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THE VOICE OF FELLOWSHIP            ST. JOHN 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

MASCOUTAH, ILLINOIS 

THE MONTHLY NEWSLETTER                                                         JULY 2020 

 
 

A NOTE FROM PASTOR HUGH 
 
 

CONFRONTING RACISM 
 
 

Dear St. John Church family and friends:  
 
THE DEATH OF GEORGE FLOYD, AN AFRICAN-AMERICAN at the hands of a white 
policeman in Minneapolis has led to protests against racism throughout our nation.  I have 
been doing some painful thinking and realize that racism is an ever present, sometimes 
subtle, reality lurking just under the surface in many persons, most of us and me included. 
In our Prayer of the Church we often pray to confront and overcome our racial bigotry and 
division. The current protests arise out of the sense of powerlessness and anger that 
systemic racism has created.  The system does need some changes.  Lives need 
SPIRITUAL (not just legal) renewal! 
 
HERE IN MASCOUTAH, WE TEND TO THINK OF OURSELVES AS SHELTERED AND PROTECTED. We do 
not want to see issues of race, let alone address them. Often we, middle class folks, do not really grasp the 
additional socio-economic divisions (rich / poor) that are here, even apart from racial or ethnic concerns.  When 
we unwittingly think of others as “those people,” we also divide and look down on others, pitifully unaware of 
our own blessings.  Yes, there is “white privilege!”  Being white automatically provides advantages and 
opportunities that have, even now, been denied to persons of color, especially to those in poverty.  And how 
quickly our stereotypes (based on some anecdotes and opinions) become generalizations! Hearts grow cold 
and excuses take over.  
 
AS YOUR PASTOR, I DO NOT BELIEVE OUR PRIMARY MISSION IS SEEKING “SOCIAL JUSTICE.” Our 
primary mission is to bring the new and eternal life we have by faith in the cross and resurrection of Christ into 
SINFUL hearts and lives. God’s mercy, his forgiving and self-giving love transforms hearts. BUT FROM SUCH 
TRANSFORMED HEARTS we will find ways to meet human need, to work for peace, to address abuses of 

power and privilege, to seek honest justice in the righteousness of the Lord. As 
individuals and as a congregation we will need to continue to support and participate 
in all efforts to bring renewal to our broken world, to take care of and protect God’s 
creation, to advocate for the most vulnerable and oppressed.  
 
AND THAT MEANS WE UNDERSTAND WHITE SILENCE IS WHITE VIOLENCE! 
When we do not speak up, we are condoning what is evil. Racism is evil. We have 
been complicit in the discrimination and exclusion of minorities, not only in the past, 
but even now. My family may never have owned slaves or refused service to a black 
family or even been aware of our “whiteness,” but how much have we done to 
confront racism?                                                  
                                                                                       [continues on page 2→] 
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BUT WHAT CAN WE DO?  

1. On a personal level, do you cringe when you hear 
bigotry from your friends? But do you speak up? 
Or are you silent? Do you stop to think of your 
own biased opinions and stereotypes to be aware 
of them and address them within yourself? Self-
awareness is a good starting point.  

2. Do you try to understand the “black experience” 
or do you assume it is just whining? 

3. Do you support efforts to support education and 
healthcare for those in poor areas (black, Latino, 
or white) or do you just hope it goes away since 
many government programs have already failed 
to bring about change?  

4. When you see African Americans, do you make assumptions about them or jest about their sometimes 
unique subculture and its customs? Different does not mean divisive. Different does not mean inferior.  

5. Do you try to understand, as a white person (especially a younger white male), how few times you have 
been stopped by a law enforcement officer (regardless of crime statistics and demographics which can 
make a difference in some communities) for just being somewhere?  

6. Would you consider being more of an activist and perhaps join a (peaceful) protest march. You might even 
be an influence for good.  

 
THROUGH THE APOSTLE ST. PAUL (EPHESIANS 4: 26) GOD REMINDS US “BE ANGRY, BUT DO NOT 
SIN. And do not let the sun go down on your anger.”  We should be passionate (angry) about evil. Jesus, in his 
holy life, was angry as he confronted injustice and exploitation and, yes, immorality.  But passion and anger 
should never lead to (self-centered) sin, to violence, to looting, to bitterness, to hatred, to grudges. 
Unfortunately the legitimate passion and rage has been subverted by opportunistic criminal elements and 
perhaps even by anarchists who are bound and determined to destroy capitalism, American culture, and many 
of the values that are a blessing from God.  Don’t let the thugs take your eyes off the cause!  And, please don’t 
let our strong support of law enforcement in any way hinder us from recognizing the misuse of its power and 
authority where that has occurred.  Thank you for your attention to my concerns.  I believe that the Holy Spirit 
may even use the present chaos and unnerving situations, including the covid-19 virus, to breathe some of 
God’s life and love into our soul! Even when it is uncomfortable. 
 
 
 
 

CHRISTIAN RADIO 

During our “stay at home” time, Christian radio can be a 
real encouragement in addition to the videos from St. 
John or other churches.  

These radio stations vary by content, musical style, and 
format.  Some feature national broadcast preachers, 
others local, some traditional hymns, some Gospel 
music, some contemporary praise and worship. 
FM 89.7 KQRC  
 91.5 KSIV  Bott Broadcasting 
 99.1 KLJY  Contemporary Christian 
AM  630 KYFI  Bible Broadcasting 
  850 KFUO Lutheran 
 1320 KSIV  Bott Broadcasting 

YouTube is another place to find a wonderful variety of 
Christian music and worship.  Use the search to locate 
specific preferences. 

GET IN TOUCH WITH PASTOR HUGH 

EVEN DURING THE CURRENT CRISIS, YOU ARE 
WELCOME TO CALL OR TEXT ME DIRECTLY  using 
my mobile phone ( 618 / 566.2480) which looks like a 
landline number!  We will honor the CDC guidelines. 

HOWEVER, UNLESS THERE IS AN URGENT 
PASTORAL NEED, please avoid those texts or calls 
between 8:00 pm and 8:00 am.   

If there is a death, injury, crisis, or emergency, do not 
hesitate to contact me 24/7.  I am here for you as your 
pastor and friend.     Pr. Hugh 

 
 

CONTEMPORARY CHRISTIAN MUSIC 
 
 

http://www.joyfmonline.org/
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SUNDAY PREACHING AND WORSHIP THEMES    JULY   2020 

 
 

JULY 5  LET FREEDOM RING 
PENTECOST 5  [Romans 7: 15-25 ; Matthew 11: 16-19, 25-30] 
  As we give thanks for our wonderful nation and its freedoms (especially to 

worship and speak and elect our government), we are aware of a movement to 
abuse that freedom, to be divisive and selfish, and to be like “spoiled children” 
demanding that even God conform to our plans.  Even St. Paul realized how 
easily he reverted to the slavery of sin from the wonderful freedom we have in 
Christ.  This is a day to rediscover and celebrate true freedom. 

  HOLY COMMUNION  (OUTDOOR SERVICE AT 9:00 am) 
  PATRIOTIC EMPHASIS 
 
 
 

JULY 12  GOOD SEED, GOOD RESULTS 
PENTECOST 6  [Matthew 13: 1-9, 18-23] 
  In one of the few parables (teaching stories) where Jesus provides an 

explanation, we see how the good seed (the Word of the Kingdom, the 
Kingdom Jesus brings in his teaching and sacrifice) is scattered and sown with 
varying results, not all of them good.  But on receptive soil, there are glorious 
results – a “harvest of righteousness.”  Parables call for us to pay attention – 
Jesus says, “let the one who has ears listen up!” 

 
 
 

JULY 19  GOOD SEED, BAD SEED 
PENTECOST 7  [Matthew 13: 24-30, 36-43] 

Here, in another “seed” parable, Jesus calls his followers to be careful about 
making quick judgments about people and their relationship to God. Contrary 
to self-righteous and judgmental factions in the religious culture, the Lord uses 
this agricultural parable to teach us that God’s Kingdom grows even among the 
weeds of evil and unbelief.  There will be a day of reckoning (judgment) but it is 
the Lord’s harvest with his timing and perfect judgment. 
HOLY COMMUNION 

 
 
 

JULY 26  LITTLE SEED, HUGE RESULTS 
PENTECOST 8  [Matthew 13: 32-33, 44-46] 
  In a parable not about harvests but reflecting nature, Jesus speaks of the tiny 

seed of a mustard becoming a massive sheltering shrub.  Even so the 
Kingdom of God with its seemingly insignificant work becomes God’s shelter 
with big results both in our own hearts and in God’s world. 

 
 

REVISED COMMON LECTIONARY 
READINGS 

Zechariah 9: 9-12 
Psalm 145: 8-14 
Romans 7:15-25 

Matthew 11: 16-19, 25-30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Isaiah 55: 10-13 
Psalm 65 

Romans 8: 1-11 
Matthew 13: 1-9, 18-23 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Isaiah 44: 6-8 
Psalm 86: 11-17 
Romans 8: 12-25 

Matthew 13: 24-30, 36-43 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 Kings 3: 5-12 
Psalm 119: 129-136 

Romans 8: 26-39 
Matthew 13: 31-33, 44-53 

 
 

 

THE LECTIONARY READINGS  above are provided to enrich your Sunday worship, whether or not we are able to 
gather together.  The message each Sunday is usually based on one or another of these assigned readings. 

 COMMUNION WILL BE CELEBRATED WITH A 45 MINUTE OUTDOOR SERVICE (weather 
permitting) on SUNDAY, JULY 5th on the patio and southwest lawn of the Church.  Invite others! 

 It will also be celebrated in homes with the worship video on JULY 18.  You will need to have ready 
the elements of bread (unleavened or regular bread) and wine (or grape juice—make sure it is 
actually grape juice and not a juice drink with grape flavors—the Scriptures call for the “fruit of the 
vine.”) 
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GOD BLESS OUR NATIVE LAND 
WORSHIP WITH THANKSGIVING  
FOR OUR NATION 
 

 

OUTDOOR COMMUNION 

SERVICE 

SUNDAY, JULY 5, 2020   
9:00-9:45 am 

 
 
 
 

 Bring your lawn chair as we gather on the patio and southeast lawn at St. John. 

 Family clusters must observe at least 6 foot social distancing. 

 Catherine will play the keyboard for our singing. 

 Communion (individual cups) will be prepared only by Pastor Hugh. 

 In case of inclement weather, we will cancel this service. 

 If you are ill or at risk, please do not attend this service. 

 
OUR ONLINE SUNDAY WORSHIP VIDEOS WILL BE PROVIDED AS ALWAYS 

 
 
 

CHURCH PICNIC CANCELLED 

It is with a heavy heart that we have 
collectively decided to cancel the 
church picnic that was scheduled for 
September.  With all the COVID 
restrictions we thought this was the 

wisest choice.  As soon as restrictions are relaxed, we 
are hoping to plan another way for us to join in 
fellowship. 

“Love does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth.  
Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all 
things.”  I Corinthians 13 

Blessings, Dreaux Barnes, Director, Fellowship Ministry 

FLUORESCENT BULBS AND BALLAST 
AVAILABLE 

We are replacing light bulbs with 
energy efficient LED bulbs and the 
old 4 ft tubes are available as well 
as ballasts.  The old bulbs are 
sizes T 32 and T 40.  Call the 
church to set up a time to pick up 
your supply. 
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STEWARDSHIP—MORE THAN MONEY 

Even through the pandemic we can still be thankful to 
God for his blessings.  Our Church is still alive and well 
as the staff continues to function.  God is not shut down 
nor should we shut down.  Services are still being 
provided on the internet through the St. John UCC 
Mascoutah website.  Our participation in these services 
is very important for us to remain connected. 

Our monthly general funds 
receipts for May are $51,864.00 
and disbursements are $37,391 
for a surplus of $14,473.  
However, about half of the 
receipts or $25,113 is from the 
payroll protection loan obtained 
through the CARES act.   

We are thankful for this loan, but we also must be 
mindful that our contributions are still very important.  
For our Church to continue to be effective in its ministry, 
we must all stay connected through our offerings and by 
viewing the services online. 

Kent Schroeder 
Treasurer & Director, 
Stewardship Ministry 

 
 
 
 

FROM THE PRESIDENT'S TABLE 

As I wait for the air conditioner guy to come and fix my 
AC unit, I will tell you my thoughts. 

We had a Council Meeting on June 18th under the 
setting sun and stars on the church patio…very peaceful 
and calm, but we were aware continually of our mission 
to serve this church and our God! 

 

 

 

We still have COVID-19 issues that are affecting our 
schedule of events every day.  We now have a 
resurgence of equality issues and a lack of respect all 
around the world.  Please take a look at your own life 
and how you show respect to others!  We need respect 
EVERYWHERE. When we drive, on the phone, at the 
drive thru, on the playground, waiting in all those 
lines.....each time we show respect to someone else - 
we are respecting God and bringing Him more into our 
daily lives. 

If you need anything, just give me a call! 
314-917-4981  We are here to help you 

LET'S SHOW SOME RESPECT AROUND. 

Beth Miller  Council President 

ST. CLAIR COUNTY 
HOUSING REHAB GRANT PROGRAM 

This is for low income homeowners to do important 
interior or exterior repairs that threaten health or safely 
of occupants such as electrical, plumbing, heating 
systems, roofing, painting, windows, doors, and lead 
hazard reduction.  The County Intergovenmental Grants 
Department will accept calls Monday-Friday, August 3-7 
(9:00 am - 4:00 pm) to request pre-application forms.  
These will be mailed to potential clients.  Call 618 / 
825.3223 or 825.3215.  Please let others know who 
might benefit from this program. 

 
 
 
 

GIVE THANKS TO THE 
LORD  for He is good,  

and his STEADFAST love  
endures FOREVER! 

 
 
 
 

CALENDAR and THOSE SERVING 

THE CALENDAR AND THE SCHEDULE FOR THOSE 
SERVING IN WORSHIP IS NOT BEING INCLUDED IN 
THIS NEWSLETTER   because we are not sure which, if 
any, of the church events will happen.  We are including 
the schedule for Meals on Wheels. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ARE YOU FURLOUGHED OR LAID OFF? 
DESIGNATED GIFTS FOR 

ASSISTING PEOPLE IN NEED 

THE “HELPING HANDS” FUND  is the discretionary 
account administered (confidentially) by Pr. Hugh and is 
used solely for emergency needs of St. John members. 

THE LOCAL BENEVOLENT FUND  is 
for major financial needs of individuals 
in the community and is screened by 
representatives of our Community and 
Social Ministry.  Assistance is also 
provided confidentially. 

WE SUPPORT CONCERNED CHRISTIANS, INC  which 
also provides emergency aid to those living within the 
Mascoutah School District (and operates the Food 
Pantry).  Requests for help are carefully screened. 
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        SUMMER CAMP UPDATE 

All summer camps and programs have been cancelled 
this summer.  All registered for camp need to read the 
recently sent email from DuBois for transferring or 
refunding deposits and payments.  Please see their 
website for more information or contact Julie Riechmann 
at 618-357-1809.  You can also call Rachael at 618-719-
9702 with any questions. 
 
 
 

JULY MISSION TRIP UPDATE 

Unfortunately, our July 2020 Mission Trip has been 
cancelled by YouthWorks.  The team is saddened, but 
interested in attending next summer.  Please consider a 
trip with us next summer!   
 
 
 
 

HEARTS IN SERVICE 

MINISTRY VOLUNTEERS  
ARE HERE FOR YOU 

We did not meet in May due to COVID-19.  Activity 
provided to me via text, phone, and email for May is as 
follows:   

• Cards sent:  73 

• Phone contacts:  31 

• Texts:  13 

• Emails:  14 

• Home Visits: 2 (“social distancing”) 

Even though we have not been meeting, we continue 
contacting members with cards, calls, texts, etc.  

No matter what changes occur in life, the Lord never 
changes.  His faithfulness is forever.  His love never 
ceases.  Though friends and family may come and go, 
God remains the faithful constant in our lives.  He has 
known us since before we were in our mother’s womb.  
He knows us by name and He delights in us.  He 
promises to never leave or forsake us and to sustain us 
all the day of our lives. 

Even to your old age and gray hairs I am he, I am he 
who will sustain you.  I have made you and I will carry 
you; I will sustain you and I will rescue you.  Isaiah 46:4 

Normally, our next check-in would be July 27th.  
However, due to the pandemic restrictions, we will 
continue contacting members with cards, calls, texts, 
etc. 

Blessings, 

Sabia Hinkle, Director 

CHOCOLATE FOR SALE 

Need something sweet?  Need 
a small gift or a surprise for 
someone?  The Summer 
Mission Trip team has chocolate 
for sale!  $2 each.  Please 
contact Rachael for available 
kinds at 618-719-9702. 
 
 
 
 
 

CAN YOU HELP? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 LIFE GOT YOU UPSET?  LOST YOUR JOB?  

LOST A LOVED ONE? 

JESUS GIVES PEACE, STRENGTH AND JOY!  

YOUR PASTOR IS HERE TO HELP and 

 HEARTS IN SERVICE  

 VOLUNTEERS 

ARE ALSO READY TO ENCOURAGE YOU 

LET PASTOR HUGH, SABIA HINKLE  KNOW! 

(CONFIDENTIAL IF REQUESTED) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
---------------return to the church office---------------------- 

SAVE PAPER AND POSTAGE 
GET YOUR NEWSLETTER ONLINE 

Save postage and paper by getting your newsletter 
online (email link) in a beautiful color format!  Please 
provide the church office your email address (not 
shared) 

NAME:  ______________________________________ 

EMAIL ADDRESS:  _________________________ 

http://www.christart.com/clipart/download/1297/
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Rachael’s Repor 

HOPE 

We so desperately need hope today and always. 

As our VBS coordinators made decisions about our summer VBS, hope was the theme we thought was so 
appropriate.  As we came up with Scriptures, messages and ideas for our videos, finding hope for these was no 
problem.  I don’t call that a coincidence, but a “Godcidence”.  Each day our virtual VBS focus was on Hebrews 
10:23— 
    Without wavering, let us hold tightly to the hope we say we have, 
                         for God can be trusted to keep His promises. 

Each day, our message was about;  

• Hanging on to God’s promises 

• Overcoming adversity 

• Pursuing truth and believing 

• Enduring trials patiently 

Would you please read the above one more time?  Pray about that Scripture verse and the words of hope this 
summer and as we traverse through 2020.  Pray for the kids and adults that so desperately need these words of 
encouragement.  Pray for hope. 

God is our hope, our anchor, our protector, our Father. 

If you have any questions or I can help you or your family in any way, please contact me. 

   May your July be filled with HOPE, 

My cell # (618) 719-9702             Blessings, 

My email: rachael.bearth@gmail.com    Rachael ☺ 

 
 
 
 
 
 

VIRTUAL VBS AVAILABLE!! 
Virtual VBS was June 22-26!  

We had virtual HOPE VBS this summer—and it’s not 
too late to attend!  Please like and follow our VBS 
Facebook page: Mascoutah VBS 2020.  
EVERYONE can join this page and take part in VBS 
this summer!!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have grandchildren that normally cannot 
attend, this summer they can! If you have any 
questions, please contact Rachael at 618-719-9702. 

 
 
 
 
 

SUMMER LUNCH PROGRAM 

St. John WILL BE providing lunches for the children 
of Mascoutah the week of July 13-17.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Due to the COVID-19 crisis, we are unable to accept 
homemade goodies for the lunches.  

If you would like to contribute monetarily, please 
contact Barb Wetzler at 618-972-9919. 

mailto:rachael.bearth@gmail.com
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WORSHIP MINISTRY 

As I sit down to write this article, I am reminded how long 
it has been since we’ve seen our St. John family.  I hope 
you are all doing well as we continue to worship virtually.  
Both the Worship Ministry and Council have discussed 
ways that we may again worship in our beautiful 
sanctuary but for the time being, this is not 
really possible.  We want everyone to feel 
comfortable when we return.   

In the meantime, we have celebrated 
Pentecost with outdoor communion May 31. 
WE ARE PLANNING TO HAVE AN 
OUTDOOR COMMUNION SERVICE ON 
SUNDAY, JULY 5th from 9-9:45 am [weather 
permitting].  For the July 5th service, we ask that you 
bring your own lawn chair and social distancing will be 
practiced.   We hope you have been able to follow our 
virtual services on our church website and/or Facebook.  
They will continue as long as necessary.  Thank you to 
Pastor, Rachael, Maddie, and everyone making this 
possible. 

Over the past year, plans have been made to have our 
lovely handbells refurbished (serviced and cleaned).  
The first decision was to find a reputable company who 
would service White Chapel bells (from England).  We 
finally decided to go with a company, “The Bellman”,  
located in Kerrville, TX.  Kent and Jeanette Schroeder 
graciously offered to deliver the bells the end of May so 
the work could be completed over the summer.  Here 
begins the “Saga of the Bells”.  First of all, Rachael and 
Gene brought the cases out of storage and placed them 
in the choir room where our choir director, Jodi, Kent and 
Jeanette, and John and I began to pack the bells.  We 
found the foam lining in the cases to be deteriorating due 
to age.  Jodi quickly found fleece to use as additional 
lining for the cases.  We also discovered that we have a 
5 octave set not 4 as previously thought.  While handling 
the bells, we became concerned about their weight and 
whether or not Jeanette’s van would be able to transport 
them.  A scale was found and the weight was only 300 
pounds!!!!  They seemed much heavier.  All was well.  
As Kent and Jeanette got underway for Kerrville a 
couple of days later, they drove through torrential rains 
in Oklahoma.  Once near Kerrville, they encountered a 
rain and hail storm.  “The Bellman” company is located 
out of town and the owner said to stay in Kerrville until 
the storm let up as his driveway can flood and may be 
impassable.  After finding protection from the hail under 
a convenience station canopy, they proceeded to “The 
Bellman” where they were told to come in quickly as 
there was now a tornado warning.  Once the tornado 
warning passed, they were finally able to get to the 
business of the bells.   They found “The Bellman” to be 
very knowledgeable and impressive.  We do believe the 
bells are in the right place.  After assessing the bells, 
parts are being ordered from England.  If the weather 
wasn’t enough of an adventure, once in nearby San 
Antonio, Kent and Jeanette found themselves staying in 
a hotel about 2 blocks from a protest beginning.  They 

did a quick check-out at 4:30 pm and were told not to go 
by the interstate to their next destination as protesters 
were lying on the interstate.  They found an alternate 
route and made it safely out of San Antonio.  From that 

time on, the trip was much smoother and they had a 
wonderful time.  The cost of this project is coming 
from memorial funds for which we are very thankful.  
Thank you Kent and Jeanette.  We’re glad you’re 

back safe and sound. 

If you have any thoughts that might be 
helpful or concerns to share, please feel free 
to contact me.  We look forward to seeing 

our St. John family again very soon.   

“Serve the Lord with gladness; Come before Him with 
joyful singing.”  Psalm 100:2 

Blessings, 

Karen Harris, Director 

 
 
 
 

MASCOUTAH FOOD PANTRY 
NEEDS FOR JUNE 

Baked Beans or Pork n Beans,  
Canned Creamed Corn,  
Sloppy Joe Mix, Corn Muffin Mix,  
Rotel Tomatoes, Tomato Paste,  
Tang, Cooking Oil, Vienna Sausage 

Thank you for your kindness and 

generosity. 

DROP ITEMS OFF AT THE FOOD 

PANTRY  Tuesdays or Saturdays. 10 am-
12  pm [for now, not at church] 

 
 
 
 

MAY 2020 
Financial $ummary  

General Fund Receipts**                    $  51,864.00 

General Fund Expenses               $  37,391.00 

Receipts minus Expenses                   $  14,473.00 

Receipts minus Expenses                 $    6,483.00 
                        (Year to Date)  

**May 2020 General Fund Receipts include 
$25,113.00 in Payroll Protection Plan money 

Cheerful giving comes from a 

Christ-filled heart 



 9 

HAPPY QUILTERS 

Following social distancing guidelines, the Happy 
Quilters have met at Scheve Park for lunch..  We have 
missed seeing each other and sharing our sewing and 
quilting projects.   Making masks has been a big topic of 
conversation as well as finding supplies to make the 
masks.  We celebrated birthdays for Marion Rud and 
Dorothy Sudduth at our picnics.    

On June 16, we packed three cars with the pillows 
pillowcases, and fleece throws that were made for the 
children at Kindercottage back in February.   The 
delivery was made to an excited staff that accepted our 
gifts.   The original plan was for all the quilters to deliver 
our load and meet the children and staff; however, we 
could only go into the entrance of the building.  The 
director of Kindercottage, Brenda Crisp, said that our 
donation was the best excitement for her staff as well as 
her students.   The staff had a great time choosing 
specific pillowcases to match the children in their 
classes.  Thanks to all who helped make our 
pillowcase project a success.  See photos on this 
page. 

Because the Quilt Show was cancelled, many of you 
missed seeing all of our baby quilts for sale.   We want 
to remind everyone that we have quilts for sale all year, 
not just at the Quilt Show.   Contact any of the Happy 
Quilters and we will gladly help you shop – remember 
there is nothing as sweet as a hand quilted baby quilt as 
a gift. 
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MASCOUTAH TOWNSHIP 24th ANNUAL SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVE 
DONATIONS NEEDED BY JULY 23, 2020  (622 W. Main Street  566.7132) 

▪ Paper Towels 

▪ Clorox Wipes 

▪ Kleenex 

▪ Hand Sanitizers 

▪ Fiskars Children’s Scissors 

▪ Elmer’s Washable Glue  

and Glue Sticks (NO GEL) 

▪ Colored Pencils 

▪ Yellow Highlighters 

▪ Pencils 

▪ Expo Dry Erase Markers-Black 

▪ Crayola Washable Markers 

▪ Crayola Crayons  

▪ Single Subject Notebooks 

▪ 1 ½ inch Binders 

▪ Zipper Pencil Pouches 

▪ Large Erasers 

▪ Backpacks 

▪ Rulers 

Cash Donations Accepted 

Please take these items to the TOWNSHIP OFFICE 
 
 

MASCOUTAH SENIOR CENTER  
UBER SERVICE 

An Uber ride transportation service (sponsored by 
AgeSmart Community Resources, a not for profit 
organization that serves persons over 60 and their 
caregivers in seven Illinois counties) is now available for 
the Mascoutah Senior Center elderly. The service will be 
available to transport seniors to and from medical 
appointments located in the immediate Metro East area. 
AgeSmart chose Mascoutah for this pilot program 
because we do not have many transportation options for 
the elderly.  The Senior Center will act as a dispatcher 
coordinating Uber rides for our older adults.  Call the 
Senior Center at 618-566-8758 at least 72 hours before 
your medical appointment. They will coordinate the time 
with the Uber driver, and you will be picked up at your 
home and driven to your appointment. 
 
 
 
 

THANK YOU NOTES 

“Dear St. John UCC, 
Thank you for your support in my educational endeavors! Your 
donation means a lot to me and is greatly appreciated. Your support 
will have a great impact on my journey at McKendree University! 
Sincerely,  Christina Lanter” 

 
“Best wishes to all! Looking forward to the day when we can worship 
together again.  Yours in Christ,  Cindy Layman” 

 
“Thank you for the continued efforts to bring worship to us through 
video. I don’t think I realized how much I’d missed our church bells 
until I heard them this past Sunday! What a joyful noise! Thank you, 
also, for the beautiful Pentecost gathering-an incredible setting to 
receive communion!   Sarah and Steve Wilhelm” 
 
“Thank you for all you do!  Jessica Erickson” 

 
 

BIRTH 

June 18 – Ledger Pierce 
Bornheimer, son of Allison 
(Bergheger) and Bob Bornheimer 
born at Missouri Baptist Hospital in St 
Louis MO.  Ledger has a big brother, 
Nolan and a big sister, Decklyn. His 
grandparents are Brent and Kim 
Bergheger and great grandparents are Keith and Donna 
Grodeon.  God bless this family. 
 
 
 

WEDDINGS 

June 27 – Rachel (Wesselman) Hobbs and Andrew 
Mosbarger were united in marriage on 
Saturday, June 27 at A Pocket Full of 
Sunshine in Mount Vernon IL. 

May God bless their vows of faithfulness 
and love throughout the years ahead. 
 
 
 
 

LOTS OF THANKS… 

We appreciate the clean up work done with flower beds, 
shrubs, patio, etc. by Linda Boyce, Kathy Wesselman, 
Lynnette Hinkle, Dennis and Barb Wetzler, Tom 
Klingelhoefer, Don Taylor and others. 

Members of Building and Grounds Ministry and others 
have been rebuilding the playground shed and replacing 
the siding on the garage.  Looks great.  Thanks. 

Several individuals (they want anonymity) have been 
doing major work replacing light fixtures in the building 
and providing some new small tables. Your work is 
appreciated! 
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CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

The church building is closed during the pandemic.  
Often the staff works 
remotely.  If you need 
access to the church for 
dropping off items, 
equipment, etc. call the 
office at 618 / 566.7311 
or call Pastor or 
Rachael directly. 

OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR SHERRI DANIEL  now 
works Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from 9:00 am to 
2:00 pm (call the church to be let in). 

ANY ACTIVITIES  in the building require scheduling 
arrangements.  For the sanctuary, contact Pastor Hugh.  
For all other areas, contact Sherri. 
 
 
 
 
 

SUMMER ANTHEMS FOR WORSHIP 

WE HAVE BEEN BLESSED  with special music for our 
worship videos by  Rachael Bearth, Darryl Stein, 
Chancel Choir, Andrew Renth, Michael and Jase 
Donovan, Beth Miller, Kristen Wilhelm, Dalanee 
Materkowski, and John Suemnicht 

SONG LEADERS  have included Beth Miller and Sherri 
Daniel, Kathy and Larry Wesselman, David Meier, Darryl 
and Helene Seibert, and Lindsey Jackson and Chris 
Harris. 
 
 
 
 

TAKE TIME FOR WORSHIP 
VIDEOS PROVIDED WEEKLY 

REOPENING THE CHURCH BUILDING FOR 
WORSHIP  would be very limited and complex requiring 
masks, no singing, social distancing, disinfecting, 
restrictions on exit and entrance, and communion as well 
as being risky for many of our members.  WE MISS 
GETTING TOGETHER  as a church family, but… 

PLEASE TAKE TIME FOR 
WORSHIP USING THE 
WEEKLY VIDEOS  edited by 
Maddie Donovan and now 
including hymns, children’s 
message, church bells, 
anthem, as well as the Word 
and Prayer.  WORSHIP 
VIDEOS ARE POSTED ON 
THREE SITES— 

1. our church website     www.saintjohnucc.org  

2. our church Facebook page 
 https://www.facebook.com/StJohnUCCMascoutah/ 

3. our church’s new YouTube channel   www.youtube 
 (search for St. John UCC Mascoutah) 

PLEASE CONTINUE TO STAY SAFE  as you maintain 
social (physical) distance (including not having family or 
friends together) and use face coverings.   Any of us 
could be carrying the virus!  Continue to sanitize and 
wash hands, and wipe down surfaces. 

LET’S KEEP REACHING  OUT TO OTHERS  by phone, 
video conference, cards, etc. and to meet any needs.  
No one should be kept isolated!  As a church family, we 
need to be here for each other and for those near us.   
 

 
 

ST. JOHN OVER 80’S BIRTHDAY CLUB (JULY) 

July  1 Doris Jones 91 years 9744 Stein Rd 
 12 Betty Wager 89 years Morningside of Shiloh-Rm 202 1202 Hartman Lane Shiloh 62221 
 16 Rosie Taylor 81 years 1011 W. Corrington Street 
 18 Larry Mathews 80 years 14 W. Poplar St New Baden 62265 
 23 Bob Skeen 84 years 118 St. Christopher Court 
 23 Esther Grodeon 95 years Marka 201 S. 10th Street 
 27 Red Lemke 86 years 97 W. Harnett 

 

SPECIAL KNOWN WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES (JULY) 

July 5 Dean and Linda Juenger 34 years 
 7 Diane and Robert Voss 47 years 
 13 Maurice and Barbara Hill 57 years 
 24 Gary and Carol Seibert 49 years 
 24 Ronald and Rita Skimehorn 25 years 
 30  Thomas and Valerie Collom 37 years 
 
(Are we missing your birthday or anniversary from this listing?  We publish birthdays of 80 and over and wedding 
anniversaries of 20 years or more.  Please let the church office know so we can update our records.  Thank you! 

http://www.saintjohnucc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/StJohnUCCMascoutah/
http://www.youtube/
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SCHEDULE FOR MEALS ON WHEELS 

July 2 East- West-Linda Juenger                        Third-Dot Maschal 
 9 East-Jack Klopmeyer                  West-Charlotte Schifferdecker  Third-Treva Carr/Rhuann Caliper 
 16 East-Tom & Cathy Klingelhoefer  West-Dan Dietz                  Third- 
  23 East-Treva Carr/Rhuann Caliper               West-Sue Wagner              Third-/Rosie TaylorSue Nichols 
 30 East-Judy Kraske West-Gene & Cathy Engelman Third-John Surmeier 
 
 
 

SICK AND/OR HOSPITALIZED 

Those who are ill appreciate your prayers.  If you have opportunity to visit (being sensitive to the 
specific situation) those who are hospitalized, it will help them feel that they are part of our caring 
church family.  We are signs of God’s presence and peace in Christ for one another. 

Below is our current prayer list. Many of these were hospitalized, injured, or reported ill and we pray 
for God’s comfort, strength, and healing for all: 

The Covid-19 pandemic and all affected, Helen 
Banks, Barbara Hill, Kim Renth, Mary Ann 

Krummrich, David Tiedemann, Kari Rhoderick, Sarah Herndon, Terry Kissel, 
Bruce Owen, Christy Suemnicht, Carla Weiss, Shorty Groff, Dorothy Renth, 
Bob Detering, Elsie Kebel, Bud Sandheinrich, Florence Wagner, Kathy 
Kimmle, Christine Braunseis, Kent Snyder, Douglas Habbe, Christine 
Braunseis, Shelly Rehkemper, Maurice Hill, Tim and Sandy Ritter, Kris Fricke,  
Myron Potthast, Grayson Roemer, Rich Joellenbeck,  Joann Manning, Jean 
Ann Manning, Stan Mehosky, Ivan Mehosky, Danny Schrempp, Ryan, Zach 
Matthews, Michael Daugherty, Rick Pullen, Mark Wachtel,  Debbie Woodrum, 
Everett Laird, Sharon Fournie, Judy Kautz, Joan Loucks, Charlie Knoth,  Rylie 
McLeod, Fred Davis,  ack Weyant, Linda Shofner, Carol Seibert,  Alexandra 
Green, Skye and Savannah Baker, Helen Friederich, Maren Poettker, Adam 
Shofner, Barbara Emig, Mark Wilhelm, Tiffany Sherman, Ruth Ann Erwin, 
Cindy Cahill, Camryn Belcher, Patricia Voss, Carol Seal, John Venarsky, Ray 
Carr, Diana Walker, Julia Burgard,  Hudson and Mason, Molly Taylor, Peg 
Ratliff, David Endsley,  Jordan Knipp, Sunny Comer, Lou Schubert, Dorothy 
Larson, Robert Schlecht, Kelle Schmidtke, Chris Sauerhage, Chuck Ridge, 
Mary Richter, Debbie Hoercher, Brent and Liz Tinsley, Rosemary Cooper, 
Rita Wilhelm, Alivia, Matthew Riester,  Jerry Caliper, Alice Bushue, Doris 
Sailer, Vernon Andres, Larry Bell, Gary Vielweber, Kent Barber, Andrew 
Seitz, Jackson Cruthis, Sandy Bloos,  Pat Bleisch, Peyton, Nora and Owen 
Larson, Sharon Fournie, Kyle Kolander, Danette Barttelbort, Carmelita 
Sensel, Brian Moll, Jenny Cagle, Roger Middendorf, Paul Schanz, Debbie 
Gross, Travis Grubaugh, Charles Harris, Betty Hill, Linda Harris, Trent, 
Jennifer Crum, Mary Kay Webb, Dolly Browder, Bob Welker, Ned and 
Dorothy Meyer, Louise Franke, Lena Kaczur,  Merv Winters, Jon Edd, Alana 
Fanous, Dean Roehrig, John Mehaffey, Carol Simpson, Laura Lemke, Wanda 
Sigman, Matthew, Brian Dawson, Julie Ringhofer, Lennie Roy, Natasha 
Jarden, Kaitlyn, Dave Schlueter, Steve Patrick, Lonnie Ostrom, Ann Graul, 
Lisa Fredrick, Randy Clover, Jaclyn Danner, Dan Wombacher, Linda 
Eckerman,  Alan Snowden, Crystal Huber, Chris Cagle, Greg Weber, Joshua, 
David Long, congregations with conflict or pastoral vacancies, Heather 
Ploesser, Michelle Detering, Margaret Oltmann, Barbara Farrero, Andy 
Kuehn, Steve Jolly, Nursing Home/Homebound, those seeking employment, 
caregivers. 
 

In addition, the following persons are in nursing 
care/retirement/assisted living center facilities.  St. 
John Family – visit these folks as you are able, pray for 
them, and assist them and their families as you can.  If 
you have an hour or two, why not visit them – they 
appreciate the visits. 

Assisted Living Centers: 

Assisted Living at Silver Creek, 1227 Winding Oaks Lane, 
Mascoutah– Dorothy Schrempp, Betty Long, Dorothy Larson 

Morningside of Shiloh - Room 202, 1201 Hartman Lane, Shiloh IL 
62221–Betty Wager 

Oak Hill, 623 Hamacher St. # 210, Waterloo IL  62298—Janet 
Heberer 

Cedarhurst of Shiloh, 429 S. Main Street, Shiloh IL  62269 – Terry 
Kissel 

Brightly Assisted Living, 649 Legacy Place Mascoutah – Vernon 
Andres, # 103; Laverne Bischoff, # 12; Eunice Wahl, # 122;  
Keith and Donna Grodeon #29 (independent living). Maurice 
and Barbara Hill, #30  

Nursing Homes and Rehab 
Centers 

Marka Nursing Home, 201 S. 10th Street – Paul Knipp, Esther 
Grodeon 

Aperion Care Center, 901 N. 10th Street – June Riess 

Cedar Ridge of Lebanon, 1 Perryman Street, Lebanon 62254 – Elsie 
Kebel 

Homebound Persons 

Some of these folks get out and to church on occasion but are 
limited.  Please keep in touch with them. 

Barbara Emig 

Bob and Kathryn Ganschinietz 

Warren and Bobbie Klingel 

Mary Ann Krummrich 

Marilyn Lamb 

Bruce Owen 

Mary Richter 

Judy Watschinger 

Ruby and Loraine Yarber 

Clarence Vogel 

Jeanette Zinck 

Peg Ratliff 

IF THERE ARE OTHERS, please let the church office 
and Pastor know – our goal is to resume providing a 
DVD of the Sunday services and visits with Communion. 
Meanwhile, if possible, steer them to the website and 
Facebook for a weekly video of worship (Service of the 
Word and Prayer). 
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GET STARTED ON YOUR 
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 

SHOEBOXES! 

Back to school (hopefully!) sales will start soon 

and it’s a great time to stock up on items for 
your shoesboxes this fall!   

Make sure to pick up 
the following 
suggested items: 

pencils, pens, manual 
pencil sharpener, 
colored pencils, pencil 

case, index cards, 
calculator, crayons, 

markers, scissors, notebooks 
and ruler.  Please no liquid glue!  If you have 
any questions about what to pack in your 
shoebox, please call Rachael at 618-719-9702. 

→Want to include 
“The Shoe That 
Grows” in your box?  
Stay tuned!  Rachael 
will place an order in 
September.  Stay 
tuned! 
 
 
 
 

We walk BY FAITH and not by 
Sight…the LORD has all things 

figured out FOR US! 
 
 
 
 
 

MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH: 

Be on the look out!  Rachael will have 
something in your mailbox soon!!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

TIME TO FINISH OUR CLASS! 

We have 6 chapters left in our Marriage 
Matters book to finish and it’s time to finish it!  
Please meet with Rachael on the St. John 
patio for either session: 

Wednesday Evening at 7:00pm 

 July 8—Discuss Chapters 13 & 14 

July 15—Discuss Chapters 15 & 16 

July 22—Discuss Chapters 17 & 18  

Thursday Morning at 8:00am 

July 9—Discuss Chapters 13 & 14 

July 16—Discuss Chapters 15 & 16 

July 23—Discuss Chapters 17 & 18 

→Please bring a chair, your book, drink and 

your thoughts about the chapters!    Can’t 
make them all?  That’s ok!  Come when you 
can!  If you have questions, please contact 
Rachael at 618-719-9702.  See you soon!   

 
 
 
 

HAVE YOU REMEMBERED ST. JOHN  IN 
YOUR WILL?  

Leave a lasting legacy by including your church as you 

plan for your estate after death (or even before).  You 

may choose to give a restricted 

gift to the Endowment Fund or 

an unrestricted gift to the 

Legacy Fund.  If you have 
specific suggestions for the 

use of such funds, please talk 

to the Stewardship Ministry at 

St. John  before  you 

 finalize documents with your 

attorney or estate planning 

expert.  

CORPORATE MATCHING 

GIFTS  We recently received $3000 for our church.  

DOES YOUR COMPANY PROVIDE MATCHING 

GIFTS?  
 
 
 
 

CAN YOU HELP? 

Catherine Burge and her husband Paul Schorsch are 
looking to buy a home in the Mascoutah area that can 
house a grand piano and a place to park a utility trailer 
that houses tympani.  Contact them directly. 
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CELEBRATING LIFE, REJOICING IN THE RESURRECTION, FINDING PEACE IN CHRIST 
PLANNING THE CHRISTIAN FUNERAL / MEMORIAL SERVICE            ST. JOHN CHURCH, MASCOUTAH, IL 

NAME;                                                      TODAY’S DATE                                    UPDATE THESE PLANS AS NEEDED 

OVERALL SEQUENCE    CHOOSE ONE           Each option is acceptable for Christians 

 IMMEDIATE BURIAL (NO EMBALMING) with MEMORIAL SERVICE  later 

 VISITATION with FUNERAL SERVICE  and burial       OPEN CASKET    CLOSED CASKET 

 DIRECT CREMATION  with MEMORIAL SERVICE later         VISITATION before service    CREMAINS  to be present 
   CREMAINS  to be buried later 

 VISITATION with FUNERAL SERVICE and CREMATION following    OPEN CASKET    CLOSED CASKET 
    CREMAINS  to be buried 

VISITATION   CHOOSE ONE This provides opportunity to reminisce, encourage and console. 

 FUNERAL HOME              include rites of (organization)  _____________________________________________________ 

 ST. JOHN CHURCH GATHERING AREA 

 BOTH (usually the evening before at the funeral home and for an hour or two before the service at the church) 

FUNERAL OR MEMORIAL SERVICE      CHOOSE ONE The church is appropriate for members of St. John 

 FUNERAL HOME CHAPEL     For the service, closing the casket before the service is preferred 

 ST. JOHN CHURCH     The casket be closed before being brought into the sanctuary for the service 

 OTHER LOCATION    GRAVESIDE SERVICE only 

SERVICE PREFERENCES Christians celebrate the Good News of Christ’s gift of eternal life. 

 USE THE FUNERAL PALL DURING THE SERVICE AT CHURCH  as a baptismal reminder and alternative to casket flowers 

 PSALMS  (2)         PSALM 23        OTHER PSALM(S)  _____________________________ 

 SCRIPTURE READINGS (2 or 3)   Perhaps include Confirmation Blessing Verse or Scripture meaningful to one passed away 

______________________________   ________________________________  ___________________________________ 

 HYMNS / CHRISTIAN SONGS  FOR ALL TO SING Praise and joy is appropriate.   All can sing if enough attend the service 

 ______________________________   ________________________________  ___________________________________ 

 HYMNS / CHRISTIAN SONGS       TO BE PLAYED      OR       SUNG     BY  _________________________________ 

 ______________________________   ________________________________  ___________________________________ 

 OTHER REQUESTS (MUSIC, SPEAKERS, READERS, PHOTO MEMORIES) ___________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

PREFERRED PALLBEARERS Pallbearers serve as they are physically able. 

 ______________________________   ________________________________  ___________________________________ 

 ______________________________   ________________________________  ___________________________________ 

BURIAL PREFERENCES 

 PREFERRED PLACE OF BURIAL ______________________________________       PLOTS ALREADY PURCHASED 

 BURIAL  CHOOSE ONE       PRIVATE          OPEN TO ALL  

 U.S. FLAG  ON THE CASKET AT GRAVESIDE   where appropriate 

 MILITARY HONORS  AT GRAVESIDE  for those entitled to such rites.  Arranged with the funeral director 

FELLOWSHIP AFTER GRAVESIDE SERVICE OR OTHER TIME) Time to gather as friends and family. 

 FUNERAL LUNCH AT ST. JOHN  provided by Funeral Lunch Committee (donations accepted) 

 LUNCH OR OTHER GATHERING LOCATION ___________________________________________________________ 

MEMORIALS AND FLOWERS Specific recommendations are helpful for friends and family. 

 MEMORIALS  to ST. JOHN CHURCH     MEMORIAL FUND     ENDOWMENT FUND      OTHER ______________ 

 MEMORIALS TO (name of organization or person) ________________________________________________________ 

  I WISH TO DISCOURAGE  DONATION OF FLOWERS  EXCEPT THOSE ARRANGED BY THE IMMEDIATELY FAMILY 

OTHER NOTES AND REMINDERS 

Planning your funeral / memorial service beforehand will assist your loved ones as you relate your faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  
You are welcome to make or pick up copies of this worksheet and to consult with the Pastor, preferred funeral director,  

and your family members, especially the one who will handle arrangements.   
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UPDATE FROM MISSIONARY IN HUNGARY TOM LEDOUX 

TOM GREW UP AT ST. JOHN  and, after some rough times, lives in the Kansas City area.  He has following his calling to 
evangelistic missionary work working with small congregations in a rural area of Hungary, learning a difficult language, 
and finally getting his driver’s license.  The team works especially with children and youth, especially using baseball 
camps.  The Roma mentioned in his update are a minority group, often distrusted and even persecuted in Europe.  To 
support Tom, mark your contributions to “PIONEERS,” the missionary group. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


