Sabia Hinkle 
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CHURCH ACCESS AND OFFICE HOURS 

THE LOBBY AT THE 
ELEVATOR ENTRANCE WILL 
BE OPEN (without elevator 
access) Monday through Friday 
from 9:00am – 8:00pm 

▪ Here you can pick up 
devotion booklets, meeting 
materials, etc. 

▪ Here you can drop off items 
for mission projects, etc. 

 

Use of our church building continues to be limited during 
the pandemic.  Often the staff works remotely.  If you 
need access to the church for dropping off items, 
equipment, etc. call the office at 618 / 566.7311 or call 
Pastor or Rachael directly. 

OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR SHERRI DANIEL  now 
works Monday through Friday from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm 
(call the church to be let in and please wear a mask). 

ANY ACTIVITIES  in the building require scheduling 
arrangements and following restrictions and guidelines.  
For the sanctuary, contact Pastor Hugh.  For all other 
areas, contact Sherri. 

 
 
 
 

CAN YOU FIND 
THE WORDS BELOW 
IN THE PUZZLE? 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT'S TABLE 
FROM MY KITCHEN TABLE 

We have had a year of so many changes and questions.  
I, for one, am glad we are starting a new year!  I am not 
going to list everything that happened in 2020; all I want 
is a commitment from the Church Council and the whole 
church family to make every effort to stay safe, healthy, 
and ready to serve God and his Church! 

 

 

 

We are a good church, but we can be better.  It is all up 
to us.  We need your prayers, financial support, but we 
also NEED YOUR IDEAS – how we can make this a 
much better church to serve God, each other, and our 
community 

Let's make this new year, 2021, one of the best!  Call 
me, email, leave a message at the church. I will take 
your idea and work with the church to make it fit us. 

We are not through with COVID-19 yet. We still have a 
way to go; we can do it together, all of us and God! 

Always with his Blessing, 

Beth Miller  President 

Phone: 314-917-4981    Email: bemiller4702@att.net 
 
 
 

YOUR CHURCH COUNCIL  --  HERE TO 
SERVE WITH YOU 

President    Beth Miller  314 / 917.4981 
Secretary    Kathy Dyher   537.2433 
Directors of Ministries:    
 Stewardship/Treasurer:  Kent Schroeder   618 /558.6475 
 Worship:    Karen Harris   566.7814 
 Spiritual Life   Sandy Weyant   566.4280 
 Youth and Young Adult:   Melisa Sands   618 / 304.0460 
 Fellowship:  Dreaux & Becky Barnes   678 /770.6382 
 Missions UCC Relations: Bethany McQuiston 618 /530.4215 
 Christian Education:  Janice Doebert   618 / 444.3161 
 Community & Social Ministry:  Jody Schuff   618 / 954.8346 
 Building and Grounds:  David Miller   618 / 803.2586 
 Evangelism/Church Growth:  Lindsay Miller   618 / 623.8917 

EACH OF OUR 10 MINISTRIES  needs individuals 
willing to help be the leadership team for that 
part of our life and work together as a 
Congregation. 

EVERYONE HAS GIFTS AND ABILITIES  to be 
used to help proclaim the Good News and apply 
it within our church and beyond in fellowship, in 

fellowship, nurture, 
discipleship, wit-
ness, service, and 
worship. 

CONGREGATIONAL ANNUAL MEETING 

THE ANNUAL MEETING WAS 
HELD BY ZOOM VIDEO 
CONFERENCE  at 1:00 pm on 
Sunday, November 29th.  A few 
individuals attended in person at 
church, including the President, 
Director of Stewardship 
Ministry/Treasurer, Secretary, Vice 

President / Chair of Nominations, and Rachael and 
Jeremy Bearth, who arranged the internet connection 
and sound.  Attendance reflected almost 60 persons. 

THE PROPOSED 2021 BUDGETS WERE ADOPTED  
as presented.  The OPERATING BUDGET is $418,458 
(compared to $427,320 for 2020).  The ELM BUDGET 
for special activities and mission projects is $ 37,150.  
The operating budget reflects no change in salaries and 
a reduction in health insurance costs for the pastor. 

NOMINATIONS for Council positions were approved.  
Janice Doebert succeeds Helene Seibert as Director of 
Christian Education Ministry.  Welcome Janice.  Thank 
you to Helene. 

BUILDING AND GROUNDS MINISTRY  notes that the 
roof on the Education wing, damaged by high winds, has 
been replaced through our Church Mutual insurance 
coverage.  Other roof repairs had been made by the 
generosity of the roofing contractor. 
 
 
 

MASCOUTAH WEEKEND MEALS 
UPDATE 

We are averaging 120 bags of meals each month for 
kids in the 5 Mascoutah Schools.  For December, we 
were able to give them a 
$10 voucher for groceries at 
Tom’s and a larger amount 
of food items. 

Due to our limitations, we 
are not allowing as many 
people to pack each month and are doing more of a 
reservation system to pack.  We are unable to pack at 
the Middle School for now and are packing in Fellowship 
Hall.  Thanks goes to Gene for helping with this! 

We are not collecting food donations at this time but are 
accepting financial donations.  Checks are written to 
“Mascoutah Weekend Meals” and can be given or sent 
to Rachael Bearth at church.  We are ordering with Mike 
Klein from Tom’s, which has been immensely helpful in 
finding all of our needed food items. 

We are so grateful for all of your support of this program 
over the years!  Thank you!!! 

Rachael Bearth, 

Vice-President of Mascoutah Weekend Meals 
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THANK GOD FOR ANSWERED PRAYERS 

“So I say to you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will 
find; knock, and it will be opened to you. 10 For everyone who asks 
receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be 
opened.”  [Luke 11: 9-10] 

How many of us don't share our own difficulties because 
we want to be a burden on others? I know I count myself 
in this number!  I often thank God in wonder why he 
chose me to work through in these times when so many 
more deserving Christians were taken up to live in 
heaven with him instead. It can be hard to share my own 
inner world when encountering difficulties, especially 
since I know so much of the goodness of God in every 
day life.  Due to this issue, I really enjoy meeting with the 
various book study groups when possible.  

The recent group study for "The Best ‘Yes’" has 
really blessed me by candidly sharing their own realities 
of struggles and blessings through life's issues.  I felt 
safe to share this recent struggle there, and God truly 
answered the prayers of this group in a miraculous 
way!  I have a diagnosis of a rare, chronic health 
condition, yet the Lord allows me to see His goodness of 
life almost 30 years after that diagnosis in spite of the 
fact that I watched my own mother die from this 
condition many years ago. 

You can guess that this issue cropped up recently as 
measured by blood tests--in fact, the elevation of the 
wrong numbers started occurring in August even as we 
set our house up for sale in order to move into one we 
purchased in Mascoutah.  By the first week of 
December, I had tried natural medicinal means with help 
of a professional in this field  to attempt to set this into 
remission again, but in fact the condition was worse than 
before using the naturopathic advice. Where are you 
God? I asked for help--I thought you answered and I 
obeyed the help you sent?? 

Going to the book study that week, I was overcome with 
my own weakness and requested the small group send 
out prayers for me---the wonderful ladies there not only 
heard me through the issues, but had comfort and joy to 
share in helping me believe for finances to employ 
medical help and hope that the house for sale could find 
the right buyer seeking to celebrate the New Year by 
owning this home.  My medical specialist advised me to 
go on a prescription that causes my symptoms of this 
diagnosis to abate but also causes me to experience 
sleeplessness and even mental hallucinations if taken 
long term.  I prayed and took the prescription drug. 

One week later, the specialist called me to say she 
had never seen such a quick response to this 
prescription--the bloodwork that was showing 
alarming elevation had returned to be completely 
normal! 

Although she sang the praises of this drug, I told her 
I was certain it was God’s answer to the prayers that 
did it!  Praise to our Mighty God I am now drawing 

off this stuff and have some good night’s sleep 
again.  I believe the Lord used this incident to help 
me accept help from others as well as manage the 
considerable emotions present in me with our house 
up for sale.  I feel the rest of his presence even as we 
wait for the right buyer to discover it!  Please pray and 
share the real estate link with those looking or wanting a 
change  https://www.realtor.com/realestateandhomes-
detail/617-E-Oak-St_Greenville_IL_62246_M84518-
61467 
 
 
 
 
 

DEATHS 

November 22 – Maurice George Hill, 
89, died on Saturday, November 22 at 
home in Ann Arbor, MI.  He is survived 
by his wife, Barbara, and one son, 
John (Leta Nikulshina) Hill; two 
grandchildren, Lydia and Vladimir, and 
one great granddaughter, Rose.  

Funeral service and burial at St. Vladimir’s Russian 
Orthodox Church in Dexter, Michigan. 

November 23 – Richard Russell Joellenbeck, 70, of 
Mascoutah, passed away November 23 at St. 
Elizabeth’s Hospital in O’Fallon IL. Survivors include his 
wife, LuAnn; three children, Cheryl (Tim) Soderstrom, 
Neil (Emily) Joellenbeck and Rhonda (Paul) Sweeny; 
and eight grandchildren. A private funeral service was 
held on Friday, November 27 at St. John with Pastor 
Hugh Fitz officiating. Interment followed at Lake View 
Memorial Gardens, Fairview Heights IL. 

November 23 – Ralph J. ‘Skip” Kehrer, Jr, 84, of New 
Memphis, died November 23 at Cedar Ridge Health 
Care Center in Lebanon IL. Skip is survived by two sons, 
Steve (Jane) Kehrer and Robert (Susie) Kehrer; four 
grandchildren; six great grandchildren; a brother and a 
sister. Burial of cremains was December 12 in New 
Memphis, IL with Pr. Fitz officiating. 

November 28 – Doris J. Klein, 89, of Mascoutah, 
passed away November 28 at Mercy Rehab and Care 
Center in Swansea IL. Surviving are daughters, Gail 
Kimmle, Gwen (Keith) Hayes, Gina (Chris) Haas; eight 
grandchildren; 21 great grandchildren. A private funeral 
service was held on December 2 at St. John UCC with 
Pastor Hugh Fitz. Interment followed at Mascoutah City 
Cemetery. 

December 6 – Paul J. Knipp, 84, of Mascoutah, died 
December 6 at MarKa Nursing Home. He is survived by 
his wife, Carrie, and a son, Steve (Connie Kappert) 
Knipp; several grandchildren and great grandchildren; a 
sister, Diane Knipp and brother-in-law, Rich (Becky) 
Dawson. A private funeral service was held on Friday, 
December 11 at St. John with Rev. Hugh Fitz officiating. 
Interment followed in Mascoutah City Cemetery. 

https://www.realtor.com/realestateandhomes-detail/617-E-Oak-St_Greenville_IL_62246_M84518-61467
https://www.realtor.com/realestateandhomes-detail/617-E-Oak-St_Greenville_IL_62246_M84518-61467
https://www.realtor.com/realestateandhomes-detail/617-E-Oak-St_Greenville_IL_62246_M84518-61467
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Rachael’s Repor 

Happy New Year!  Since it’s a new year, it’s time for something NEW!  Each month of 2021, I will focus on a 
certain scripture or Bible story.  And since it’s January and a beginning, it’s time to start at creation.  Where it all 
began.   

Genesis 1:27 
So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; 
                                male and female he created them. 
I need to hear this scripture and so do you!  You and I are created in 
God’s image!  That means we were created from HIM!  That’s pretty 
amazing to me and reminds me that I am truly his!  God made us like Him. 
Wow.  That still amazes me each time I type it!  So today (and every day), in 
spite of the intrusion of sin, know that YOU are an image of God. That should 
make you stand taller, be prouder and certainly feel more loved! 

My cell # (618) 719-9702  New Year Blessings, 
My email: rachael.bearth@gmail.com Rachael ☺  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEMORIALS RECEIVED 
IN LOVING MEMORY OF… 

Maurice Hill by Dennis and Barbara Wetzler, Saturday Nighters, 
Treva Carr, Mary and Chuck Carnahan 

Richard Joellenbeck by Myron and Evelyn Renth, Dennis and 
Barbara Wetzler, Muriel Brockmeier, Jim and Darlene Schomaker, 
Tim and Linda Boyce, Susan Daniels, John and Linda Long, 
Everfaithful Guild, Rich and Sabia Hinkle, Beth Miller, Bill O’Hara and 
Nancy Larson, Harry and Donna Kimmle, John and Karen Harris, 
Treva Carr, Andrew Renth, Charlotte Schifferdecker, Jerry and 
Rhuann Caliper, Betty and Tom Determan, Don and Jane Grodeon 

Ralph Kehrer Jr by Tim and Linda Boyce, Robert and Sarah Kehrer, 
Velma Brokering, Robert and Collette Kehrer 

Doris Klein by Fran Graul 

June Riess by Treva Carr 

Bruce Owen by Treva Carr 

Allen Stein by Muriel Brockmeier, Treva Carr 
Paul Knipp by Bob and Beth Zerkle, Bill Keck, Loyd and Glen 
Isringhaus, Bob Skeen, Tom and Sandy Swoboda and family, Arlene, 
Scott and Bradley Glaeser, Danny and Catherine Thomas, Rose 
Stein, Curtis and Marlene Wolf, Harry and Donna Kimmle, John and 
Karen Harris, Roy and Renate Gray, Judie Kolb, Dennis and Barbara 
Wetzler, Jewel Baker, Treva Carr, Norma Mazander, Charlotte 
Schifferdecker, Dennis and Cindy Spindler, Jerry and Rhuann 
Caliper, Tom and Marilyn Fahey  and daughters, Tim and Linda 
Boyce, Theodore and Cynthia Moore 
Wayne Laquet by Marica LaQuet and family; Andy and Andrea, 
Kami and Rick, Donny, Hailey, Tyler, Natalie, Addy, Lainey; Rosalee 
LaQuet and family; Mark and Linda, Bryan and Cathy, Diane and 
Mike, Donna; Bobbye Patterson and family; Darrell and Sue, Donna 
and Bill, Melinda and Chip 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THANKS - THE CHRISTMAS JOURNEY 

On Sunday, December 20, 38 kids (16 families) took part 
in the Christmas Journey (similar to a scavenger hunt!) 
from 2:00-4:00 throughout Mascoutah as a family.  They 
took part in the Christmas story as they drove to different 
homes. They read Scripture, saw Mary & Joseph, made 
some sheep and peace ornaments…and had a little 

sugar, too!         

We were grateful to have a sunshine filled afternoon for 
the event!  Special thanks to Tom & Cathy Klingelhoefer, 
John & Chris Harris, Dreaux & Becky Barnes, Treva 
Carr, Krista Eckert, Harry & Suzy Friederich, Casey 
Hoercher and Denny & Barb Wetzler for the use of their 
driveways and for helping with set up and tear down!  
Thank you also to Helene Seibert and Mary Wolf for their 
help ending the event with a celebration!  This event was 
very special because I was able to spend time with each 
child and talked about baby Jesus, the manger and that 
Jesus is the STAR of Christmas!  Thank you for such a 
wonderful CHRIST-filled afternoon!!!   

--Rachael Bearth 
Minister of Youth and Christian Education 

mailto:rachael.bearth@gmail.com
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SCHEDULE FOR MEALS ON WHEELS 

January  7   East- West-Linda Juenger                        Third- 
  14 East-Jack Klopmeyer                  West-Charlotte Schifferdecker  Third-Treva Carr/Rhuann Caliper 
  21 East-Tom & Cathy Klingelhoefer  West-Dan Dietz                  Third- 
   28 East-Treva Carr/Rhuann Caliper              West-Sue Wagner              Third-Rosie Taylor/Sue Nichols 
 
 
 
 
 

CHRISTMAS SPIRITUAL BOUQUETS 

Given in memory of: 
RICHARD AND GLADYS TAYLOR by Don and Rosie Taylor JOHN AND RUTH SPANLEY by Don and Rosie Taylor 
ELMER, ROSE AND MARY BOLLER by the Howard Boller family 
THINKING OF THEIR LOVING PARENTS  DEL AND TOMMIE HOERCHER and GROVER AND MARGIE BRANNAM  at Christmas with love by 

Mike and Colleen Hoercher ALBERT AND META DICKHAUT by Virgil and Ruth Mattern and family 
SHIRLEY MAE DICKHAUT by Robert Dickhaut   ALBERT AND META DICKHAUT by Robert Dickhaut 
VIRGIL AND BEATRICE KRAUS by Robert Dickhaut  CHARLES AND DELORES TIEDEMANN by Bill and Sharon McDowell 
JEANINE HAMANN by Kenneth Hamann MATTHEW HAMANN by Kenneth Hamann 
RALPH, ELSIE AND ROBERT PRESS by Mark and Tami Press and family 
ERWIN & ANITA FUNK, DENNIS FUNK and JIMMY FUNK by Mark & Tami Press and family, Tim & Shelia Funk and family, Tom Funk and family 
THEIR PARENTS-ALBERT AND BERTHA KLINGEL and MARVIN AND GEORGIA COMSTOCK by Warren and Barbara Klingel and family 
HARVEY SEERING by Gladys Seering and family HER LOVED ONES by Gladys Seering and family 
LEROY BISCHOFF by Dennis and Rhonda Richie-Lindsey, Allison Richie and Erica Larsen 
ROY MCAFEE by Glenda McAfee DEBRA MCAFEE STOUT by Glenda McAfee 
CLARENCE AND CLARA SCHROEDER by Glenda McAfee LEROY SCHROEDER by Glenda McAfee 
GERALD SCHROEDER by Glenda McAfee RON SCHROEDER by Glenda McAfee 
JOHN BANKS by Sandy and Jack Weyant NELSON AND VIRGINIA WEYANT by Sandy and Jack Weyant 

Given in honor of: 
DAVID AND LISA TIEDEMANN by Bill and Sharon McDowell 
LAVERN BISCHOFF by Dennis and Rhonda Richie-Lindsey, Allison Richie and Erica Larsen 
HELEN BANKS by Sandy and Jack Weyant 

 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 

Given in memory of: 
MR. AND MRS. MILTON HAAS by The Kimmle family  
MR. AND MRS. UDELL KIMMLE SR. by The Kimmle family 
GARY KIMMLE by The Kimmle family  
OLIVER AND GLORIA RIECHMANN by Jim Kuehn family 
WALTER KUEHN by Jim Kuehn family  
HER GRANDPARENTS- CHARLES AND LORENA GRAUL by Rachael Bearth 
DOROTHY A., VICTOR B., DWIGHT A., CLIFFORD W. AND ERIC D. JOELLENBECK by grandchildren, nieces, nephews, and cousins 
THEIR BELOVED PAPA JOE by Emma and Madeleine, Benjamin and Samuel, Jessica, Jeannine, Jacob and Jaclyn 
BRAD O’NEILL by Bob and Beth Zerkle  EVERETTE AND LOUISE ZERKLE by Bob and Beth Zerkle 
RICHARD ZERKLE by Bob and Beth Zerkle ED AND BONNIE JORDAN by Bob and Beth Zerkle 
ELIZABETH JORDAN by Bob and Beth Zerkle DOROTHY JORDAN by Bob and Beth Zerkle 
THEIR PARENTS-JOHN AND MARILYNN HARRIS AND VICTOR AND ESTHER SCHRADER by John and Karen Harris 
MARY SCHROEDER by Kent Schroeder ELMER, VERNELL AND WALT by Jeanette Materkowski and family 
ERNST BAILEY by Betty Bailey VERENA AND ELMER HOERDT by Betty Bailey 
DELORES AND CHUCK TIEDEMANN by David and Lisa Tiedemann  

Given in honor of: 
THEIR BELOVED NANA by Emma and Madeleine, Benjamin and Samuel, Jessica, Jeannine, Jacob and Jaclyn 
HER GODMOTHER, JACKIE JOELLENBECK by Cheryl Soderstrom 
GERRY ROBBINS, her mother, by David and Lisa Tiedemann 
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NOTES OF THANKS 

“Dear Friends of St. John UCC Mascoutah,  

Thank you so much for your thoughtful gift of 36 gifts for Foster Care 
Clients for our Hope for the Holidays Drive. You are making a 
tremendous difference in the lives of the youth and families we serve 
on a daily basis.  

We provide shelter and safety for a child with nowhere else to go, 
counseling to a developmentally disabled teen struggling to 
understand the world around them, an education for a child with 
severe behavioral issues, and a number of community outreach 
programs for several other at risk groups and so much more.  

Since its inception in 1895, Hoyleton Youth and Family Services has 
continually expanded its commitment to all people, young and old 
alike, who are in need. So much more than a donation, this gift 
stands for hope, love and a new beginning for the youth and families 
we serve.  

Friends of St. John UCC Mascoutah, we appreciate the faith you 
have in Hoyleton Youth and Family Services and again, thank you for 
your support! If at anytime I can answer any question, or be of 
assistance, please feel fee to contact me at (618) 688-7094.  

Sincerely, 

Meghan Murphy 
Volunteer & Event Coordinator, Hoyleton Youth and Family Services” 
 
“Dear St. John family, 

We wish to extend our heartfelt gratitude for every single 
prayer, word of sympathy, and act of compassion 
extended in our loss of Richard, Dad, and Papa Joe.  
Hugs and holds have been tabled for months yet they 
are something so critical to our existence.  Sometimes 
hugs are delivered in a kind word, a wonderful neighbor 
who rings your bell, notes in beautifully-worded cards, a 
meal or a package that arrives from someone who knew 
just what you needed.  Rich was profoundly proud of his 
family’s roots in St. John, and his personal roots and 
faith ran deep as this is where he was baptized, 
confirmed, worshipped and celebrated as he claimed his 
reward, entering into eternal life with his Maker.  Thank 
you for lifting up our family in our time of need, our time 
of grief. 

LuAnn, Cheryl, Neil, Rhonda & families” 
 
 
Dear St. John friends: 

We appreciate the many thoughtful Christmas cards and 
gifts you shared with us and the love and care you 
expressed through them.  Beloved, let us continually love 
one another…           Pr. Hugh and Bo 
 
 

PLEASE RETURN YOUR 2021 
FINANCIAL FAITH-PROMISE CARD 

A.S.A.P. THANK YOU 

TAKING TIME FOR WORSHIP   --  
VIDEOS PROVIDED WEEKLY 

LET’S KEEP REACHING  OUT TO OTHERS  by phone, 
video conference, cards, etc. and to meet any needs.  
No one should be kept isolated!  As a 
church family, we need to be here for 
each other and for those near us.   

MEANWHILE, PLEASE TAKE TIME 
FOR WORSHIP USING THE 
WEEKLY VIDEOS  edited by Maddie 
Donovan and now including hymns, 
children’s message, church bells, 
anthem, as well as the Word and 
Prayer. 

WORSHIP VIDEOS ARE POSTED ON THREE SITES— 
1. our church website     www.saintjohnucc.org  
2. our church Facebook page 
 https://www.facebook.com/StJohnUCCMascoutah/ 
3. our church’s YouTube channel   www.youtube 
 (search for St. John UCC Mascoutah) 

PLEASE CONTINUE TO STAY SAFE  as you maintain 
social (physical) distance (including not having family or 
friends together) and use face coverings.   Any of us 
could be carrying the virus!  Continue to sanitize and 
wash hands, and wipe down surfaces. 
 
 
 
 
 

CHRISTMAS ARRANGEMENTS 
DELIVERED 

On Saturday, December 12, our Church 
delivered Christmas arrangements to all 
nursing home residents in Mascoutah 
and to all of our church members that are 
homebound in Mascoutah and the local 
area. Unfortunately, because of the virus, 
we were not able to personally deliver the 
arrangements to the nursing home 
residents. However, the staff of the nursing homes did 
deliver an arrangement to each resident to help them 
celebrate the Christmas holidays. 

We were able to personally deliver Christmas  
arrangements to all of our homebound congregation 
members living in Mascoutah and the surrounding area. 
They were all very appreciative for both the thoughts and 
prayers of the congregation and the floral arrangements. 

Thank you to Cathy Welker and her staff at Flowers, 
Balloons, etc. for preparing all of the arrangements. 
Thank you to Tim Boyce, who coordinated this project, 
and all the members who helped make the deliveries. It 
was a day filled with Christmas spirit! 

Missions and UCC Relations Ministry 

http://www.saintjohnucc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/StJohnUCCMascoutah/
http://www.youtube/
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SICK AND/OR HOSPITALIZED 

Those who are ill appreciate your prayers.  If you have opportunity to visit (being sensitive to the 
specific situation) those who are hospitalized, it will help them feel that they are part of our caring 
church family.  We are signs of God’s presence and peace in Christ for one another. 

Below is our current prayer list. Many of these were hospitalized, injured, or reported ill and we pray 
for God’s comfort, strength, and healing for all: 

The families of John Muston, Rich Joellenbeck, Ralph Kehrer, Maurice Hill, Doris Klein, and Paul Knipp; the Covid-19 pandemic and all 
affected; Matt Riester, Linda Heape, Mary Richter, Nancy Endrijaitis, Carrie Knipp, Bob Welker, Rich Dawson, Florence Wagner, Gina, 

Melissa, Pr. Bill Causer, Sarah Herndon, John Long, Mary Ann Krummrich, Barbara Hill, Kari Rhoderick, Carla Weiss, Shorty Groff, Dorothy Renth, Elsie Kebel, 
Christine Braunseis, Kent Snyder, Douglas Habbe, Shelly Rehkemper, Tim and Sandy Ritter, Kris Fricke, Myron Potthast, Grayson Roemer, Joann Manning, Jean 
Ann Manning, Stan Mehosky, Ivan Mehosky, Ryan, Rick Pullen, Mark Wachtel, Debbie Woodrum, Everett Laird, Sharon Fournie, Judy Kautz, Charlie Knoth, Rylie 
McLeod, Fred Davis, Linda Shofner, Alexandra Green, Skye and Savannah Baker, Helen Friederich, Maren Poettker, Adam Shofner, Barbara Emig, Mark Wilhelm, 
Tiffany Sherman, Cindy Cahill, Camryn Belcher, Patricia Voss, Carol Seal, John Venarsky, Ray Carr, Diana Walker, Julia Burgard, David Endsley, Sunny Comer, Lou 
Schubert, Robert Schlecht, Kelle Schmidtke, Chris Sauerhage, Chuck Ridge, Debbie Hoercher, Brent and Liz Tinsley, Rosemary Cooper, Rita Wilhelm, Alivia, Jerry 
Caliper, Alice Bushue, Doris Sailer, Larry Bell, Gary Vielweber, Kent Barber, Andrew Seitz, Jackson Cruthis, Sandy Bloos,  Peyton, Nora and Owen Larson, Danette 
Barttelbort, Brian Moll, Wanda Sigman, Matthew, Brian Dawson, Lonnie Ostrom, Ann Graul, Lisa Fredrick, Randy Clover, Jaclyn Danner, Linda Eckerman, Alan 
Snowden, Crystal Huber, Greg Weber, Joshua, congregations with conflict or pastoral vacancies, Heather Ploesser, Michelle Detering, Margaret Oltmann, Barbara 
Farrero, Andy Kuehn  

In addition, the following persons are in nursing care/retirement/assisted living center facilities.  St. John Family – 
visit these folks as you are able, pray for them, and assist them and their families as you can.  If you have an hour or two, 
why not visit them – they appreciate the visits. 

Nursing Homes and Rehab Centers 

Marka Nursing Home, 201 S. 10th Street – Esther Grodeon, Elsie 
Kebel 

Assisted Living Centers: 

Assisted Living at Silver Creek, 1227 Winding Oaks Lane, 
Mascoutah– Dorothy Schrempp, Betty Long 

Morningside of Shiloh - Room 202, 1201 Hartman Lane, Shiloh IL 
62221–Betty Wager 

Oak Hill, 623 Hamacher St. # 210, Waterloo IL  62298—Janet 
Heberer 

Cedarhurst of Shiloh, 429 S. Main Street, Shiloh IL  62269 – Terry 
Kissel 

Brightly Assisted Living, 649 Legacy Place Mascoutah – Eunice 
Wahl, # 122; Charlene Underwood # 17, Keith and Donna 
Grodeon #29 

Avalon Memory Care Center, 750 N. Greenville Ave #6, Allen TX 
75013 - Laverne Bischoff 

Homebound Persons 

Some of these folks get out and to church on occasion but are 
limited.  Please keep in touch with them. 

Barbara Emig 

Bob and Kathryn Ganschinietz 

Barbara Hill (Michigan) 

Warren and Bobbie Klingel 

Mary Ann Krummrich 

Marilyn Lamb 

Laverne Bischoff (Texas) 

Mary Richter 

Judy Watschinger 

Ruby and Loraine Yarber 

Clarence Vogel 

Jeanette Zinck 

Peg Ratliff 

Patricia Schroeder 

IF THERE ARE OTHERS, please let the church office and Pastor know – our goal is to resume providing a DVD of the 
Sunday services and visits with Communion. Meanwhile, if possible, steer them to the website and Facebook for a weekly 
video of worship (Service of the Word and Prayer). 
 
 
 
 

MASCOUTAH TREE OF HOPE 

Tree of Hope, under the sponsorship of Mascoutah 
Tuesday Woman's Club, thanks the St John UCC 
Saturday Nighters, St John Happy Quilters and St John 
Everfaithful Guild for their donations to the Tree of Hope 
Children's Clothing and Shoe Drive. Back-to-School 
shoes will also be provided in August.  Your generosity 
in these hard times are appreciated by 109 children from 
36 families. 
 

 
 
 
 

PLEASE RETURN 
YOUR 2021 
FINANCIAL 

FAITH-PROMISE 
(PLEDGE CARD) 

TO THE CHURCH 
OFFICE 

 



 17 

2020 ILLINOIS SOUTH CONFERENCE 
ANNUAL  

MEETING 
REPORT 

OCTOBER 24, 2020 

 

This year’s meeting was completely virtual.  Delegates 
were able to Zoom as well as watch the meeting live on 
YouTube.  

Our 2020 delegates were Dreaux Barnes, Rachael 
Bearth, Beth Miller and Melisa Sands. 

After some technical difficulties, the meeting began.  It 
was a normal start to a meeting; prayer, adoption of the 
agenda, approval of 2019 minutes. Then time was spent 
on explaining how the meeting would be run (for 
technology reasons), how voting would work and then a 
practice vote virtually. 

Next, Shirley Asmussen, Director of Outdoor Ministries 
at DuBois Center was honored in her years of service to 
the conference.  She is retiring this year and was given a 
gift.  Shirley made a beautiful video of her DuBois 
memories with pictures. 

Rev. Dave Sigmund gave his presentation on the 3 
Great Loves campaign.  The 3 loves are love of 
neighbor, love of children and love of creation.  
Churches shared how they are loving these three 
through the group chat.  →How does St. John show love 
to these three? 

The treasurer’s report was next.  The conference is in a 
deficit.  The proposed combined (DuBois and 
Conference) revenue is $830,000 and proposed 
expenses are $995,885, leaving a deficit of $165, 885.  
In 2020, the Payroll Protection Loan was $85,843.  It is 
for DuBois Center and Highland offices, combined.  It 
was suggested to not only do a yearly campaign, but a 
semi-annual campaign.  It was also mentioned to leave 
the conference or DuBois Center in your will.  The vote 
passed to accept the 2021 budget. 

We voted on bylaw additions to our bylaws and it 
passed.  The bylaws are focused on pandemic and 
remote conditions.  It was suggested that churches also 
put them in their bylaws.  A lawyer was approached and 
there is permission to use the same verbiage as the 
conference into each church’s bylaws.  →As delegates, 
we thought this should be added to our bylaws. 

The meeting ended with remarks by our Conference 
Minister, Rev. Shana Johnson.  She was very grateful 
for how each church has adapted and was teary-eyed in 
her message.   

Respectfully Submitted, 

Rachael Bearth 
 
 
 

PACKING BAGS FOR THE HOMELESS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JOIN THE WISE MEN IN WORSHIPPING 
JESUS --HAPPY EPIPHANY  

(OBSERVED JANUARY 3) 
 
 
 
 

MASCOUTAH AREA RESIDENTS--WE 
NEED YOUR OPINION ON A NEW YMCA! 

The survey asks for your opinion on 

• proposed locations 

• programs for teens and children 

• programs for adults and seniors 

• membership rates 

Enter the survey by using the link below.  It takes less 
than 15 minutes!  All surveys taken by December 31 will 
be entered into a drawing for one of four $50 Mascoutah 
bucks to use in a local business. 

Click on the link or enter into your browser 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MascoutahYMCA 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MascoutahYMCA

