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A NOTE FROM PASTOR HUGH 
 
 

WHAT ABOUT EARTHLY AUTHORITY AND LAW? 
 
 
Dear friends in Christ: 

THREE RECENT COMMENTS GOT ME REFLECTING  about a Biblical view of civil authority and the role of law 
(theologically, the law of God, which should be grounded in the Lord’s forgiving mercy and love)— 

1. A UCC pastor in St. Louis blogged as she called for abolishing police departments:  Our imaginations are 
beckoning us. Abolition (of law enforcement) is an invitation to the work of determining that our communities do 
not depend on prisons and police to prevent harm, to reduce violence, or to rehabilitate people who abuse 
themselves and others. It is a commitment to doing the work of imagining more for ourselves, by establishing 
health and wholeness as the root and end goal of every system of authority.    How is that working?? 

2. A radio talk show host spouted the idea that “everyone’s got a right to do what they want,” although his comment 
continued, “but…”   His politics are libertarian, assuming people deserve the least amount of restriction. 

3. Country singer Luke Bryan had a sweet song in 2017 ‘Most People Are Good,” which was his way of encouraging 
us to enjoy the good things in our lives that we often take for granted.  It is a good antidote to all the negativity and 
gloom that pervades many of our lives.  But the sad reality is “all have sinned and fall short of God’s glory…” 

WHAT DO THEY HAVE IN COMMON?  Some would say all three are just being naïve, overly idealistic, and 
simplistic.  But, thinking BIBLICALLY, they have not taken seriously the pervasive reality of sin and the need 
for GOD to rescue, redeem, and renew!  This will not happen by our good intentions but only by God’s grace.  
It will not even happen by enforcing more and more ordinances, government or church regulations and 
programs, or by more laws.  Only the power of the Good News can transform hearts to bring positive results. 

ALL THREE ALSO IGNORE THE EARTHLY ROLE OF GOD’S LAW, which the Bible teaches is written in every human 
heart, to keep evil in check in a broken world.  Earthly laws have imperfectly but universally reflected a need for order, for 
restrictions, for protecting human life and even property.  We cannot live without law.  The calls to defund or abolish law 
enforcement are simply not godly.  Of course, those in authority are to reflect the Lord’s direction, nurture, and guidance, 
and not simply “push” their own power.  Abuse of power has led to conflict even in our parenting, in classroom, in the 
community, nation, and world.  Maybe you personally have seen such unacceptable misuse of authority?  I certainly have. 

IN CLASSIC THEOLOGY, WE CHRISTIANS KNOW THAT WE LIVE IN TWO KINGDOMS each operating in their own 
sphere.  The Kingdom that Jesus brings will always aim positively to influence and transform the kingdom of the world. 

  KINGDOM OF THE WORLD KINGDOM OF CHRIST 

 INCLUDES All people on earth Only believers in Christ 
 EMPOWERED BY Law and laws Gospel (not “of this world”) 
 DIRECTED BY God’s established authorities Jesus Christ 
 ROLE OF GOD’S LAW Justice that protects all persons Points out sin and our need for God’s grace 
 HOW JESUS REIGNS Power Grace (and Glory when fulfilled in eternity) 

MAY THE SPIRIT GUIDE ALL EARTHLY AUTHORITY  and may we honor, respect, and obey that authority.  After 
all, the goal of God’s law is to love—the Lord first, and our neighbor as our self. 
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SUNDAY PREACHING AND WORSHIP THEMES    AUGUST  2020 

 
 

AUGUST 2  EAT AND BE FILLED 
PENTECOST 9  [Matthew 14:13-21] 
  In his compassion, displaying the goodness (and grace) of God, Jesus feeds a 

huge crowd of 5000 men (besides women and children) with only five loaves 
and 2 fish and they are “filled” with plenty left over—far beyond their ordinary 
circumstances!  Something profound is happening here – signs of the 
Kingdom! May our spiritual eyes be opened to the “daily bread” our Lord 
provides.  But may we see beyond that to the One who is the Bread of Life. 

  HOLY COMMUNION  (OUTDOOR SERVICE AT 9:00 am) 
 

AUGUST 9  LISTENING FOR GOD, LOOKING TO GOD 
PENTECOST 10  [1 Kings 19: 9-18; Matthew 14: 22-33] 
  How do we overcome self-pity and conquer our fears?  The prophet Elijah, 

although already involved in God’s glorious demonstration of his presence,  
was looking for a dramatic response to his feeling sorry for himself.  But the 
Lord’s presence comes not in drama, but in a “still small voice.”  Likewise 
Peter, walking toward Jesus without fear, takes his focus off the Lord and 
panics.  In each case the Lord reaches out that we might worship him. 

 

AUGUST 16  PERSISTENT FAITH 
PENTECOST 11  [Matthew 15: 22-28] 

Being stubborn is commended when it is about hanging onto God’s promises 
(faith).  An “outsider” (scorned by some) seeks healing and is not put off even 
when Jesus implies that she is only a “dog” because she is not from the house 
of Israel.  But she persists, is healed, and Jesus says “Great is your faith!” 
HOLY COMMUNION 

 

AUGUST 23  TRANSFORMED BY A RENEWED MIND 
PENTECOST 12  [Romans 12: 1-8] 
  When the Gospel turns our lives around, there is a profound transformation 

that comes not from behavioral pressure, but from within.  Wonderful things 
happen when we are no longer conformed to the world’s viewpoint.  Instead we 
discern the beauty of the will of God.  Learn more in this Sunday’s message. 

 

AUGUST 30  OVERCOMING EVIL…WITH GOOD 
PENTECOST 13  [Romans 12: 9-21] 
  This is not just about “doing our best” to be loving and kind – but about a way 

of living that is empowered by the Lord.  AND IT WORKS.  While we cannot 
stop evil, we can seek God’s love and find ourselves patient and at peace, able 
to make a difference, and knowing God will handle the ultimate justice with his 
own righteousness. 

  WE WILL NOT HAVE A FIFTH DIMENSION SUNDAY. 
 

COMMUNION WILL BE CELEBRATED WITH A 45 MINUTE  
OUTDOOR SERVICE (weather permitting) on SUNDAY, 
AUGUST 2nd on the patio and southeast lawn of the Church.   
Invite others!  Social distancing will be required. 

It will also be celebrated in homes with the worship video on AUGUST 16.  
You will need to have ready the elements of bread (unleavened or regular 
bread) and wine (or grape juice—make sure it is actually grape juice and not 
a juice drink with grape flavors—the Scriptures call for the “fruit of the vine.”) 

REVISED COMMON LECTIONARY 
READINGS 

Isaiah 55: 1-5 
Psalm 145: 8-9, 14-21 

Romans 9: 1-5 
Matthew 14: 13-21 

 
 
 
 
 

1 Kings 19: 9-18 
Psalm 85: 8-13 

Romans 10: 5-15 
Matthew 14: 22-33 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 
Psalm 67 

Romans 11: 1-2, 29-32 
Matthew 15: 10-28 

 
 
 
 

Isaiah 51: 1-6 
Psalm 138 

Romans 12: 1-8 
Matthew 16: 13-20 

 
 
 
 

Jeremiah 15: 15-21 
Psalm 26: 1-8 

Romans 12: 9-21 
Matthew 16: 21-28 

 
 
 

THE LECTIONARY 
READINGS  above are 
provided to enrich your 
Sunday worship, whether or 
not we are able to gather 
together.  The message each 
Sunday is usually based on 
one or another of these 
assigned readings. 
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PLEASE REMIND OTHERS TO JOIN US FOR ANOTHER 

OUTDOOR COMMUNION 

SERVICE 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 2, 2020   
9:00-9:45 am 

 
 
 
 

 Bring your lawn chair as we gather on the patio and southeast lawn at St. John. 

 Family clusters must observe at least 6 foot social distancing. 

 Catherine will play the keyboard for our singing. 

 Communion (individual cups) will be prepared only by Pastor Hugh. 

 In case of inclement weather, we will reschedule this service to Monday, August 3rd 

at 7:00 pm 

 If you are ill or at risk, please do not attend this service. 

 
OUR ONLINE SUNDAY WORSHIP VIDEOS WILL BE PROVIDED AS ALWAYS 

 
 
 

CHRISTIAN RADIO 

During our “stay at home” time, Christian radio can be a real encouragement in addition to the videos from St. John or 
other churches.  

These radio stations vary by content, musical style, and 
format.  Some feature national broadcast preachers, 
others local, some traditional hymns, some Gospel 
music, some contemporary praise and worship. 

FM 89.7 KQRC  

 91.5 KSIV  Bott Broadcasting 

 99.1 KLJY  Contemporary Christian 

AM  630 KYFI  Bible Broadcasting 

  850 KFUO Lutheran 

 1320 KSIV  Bott Broadcasting 

YouTube is another place to find a wonderful variety of 
Christian music and worship.  Use the search to locate 
specific preferences. 

 
 
 
 
 

CONTEMPORARY CHRISTIAN MUSIC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.joyfmonline.org/
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WISE THOUGHTS ATTRIBUTED TO THREE VERY WISE MEN 

Albert Einstein (1879-1955) about life: 

1. Stay away from negative people. They have a problem for 
every solution. 

2. We cannot solve our problems with the same thinking we 
used when we created them. 

3. A person who never made a mistake never tried anything 
new. 

4. You never stop failing until you stop trying. 

5. Life is like riding a bicycle. To keep your balance, you 
must keep moving. 

6. Two things are infinite--the universe and human stupidity, 
and I’m not sure about the universe. 

7. Insanity is doing the same thing over and over again and 
expecting different results. 

8. Weak people revenge. Strong people forgive. Intelligent 
people ignore. 

9. Logic will get you from A to B. Imagination will take you 
everywhere. 

10. You have to learn the rules of the game, and then play 
better than anyone else. 

Will Rogers (1879-1935) about growing older: 

1. One day you will reach a point when you stop lying about 
your age and start bragging about it. 

2. The older we get, the fewer things seem worth waiting in 
line for. 

3. When you are dissatisfied and would like to go back to 
your youth, think of algebra. 

4. You know you’re getting old when everything either dries 
up or leaks. 

5. I don't know how I got over the hill without getting to the 
top. 

6. One thing no one tells you about aging is that it’s such a 
nice change from being young. 

7. One must wait until evening to see how splendid the day 
has been. 

8. Being young is beautiful, but being old is comfortable and 
relaxed. 

9. If you don't learn to laugh at trouble, you won't have 
anything to laugh at when you're old. 

10. Long ago, when men cursed and beat the ground with 
sticks, it was called witchcraft. Today it's called golf. 

Jesus Christ (4 B.C.?-30 A.D.?) about faith, life, love, 
and trust: 

1. Everyone who exalts himself will be humbled; everyone 
who humbles himself will be exalted. 

2. Ask and it will be given you; seek and you will find; knock 
and the door will open unto you. 

3. Do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be 
anxious enough for itself. 

4. Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you. 

5. Let the one among you who is without sin be the first to 
cast a stone. 

6. Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 

7. I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me. 

8. I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, 
though he dies, yet shall he live. 

9. Your Father in heaven makes his sun rise on the evil and 
on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. 

10. God sent his Son into the world, not to condemn the world, 
but that the world through him might be saved. 

 
 
 
 

BECAUSE WE CARE… 

MUCH AS FACE COVERINGS AND MASKS  are often 
uncomfortable, and SOCIAL DISTANCING 
GUIDELINES have left us feeling detached, these are 
important to prevent unwitting spread of the 
covid-19 virus, including receiving the disease.  
ANY OF US COULD BE A CARRIER  even 
without symptoms.  Our care for others, 
especially those more at risk, a care that is 
grounded in God’s ultimate care and steadfast 
love, will lead us to do our part.  So, instead of 
grumbling about these intrusions into “my rights” and 
“my freedom,” we all want to do our part.  Masks are 
required in ALL PUBLIC INDOOR SPACES  and where 
other social distancing is not possible, (e.g. at a picnic 
table in the park, on the bike trail, etc.) 
 

GET IN TOUCH WITH PASTOR HUGH 

EVEN DURING THE CURRENT CRISIS, YOU ARE 
WELCOME TO CALL OR TEXT ME DIRECTLY  using 
my mobile phone ( 618 / 566.2480) which looks like a 

landline number!  We will honor the CDC guidelines. 

HOWEVER, UNLESS THERE IS AN URGENT 
PASTORAL NEED, please avoid those texts or calls 
between 8:00 pm and 8:00 am.   

If there is a death, injury, crisis, or emergency, do not 
hesitate to contact me 24/7.  I am here for you as 

your pastor and friend.     Pr. Hugh 

 
 
 
 

CALENDAR and THOSE SERVING 

THE CALENDAR AND THE SCHEDULE FOR THOSE SERVING IN WORSHIP IS NOT BEING INCLUDED IN THIS 
NEWSLETTER   because we are not sure which, if any, of the church events will happen.  We are including the schedule 
for Meals on Wheels. 
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ST. CLAIR COUNTY 
HOUSING REHAB GRANT PROGRAM 

This is for low income homeowners to do important 
interior or exterior repairs that threaten health or safety 
of occupants such as electrical, plumbing, heating 
systems, roofing, painting, windows, doors, and lead 
hazard reduction.  The County Intergovenmental Grants 
Department will accept calls Monday-Friday, August 3-7 
(9:00 am - 4:00 pm) to request pre-application forms.  
These will be mailed to potential clients.  Call 618 / 
825.3223 or 825.3215.  Please let others know who 
might benefit from this program. 
 
 
 

FROM THE PRESIDENT'S TABLE 
FROM MY KITCHEN TABLE 

One thing I have seen a lot of, is an over abundance of 
self pity.  Boy, do we really pile it on… 

• we feel sorry for ourselves because we don't have 
any money.... 

• we don't have a job.... 

• we don't have a new car or the best clothes... 

• we want people to feel sorry for us because we are 
sick or disabled... 

What about all the families who have lost loved ones to 
COVID-19?  When I see that, my response is, "I don't 
have any problems at all!! 

Look around you and Count Your Blessings.... 

 Donna Mae's sunrise and sunset pictures! 

 Sherri's southern smile! 

 Catherine's organ and piano music! 

 Rachael's garden flowers! 

 Lindsay and David's smiling family! 

 Darryl and Dave's corn fields! 

 Pastor Hugh's prayers! Amen 

 Our pets: George, Diamond and Ryeley! 

 Our friends and family - with us always! 
Count your many Blessings--see what God has done! 

God bless us in our continual search for patience and 
strength. Help us to see all things good and beautiful. 
 
 
 
 
We had a Council Meeting on July 16th in the shade on 
the church patio.  We authorized continuing staff salaries 
through August and respectfully ask all our members 
and friends for the ongoing financial support. 

See you soon, 

If you need anything, just give me a call! 
314-917-4981  We are here to help you 

Beth Miller  Council President 

FLUORESCENT BULBS AND BALLAST 
AVAILABLE 

We are replacing light bulbs with 
energy efficient LED bulbs and the 
old 4 ft tubes are available as well as 
ballasts.  The old bulbs are sizes T 
32 and T 40.  Call the church to set 
up a time to pick up your supply. 
 
 
 
 

STEWARDSHIP—MORE THAN MONEY 

It has been around four months since the COVID-19 
virus has been affecting our way of life causing us to 
rethink our everyday activities.  It doesn’t seem the same 
that we are not able to physically get together for 
worship and socializing at St. John.  I would like to say 
that everything is fine, the church is still operating, and 

we are able to go online 
to participate in the 
Sunday worship 
service.  However, 
something is still 
missing.  We don’t feel 
as well connected as 
before.  Please do not 
let this affect your 
monthly or weekly 
Church contributions.   

Our year to date receipts to the General Fund is 
$183,226 versus last year of $211,612.   This cannot 
continue if we expect the Church to operate as before.  
Fortunately, as I mentioned previously, we have secured 
a Payroll Protection Loan to help us weather the storm.  
With this loan the General Fund receipts are boosted to 
$232,985.  While this is helping to bridge the gap for the 
time being, we cannot depend on the Church continuing 
on this path.  Expenses year to date are $206,206 
versus $210,052 last year.   

Please realize that YOUR OFFERINGS ARE STILL 
VERY ESSENTIAL TO THE MISSION OF OUR 
CHURCH. 

Kent Schroeder 
Treasurer & Director, 
Stewardship Ministry 

 
 
 
 

May God be merciful and bless 
us. May his face smile with 

favor on us.  [Psalm 67: 1] 
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ARE YOU FURLOUGHED OR LAID OFF? 
DESIGNATED GIFTS FOR 

ASSISTING PEOPLE IN NEED 

THE “HELPING HANDS” FUND  is the discretionary 
account administered (confidentially) by Pr. Hugh and is 
used solely for emergency needs of St. John members. 

THE LOCAL BENEVOLENT FUND  is 
for major financial needs of individuals 
in the community and is screened by 
representatives of our Community and 
Social Ministry.  Assistance is also 
provided confidentially. 

WE SUPPORT CONCERNED CHRISTIANS, INC  which 
also provides emergency aid to those living within the 
Mascoutah School District (and operates the Food 
Pantry).  Requests for help are carefully screened. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HEARTS IN SERVICE 

MINISTRY VOLUNTEERS  
ARE HERE FOR YOU 

We did not meet due to COVID-19.  Activity provided to 
me via text, phone, and email for June is as follows:   

• Cards sent:  68 

• Phone contacts:  21 

• Texts:  10 

• Emails:  15 

Even though we have not been meeting, we continue 
contacting members with cards, calls, texts, etc.  

Today is going to be a good day because God has not 
only kept His promises to us, but He has also given us a 
reminder of the everlasting covenant He made with us 
and every living being on earth.  God is very serious 
about His promises.  If He said it, we can be assured it 
will happen. Trust His word and thank Him in advance 
for His faithfulness to answer. 

What promise are you waiting on God to fulfill? 

Whenever the rainbow appears in the clouds, I will see it 
and remember the everlasting covenant between God 
and all living creatures of every kind on the earth.  
Genesis 9:16 

Normally, our next check-in would be 
August 24th.  However, due to the 
pandemic restrictions, we will continue 
contacting members with cards, calls, 
texts, etc. 

Blessings, 

Sabia Hinkle, Director 

CHOCOLATE FOR SALE 

Need something sweet?  Need 
a small gift or a surprise for 
someone?  The Summer 
Mission Trip team has chocolate 
for sale!  $2 each.  Please 
contact Rachael for available 
kinds at 618-719-9702. 
 
 

THANKS TO SUMMER LUNCH 
VOLUNTEERS 

St. John took care of July 13-17 with Barb Wetzler as the 
coordinator.  Thanks to Barb and all who helped provide 
lunches to the children in Jesus’ name. 
 
 
 

CAN YOU HELP? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 LIFE GOT YOU UPSET?  LOST YOUR JOB?  

LOST A LOVED ONE? 

JESUS GIVES PEACE, STRENGTH AND JOY!  

YOUR PASTOR IS HERE TO HELP and 

 HEARTS IN SERVICE  
 VOLUNTEERS 

ARE ALSO READY TO ENCOURAGE YOU 

LET PASTOR HUGH, SABIA HINKLE  KNOW! 

(CONFIDENTIAL IF REQUESTED) 

 

 
 
---------------return to the church office---------------------- 

SAVE PAPER AND POSTAGE 
GET YOUR NEWSLETTER ONLINE 

Save postage and paper by getting your newsletter 
online (email link) in a beautiful color format!  Please 
provide the church office your email address (not 
shared) 

NAME:  ______________________________________ 

EMAIL ADDRESS:  ________________________ 

http://www.christart.com/clipart/download/1297/
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Rachael’s Repor 

Several weeks ago, my family went camping and did several hiking trails.  The four of us enjoy hiking, but there is one 
part of it that I don’t enjoy. 

GETTING LOST. 

But really, it’s the fear of getting lost.  Taking the wrong trail.  Reading the map incorrectly.  Second guessing myself 
and then doing it again 14 more times.  (I’ll be honest, my direction sense is laughable, but still, I real ly do fear taking 
the wrong trail.) 

Isn’t that how our life is, too?  Don’t we fear doing the wrong thing?  Thinking we are on the right path and it comes to 
a screeching halt with a fork in the road?  Or realizing that we need to turn around and try again? 

I think of the animated version of Beauty & the Beast when Belle’s father, Maurice, is lost in the woods and decides to 
take the darker, creepier trail.  His horse, Phillipe, nudges him toward the sunny, less creepy trail.  Yep!  I get that!  
I’m right there with Phillipe, ready for the easier, sunny trail! 

But you know what?  God is in charge.  No matter how much we think we know what we are doing or where we are 
going, we have to TRUST in God.  He is our true trail guide, right? 

Our last hike was very rocky and peppered with tree roots.  We had to watch  
where we stepped during the whole hike.  Jeremy commented that sometimes  
he is so focused on where he is walking that he forgets or can’t look around at the  
beautiful scenery around him. 

This is also very true about life.  We are so focused on the day in and day out events  
that sometimes we don’t see the whole picture.  We focus on what may trip us up,  
but don’t see all the beauty and good around us. 

If we trust that God is our trail guide, we can take time to see all that is around us.  All the good.  All the beauty, love 
and LIFE! 

I pray your August is full of great hiking!  Hiking with less fear and MORE GOD!  God is so good, 

If you have any questions or I can help you or your family in any way, contact me--                  
My cell # (618) 719-9702             Blessings, 

My email: rachael.bearth@gmail.com    Rachael ☺  

 
 
 

GET STARTED ON YOUR SHOEBOXES 
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD  

Back to school sales are going on and it’s a great time to 
stock up on items for your shoeboxes!   

Make sure to pick up the following 
suggested items: pencils, pens, 
manual pencil sharpener, colored 
pencils, pencil case, index cards, 
calculator, crayons, markers, 

scissors, notebooks and ruler.  
Please no liquid glue!  If you would like 

to start packing your box(es) now, please contact 
Rachael and she will get them to you.  If you have any 
questions about what to pack in your shoebox, please 
call Rachael at 618-719-9702. 

→Want to include “The Shoe 
That Grows” in your box?  
Please contact Rachael with 
the age of the child you are 
packing for.  Rachael will 
order the shoes in September. 

 
 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO LINDSEY 

One big success- Lindsey (Bumpus) Jackson is the new 
voice for St. James Music Press!  She won the 
“Liturgical Idol” Contest held online by submitting an mp3 
recording to be evaluated by the staff at www.sjmp.com. 
Pastor Hugh recorded her on video, I accompanied her 
and helped her with her voice and converted the video to 
mp3  We both were required to submit photos and short 
bio to the company - Lindsey is the one singing the 
demo for a new work by Ian Higginson called Rite II: 
Psalm 95.  Congratulations to Lindsey for stretching to 
meet this worthy goal! 

Here’s a link for hearing us 
https://www.sjmp.com/catalog/music/come-let-us-sing-
unto-lord 

Catherine Burge 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:rachael.bearth@gmail.com
http://www.sjmp.com/
https://www.sjmp.com/catalog/music/come-let-us-sing-unto-lord
https://www.sjmp.com/catalog/music/come-let-us-sing-unto-lord
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WORSHIP MINISTRY 

What a beautiful morning it was - Sunday, July 5 at our 
outdoor Sunday morning worship and communion 
service.  The sun was shining and 
many of our St. John 
family were gathered 
together (yes, 6 feet 
apart)  for the first time in 
months.  It was wonderful 
to see everyone.  Our good 
Lord was definitely with us.  
The patio served as a great 
platform for Pastor, and our 
musicians.  Several of our youth 
served communion – thank you.  Although this was a 
wonderful experience, the likelihood of doing this every 
Sunday is not feasible.  It took a lot of time and logistics 
to get all the sound system, instruments such as the 
keyboard, tables, etc. set up.  Many thanks to Gene 
Engelman, Andy Renth, Catherine Burge, and especially 
Len Wolf (sound) and everyone who made this possible.  
We do hope to possibly do this once a month weather 
permitting.  Our next planned outdoor service is August 
2 at 9 am.   

We will certainly continue with our virtual services online 
and hope you will be able to continue worshiping with us.  
Keep the faith as we know our good Lord is always with 
us. 

Again, if you have any thoughts that might be helpful or 
concerns to share, please feel free to contact me.   

“For I know the plans I have for you declares the Lord, 
plans to prosper you and not to harm you.  Plans to give 
you hope and a future.”  Jeremiah 29:11 

Blessings, 

Karen Harris, Director 

 
 
 
 

MASCOUTAH SENIOR CENTER  
UBER SERVICE 

An Uber ride transportation service (sponsored by 
AgeSmart Community Resources, a not for profit 
organization that serves persons over 60 and their 
caregivers in seven Illinois counties) is now available for 
the Mascoutah Senior Center elderly. The service will be 
available to transport seniors to and from medical 
appointments located in the immediate Metro East area. 
AgeSmart chose Mascoutah for this pilot program 
because we do not have many transportation options for 
the elderly.  The Senior Center will act as a dispatcher 
coordinating Uber rides for our older adults.  Call the 
Senior Center at 618-566-8758 at least 72 hours before 
your medical appointment. They will coordinate the time 
with the Uber driver, and you will be picked up at your 
home and driven to your appointment. 

CONFIRMATION CLASSES 
AND SUNDAY CLASSES? 

THE PANDEMIC HAS MADE IT IMPOSSIBLE  to make 
definitive plans for RALLY DAY, SUNDAY CLASSES, 
and CONFIRMATION CLASSES.  Consideration will be 
given to the possibilities depending in part on the 
arrangements of the Mascoutah School District and the 
State of Illinois. 

YOUR CHRISTIAN EDUCATION MINISTRY  and Pastor 
Hugh and Minister of Youth and Christian Education will 
continue to collaborate on the best way forward. 

IT IS HOPED TO PROVIDE CONFIRMATION 
CLASSES  for those in 7th and 8th grade using social 
distancing and in-person learning.   

WE WILL PROVIDE INFORMATION DIRECTLY  with 
special mailings, texts, St. John’s Facebook page, and 
St. John Church’s website. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RACHAEL’S CLASS UPDATES 

→We had 6 chapters left in our Marriage 
Matters book to finish and we enjoyed 3 
sessions on the patio!  We met either on 
Wednesday evening or Thursday morning. 

→Rachael is hoping to start an evening and 
morning book study in September.  It will be 
Lysa TerKeurst’s “The Best Yes”.  Read below for more 
information about the book: 

Are you living with the stress of an overwhelmed 
schedule and aching 
with the sadness of an 
underwhelmed soul? 
Lysa TerKeurst is 
learning that there is a 
big difference between 
saying yes to everyone 
and saying yes to God. 
In “The Best Yes” she 
will help you: Cure the 
disease to please with a 
biblical understanding of 
the command to love. 
Escape the guilt of 
disappointing others by 
learning the secret of the 
small no. Overcome the 
agony of hard choices by embracing a wisdom based 
decision-making process. Rise above the rush of 
endless demands and discover your best yes today. 

***Please contact Rachael if you would like a book!  
Please stay tuned to the newsletter and Facebook about 
the upcoming class schedule. 
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JUNE 2020 
Financial $ummary  

General Fund Receipts                   $ 49,732.00* 

General Fund Expenses                  $ 29,436.00 

Receipts minus Expenses                $ 20,296.00 

Receipts minus Expenses                  $ 26,779.00 
            (Year to Date)  

*June 2020 General Fund Receipts includes 
$24,645.64 in Payroll Protection Plan money. 

Cheerful giving comes from a 

Christ-filled heart 

 
 
 
 

DEATH 

George ‘Bill’ Faust, passed away on June 27 at St. 
Elizabeth’s Hospital in O’Fallon IL.  He 
is survived by his wife, Michelle ‘Mickey’ 
nee Renth; a daughter, Toni (Michael) 
Beisiegel and a son, Billy (Rachel) 
Faust; four grandchildren, Danielle & 
Drew Beisiegel and Will & Raelyn Faust. 
There was a private memorial service 
due to Covid-19 restrictions. 

 
 
 
 

SUMMER ANTHEMS FOR WORSHIP 

WE HAVE BEEN BLESSED  with special music for our 
worship videos by  Gospelettes, Jodi Jones and Andrew 
Renth, Kathryn Wesselman, and Dave Meier. 

SONG LEADERS  have included Beth Miller and Sherri 
Daniel, David Meier, Jeremy Bearth, Jodi Jones, Maddie 
Donovan, and Lindsey Jackson and Chris Harris. 
 
 
 
 

MASCOUTAH FOOD PANTRY 
NEEDS FOR AUGUST 

Laundry Detergent, Dish Soap,  
Cooking Oil, Sugar, Canned Carrots, 
Au Gratin Potatoes,  
Chicken & Dumplings 

Thank you for your kindness and generosity. 

DROP ITEMS OFF AT THE FOOD 
PANTRY  Tuesdays or Saturdays. 10 am-
12  pm [for now, not at church] 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

The church building is closed during the pandemic.  
Often the staff works remotely.  If you 
need access to the church for dropping 
off items, equipment, etc. call the office 
at 618 / 566.7311 or call Pastor or 
Rachael directly. 

OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR SHERRI 
DANIEL  now works Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 
from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm (call the church to be let in). 

ANY ACTIVITIES  in the building require scheduling 
arrangements.  For the sanctuary, contact Pastor Hugh.  
For all other areas, contact Sherri. 
 
 
 
 

TAKE TIME FOR WORSHIP 
VIDEOS PROVIDED WEEKLY 

REOPENING THE CHURCH BUILDING FOR 
WORSHIP  would be very limited and complex requiring 
masks, no singing, social distancing, disinfecting, 
restrictions on exit and entrance, and communion as well 
as being risky for many of our members.  WE MISS 
GETTING TOGETHER  as a church family, but… 

PLEASE TAKE TIME 
FOR WORSHIP USING 
THE WEEKLY VIDEOS  
edited by Maddie 
Donovan and now 
including hymns, 
children’s message, 
church bells, anthem, as 
well as the Word and 
Prayer. 

WORSHIP VIDEOS ARE POSTED ON 
THREE SITES— 

1. our church website     www.saintjohnucc.org  

2. our church Facebook page 
 https://www.facebook.com/StJohnUCCMascoutah/ 

3. our church’s new YouTube channel   www.youtube 
 (search for St. John UCC Mascoutah) 

PLEASE CONTINUE TO STAY SAFE  as you maintain 
social (physical) distance (including not having family or 
friends together) and use face coverings.   Any of us 
could be carrying the virus!  Continue to sanitize and 
wash hands, and wipe down surfaces. 

LET’S KEEP REACHING  OUT TO OTHERS  by phone, 
video conference, cards, etc. and to meet any needs.  
No one should be kept isolated!  As a church family, we 
need to be here for each other and for those near us.   
 

http://www.saintjohnucc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/StJohnUCCMascoutah/
http://www.youtube/
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ST. JOHN OVER 80’S BIRTHDAY CLUB (AUGUST) 

August 1 Patricia Miller 89 years PO Box 72, Delphos KS  67436 
 2 Loraine Yarber 88 years 904 W. Main Street 
 5 Muriel Brockmeier 83 years 402 N. 6th Street  
 10 Ella Emmerich 104 years 6916 Lakenheath Lane, Colorado Springs CO  80908 
 12 Doris Klein 89 years 626 W. Church Street 
 17 Bob Ganschinietz 89 years 105 St. Christopher Court 
 28 Julia Burgard 92 years 1007 W. Madison Street  
 

SPECIAL KNOWN WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES (AUGUST) 
August 5 Mark and Linda Surmeier 42 years 
 10 Kent and Jeanne Hamann 47 years 
 14 Van and Sheila Roehrig 38 years 
 16 David and Lisa Tiedemann 45 years 
 17 Mike and Sandy Justus 35 years 
 21 Kay and Donnie Ostrom 49 years 
 22 Harry and Donna Kimmle 45 years 
 22 Kim and Randy Renth 33 years 
 27 Kathy and Larry Wesselman 43 years  
 
(Are we missing your birthday or anniversary from this listing?  We publish birthdays of 80 and over and wedding 
anniversaries of 20 years or more.  Please let the church office know so we can update our records.  Thank you! 
 
 
 

MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH: 

Watch your 
mailbox for 

August activities 
from Rachael!   

Questions or 
suggestions? 

Please contact her! 

 
 
 
 

PRAYER LIST  /  PRAYER CHAIN 

For critical situations, our Prayer Chain is devoted to 
immediate and specific prayer.  Our regular prayer list 
includes those for whom prayer has been requested 
(usually incorporated into our Sunday Prayer of the 
Church / Intercessions). Just call the church office and 
we’ll get the word out. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

NOTES OF THANKS 

“Thank you for sharing your Upper Room devotionals with some 
folks at Bethel United Methodist Church. Enough people are 
interested, and we will now have them available at our church. God 
bless you!  Pattie Murphy” 

“Hello faith partners!  Thank you for sharing your gifts with me. This 
is a blessing! You answered my call. My prayers are that we all come 
together as one, soon. God bless each of you.   

Brenda Crisp, Director , Uni-Pres KinderCottage 

 
 
 
 

LOTS OF THANKS… 

Members of Building and Grounds Ministry and others 
have finished rebuilding the playground shed and 
replacing the siding on the garage.  Looks great.  
Thanks. 

Several individuals (they want anonymity) have 
continued to do major work replacing light fixtures in the 
building and providing some new small tables. Your work 
is appreciated! 

 
 

SCHEDULE FOR MEALS ON WHEELS 

August  6   East- West-Linda Juenger                        Third-Dot Maschal 
  13 East-Jack Klopmeyer                  West-Charlotte Schifferdecker  Third-Treva Carr/Rhuann Caliper 
  20 East-Tom & Cathy Klingelhoefer  West-Dan Dietz                  Third- 
   27 East-Treva Carr / Rhuann Caliper              West-Sue Wagner              Third-/Rosie Taylor / Sue Nichols 
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SICK AND/OR HOSPITALIZED 

Those who are ill appreciate your prayers.  If you have opportunity to visit (being sensitive to the 
specific situation) those who are hospitalized, it will help them feel that they are part of our caring 
church family.  We are signs of God’s presence and peace in Christ for one another. 

Below is our current prayer list. Many of these were hospitalized, injured, or reported ill and we pray 
for God’s comfort, strength, and healing for all: 

Jack Weyant, Allen Stein, The Covid-19 pandemic and all affected, The families of Ruth Ann Erwin and Bill Faust who passed away; 
Thomas Bearth, Esther Grodeon, John Long, Amanda Suomela, Mike Bush, Helen Banks, Mary Ann Krummrich, David Tiedemann, 

Barbara Hill, Sarah Herndon, Kari Rhoderick, Terry Kissel, Bruce Owen, Christy Suemnicht, Carla Weiss, Shorty Groff, Dorothy Renth, Bob Detering, Elsie Kebel, Bud 
Sandheinrich, Florence Wagner, Kathy Kimmle, Christine Braunseis, Kent Snyder, Douglas Habbe, Christine Braunseis, Shelly Rehkemper, Maurice Hill, Tim and 
Sandy Ritter, Kris Fricke, Myron Potthast, Grayson Roemer, Rich Joellenbeck,  Joann Manning, Jean Ann Manning, Stan Mehosky, Ivan Mehosky, Danny Schrempp, 
Ryan, Zach Matthews, Michael Daugherty, Rick Pullen, Mark Wachtel, Debbie Woodrum, Everett Laird, Sharon Fournie, Judy Kautz, Joan Loucks, Charlie Knoth, 
Rylie McLeod, Fred Davis, Linda Shofner, Carol Seibert,  Alexandra Green, Skye and Savannah Baker, Helen Friederich, Maren Poettker, Adam Shofner, Barbara 
Emig, Mark Wilhelm, Tiffany Sherman, Cindy Cahill, Camryn Belcher, Patricia Voss, Carol Seal, John Venarsky, Ray Carr, Diana Walker, Courtney Bergheger, Julia 
Burgard, Hudson and Mason, Molly Taylor, David Endsley, Jordan Knipp, Sunny Comer, Lou Schubert, Dorothy Larson, Robert Schlecht, Kelle Schmidtke, Chris 
Sauerhage, Chuck Ridge, Mary Richter, Debbie Hoercher, Brent and Liz Tinsley, Rosemary Cooper, Rita Wilhelm, Alivia, Matthew Riester,  Jerry Caliper, Alice 
Bushue, Doris Sailer, Larry Bell, Gary Vielweber, Kent Barber, Andrew Seitz, Jackson Cruthis, Sandy Bloos, Pat Bleisch, Peyton, Nora and Owen Larson, Sharon 
Fournie, Kyle Kolander, Danette Barttelbort, Carmelita Sensel, Brian Moll, Jenny Cagle, Roger Middendorf, Paul Schanz, Debbie Gross, Travis Grubaugh, Betty Hill, 
Linda Harris, Trent, Jennifer Crum, Mary Kay Webb, Dolly Browder, Bob Welker, Louise Franke, Lena Kaczur, Merv Winters, Jon Edd, Dean Roehrig, John Mehaffey, 
Carol Simpson, Laura Lemke, Wanda Sigman, Matthew, Brian Dawson, Julie Ringhofer, Lennie Roy, Natasha Jarden, Kaitlyn, Dave Schlueter, Steve Patrick, Lonnie 
Ostrom, Ann Graul, Lisa Fredrick, Randy Clover, Jaclyn Danner, Dan Wombacher, Linda Eckerman,  Alan Snowden, Crystal Huber, Chris Cagle, Greg Weber, 
Joshua, David Long, congregations with conflict or pastoral vacancies, Heather Ploesser, Michelle Detering, Margaret Oltmann, Barbara Farrero, Andy Kuehn, Steve 
Jolly, Nursing Home/Homebound, those seeking employment, caregivers. 
 

In addition, the following persons are in nursing care/retirement/assisted living center facilities.  St. John Family – 
visit these folks as you are able, pray for them, and assist them and their families as you can.  If you have an hour or two, 
why not visit them – they appreciate the visits. 

Assisted Living Centers: 

Assisted Living at Silver Creek, 1227 Winding Oaks Lane, 
Mascoutah– Dorothy Schrempp, Betty Long, Dorothy Larson 

Morningside of Shiloh - Room 202, 1201 Hartman Lane, Shiloh IL 
62221–Betty Wager 

Oak Hill, 623 Hamacher St. # 210, Waterloo IL  62298—Janet 
Heberer 

Cedarhurst of Shiloh, 429 S. Main Street, Shiloh IL  62269 – Terry 
Kissel 

Brightly Assisted Living, 649 Legacy Place Mascoutah – Vernon 
Andres, # 103; Laverne Bischoff, # 12; Eunice Wahl, # 122;  
Keith and Donna Grodeon #29 (independent living). Maurice 
and Barbara Hill, #30, Charlene Underwood 

Nursing Homes and Rehab 
Centers 

Marka Nursing Home, 201 S. 10th Street – Paul Knipp, Esther 
Grodeon 

Aperion Care Center, 901 N. 10th Street – June Riess 

Cedar Ridge of Lebanon, 1 Perryman Street, Lebanon 62254 – Elsie 
Kebel 

Homebound Persons 

Some of these folks get out and to church on occasion but are 
limited.  Please keep in touch with them. 

Barbara Emig 

Bob and Kathryn Ganschinietz 

Warren and Bobbie Klingel 

Mary Ann Krummrich 

Marilyn Lamb 

Bruce Owen 

Mary Richter 

Judy Watschinger 

Ruby and Loraine Yarber 

Clarence Vogel 

Jeanette Zinck 

Peg Ratliff 

IF THERE ARE OTHERS, please let the church office and Pastor know – our goal is to resume providing a DVD of the 
Sunday services and visits with Communion. Meanwhile, if possible, steer them to the website and Facebook for a weekly 
video of worship (Service of the Word and Prayer). 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We walk BY FAITH and not by Sight… 
The LORD has all things figured out FOR US! 
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UPDATE FROM MISSIONARY IN HUNGARY TOM LEDOUX 

TOM GREW UP AT ST. JOHN  and, after some rough times, lives in the Kansas City area.  He has following his calling to 
evangelistic missionary work working with small congregations in a rural area of Hungary, learning a difficult language, 
and finally getting his driver’s license.  The team works especially with children and youth, especially using baseball 
camps.  To support Tom, mark your contributions to “PIONEERS,” the missionary group. 

are money making events. 
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COLLEGE ADDRESSES NEEDED 

OUR ST. JOHN CHURCH FAMILY wants to 
keep in touch with our college students as they 
move this August. 

Parents and families, please provide this 
information to the church as soon as possible.  
You can return the form or email 
office@saintjohnucc.org 

 

---------  return to church a.s.a.p.---------------- 

NAME: _______________________________ 

PHONE:  _____________________ 

ADDRESS: ___________________________ 

 ____________________________________ 

EMAIL: _______________________________ 
 
 

mailto:office@saintjohnucc.org

