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THE VOICE OF FELLOWSHIP St. John Church 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

MASCOUTAH, ILLINOIS 

THE MONTHLY NEWSLETTER                                                         SEPTEMBER 2020 

 
 

A NOTE FROM PASTOR HUGH 
 
 

WHAT REALLY MATTERS . . . OUR PRIORITIES 
 

 
Dear St. John Church family and friends: 

LIVING WITH THE PANDEMIC RESTRICTIONS has been incredibly rough and unsettling for most of us.  We just 
went to work or to the store unhindered. We were used to gathering for worship, with family and friends for birthdays 
or holidays, for weddings and receptions without even giving it a second thought.  If we had the money (and most of 
us do), we could go on a cruise, fly to a distant vacation spot, or even head to the lake or a beach unhindered 
without being worried about the virus.  We or our kids and grandkids went to school, participated in sports 
tournaments and dance competitions, perhaps even in all-consuming ways, but we didn’t even think about (or 
perhaps appreciate) it.  With less hectic schedules, why are we MORE stressed and perhaps even 
depressed? 

WE CHRISTIANS KNOW THAT EVERYTHING HAS A SPIRITUAL ASPECT TO IT!  Our Lord Jesus 
has “shared our common lot, conquering sin and death” and, through his saving work, God “promises 
all who trust him…his presence in trial and rejoicing, and eternal life in his Kingdom…” [UCC 
Statement of Faith]  As we take that Good News to heart, we will find ourselves refocused on WHAT REALLY 
MATTERS!   

SO MANY OF OUR PRIORITIES  which have shaped our routines and our lives are, at best, blessings from God, 
but never a substitute for the Lord.  And, unfortunately, often these faulty priorities have replaced the One who is our 
First Priority.  When we hardly give God a thought (except in our panicky moments?) from day to day, something is 
wrong.  No wonder we find ourselves filled with self-pity, feeling empty, living with impatience and anger about 
others, and envious of what we perceive as other’s good fortunes. 

PERHAPS THE SPIRIT IS REDIRECTING US to embrace anew the priorities that enrich and enliven our hearts and 
which fill us with his self-giving love.  Scripture verses from God’s Word through the Apostle St. Paul come to 
mind— 

And he (Jesus Christ) is before all things, and in him all things consist.  He is the head of the body, the Church.  He is the 
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that in all things Christ might have first place.  [Colossians 1: 17-18] 

Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ.  More than that, I regard everything else 
as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus as my Lord. [Philippians 3: 7] 

WHAT NEEDS TO CHANGE IN YOU to experience the joy and peace of Christ more fully?  How can you take time 
to get into his Word more consistently?  What can you discard from your calendar to create a less hectic schedule?  
How can you change your expectations to enjoy and praise God for his many ongoing gifts instead of complaining?  
WHAT REALLY MATTERS?  It is amazing to see the Lord provide for our bodies, hearts, and minds when we set 
aside our demands and wants and let him transform our outlook.   

CONTINUE TO HEAR HIS WORD EVEN AS WE ARE APART.  The bond of faith that unites us is stronger than our 
temporary restrictions.  And let’s continue to encourage others—that, too, is a Christian priority. 
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SUNDAY PREACHING AND WORSHIP THEMES    SEPTEMBER  2020 

 
 

SEPTEMBER 6 THE LAW—FULFILLED BY (HIS) LOVE 
PENTECOST 14  [Romans 13: 8-14; Matthew 18:15-20] 
  God’s law can never save us because our sinfulness makes us unable to keep 

it.  We may find it irritating and even try to avoid it.  But there is One who has 
perfectly fulfilled the Law – and Scripture reminds us that the essence of the 
law is LOVE, especially love for our neighbor (others)!  As we “put on Christ,” 
we are guided by the law and empowered by Jesus with a new heart and 
outlook.  And we will handle even the shortcomings of others with a view to 
reconciliation and renewal. 

  HOLY COMMUNION  (OUTDOOR SERVICE AT 9:00 am) 
 
 

SEPTEMBER 13 FORGIVING WITHOUT LIMITS 
PENTECOST 15  [Genesis 50: 15-21; Matthew 18: 21-35] 
  Forgiving others (as we have been forgiven by our Lord) is the KEY to good 

relationships.  And forgiving others is especially good for us.  So, in light of 
God’s gift of the forgiveness of our debt, we cannot get stingy with forgiveness 
nor withhold it without jeopardizing God’s relationship with us.  In Genesis, we 
see Joseph forgive his brothers for their wrongdoing, illustrating God’s greater 
plan – “you meant it for harm, but God used it for good!” 

 
 

SEPTEMBER 20 CHRIST FOR US – LIFE AND LABOR 
PENTECOST 16  [Philippians 1: 21-30] 

Our faith’s starting point is that death has become gain, that heaven is better 
than the chaos and trouble we now have.  But, until then, we have “fruitful 
labor” in our life in Christ.  We are called to a lifestyle “worthy of the Gospel” 
message.  It is a work of togetherness, of “one mind,” empowered by the Lord 
where we encourage others and find joy in their faith. 
HOLY COMMUNION 

 
 

SEPTEMBER 27 LESSONS FROM THE WINDOWS 
PENTECOST 17  [Philippians 2: 1-13] 
  The stain glass windows in our church (not just the Shepherd window above 

the altar) have powerful lessons about God’s gift of grace throughout history.  
This service will include brief devotions about each of the windows as we apply 
our faith to living.  Such windows originally were created, together with 
sculpture, paintings and other artwork, in the middle ages for the mostly 
illiterate folk to learn the meaning and power of our Christian faith. Such visual 
reminders are helpful to reinforce the message of the Gospel even for us. 

 

COMMUNION WILL BE CELEBRATED WITH A 45 MINUTE  
OUTDOOR SERVICE (weather permitting) on SUNDAY,  
SEPTEMBER 6th on the patio and southeast lawn of the Church.   
Invite others!  Social distancing will be required. 

It will also be celebrated in homes with the worship video on SEPTEMBER 
20.  You will need to have ready the elements of bread (unleavened or 
regular bread) and wine (or grape juice—make sure it is actually grape juice 
and not a juice drink with grape flavors—the Scriptures call for the “fruit of the 
vine.”) 

REVISED COMMON LECTIONARY 
READINGS 

Ezekiel 33: 7-11 
Psalm 119: 33-40 
Romans 13: 8-14 

Matthew 18: 15-20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Genesis 50: 15-21 
Psalm 103: 1-13 
Romans 14: 1-12 

Matthew 18: 21-35 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jonah 3: 10 – 4: 11 
Psalm 145: 1-8 

Philippians 1: 21-30 
Matthew 20: 1-16 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Ezekiel 18: 1-4, 25-32 
Psalm 25: 1-9 

Philippians 2: 1-13 
Matthew 21: 23-32 

 
 
 
 
 

WHY NOT READ ALL OF 
THE LECTIONARY 
READINGS  above which 
are provided to enrich your 
Sunday worship, whether or 
not we are able to gather 
together.  The message each 
Sunday is usually based on 
one or another of these 
assigned readings. 
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PLEASE REMIND OTHERS TO JOIN US FOR ANOTHER 

OUTDOOR COMMUNION 

SERVICE 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 2020 
9:00-9:45 am 

 
 
 
 

 Bring your lawn chair as we gather on the patio and southeast lawn at St. John. 

 Family clusters must observe at least 6 foot social distancing. 

 Catherine will play the keyboard for our singing. 

 Communion (individual cups) will be prepared only by Pastor Hugh. 

 In case of inclement weather, we will reschedule this service to  

Tuesday, September 8th  at 7:00 pm 

 If you are ill or at risk, please do not attend this service. 

 
OUR ONLINE SUNDAY WORSHIP VIDEOS WILL BE PROVIDED AS ALWAYS 

 
 
 

CHRISTIAN RADIO 

During our “stay at home” time, Christian radio can be a real encouragement in addition to the videos from St. John or 
other churches.  

These radio stations vary by content, musical style, and 
format.  Some feature national broadcast preachers, 
others local, some traditional hymns, some Gospel 
music, some contemporary praise and worship. 

FM 89.7 KQRC  

 91.5 KSIV  Bott Broadcasting 

 99.1 KLJY  Contemporary Christian 

AM  630 KYFI  Bible Broadcasting 

  850 KFUO Lutheran 

 1320 KSIV  Bott Broadcasting 

YouTube is another place to find a wonderful variety of 
Christian music and worship.  Use the search to locate 
specific preferences. 

CONTEMPORARY CHRISTIAN MUSIC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER-- 
YOUR OFFERINGS ARE NEEDED 
GOD BLESSES SO WE CAN GIVE 

http://www.joyfmonline.org/
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HEARTS IN SERVICE 

MINISTRY VOLUNTEERS  
ARE HERE FOR YOU 

We did not meet due to COVID-19. Even though we 
have not been meeting, we continue contacting 
members with cards, calls, texts, etc.  Activity provided 
to me via text, phone, and email for July is as follows:   

• Cards sent:  52 

• Phone contacts:  30 

• Texts:  12 

• Emails:  21 

• Errands:  1 

May the God of hope fill you 
with all joy and peace as you 
trust in him, so that you may 
overflow with hope by the 
power of the Holy Spirit.  
Romans 15:13 

Blessings, 

Sabia Hinkle, Director  
 
 
 

GET IN TOUCH WITH PASTOR HUGH 

EVEN DURING THE CURRENT CRISIS, YOU ARE 
WELCOME TO CALL OR TEXT ME DIRECTLY  using 
my mobile phone ( 618 / 566.2480) which looks like a 
landline number!  We will honor the CDC guidelines. 

HOWEVER, UNLESS THERE IS AN URGENT 
PASTORAL NEED, please avoid those texts or calls 
between 8:00 pm and 8:00 am.   

If there is a death, injury, crisis, or emergency, do not 
hesitate to contact me 24/7.  I am here for you as your 
pastor and friend.     Pr. Hugh 

 
 
 

FLUORESCENT BULBS AND BALLASTS 
AVAILABLE 

We are replacing light bulbs with 
energy efficient LED bulbs and the 
old 4 ft tubes are available as well as 
ballasts.  The old bulbs are sizes T 
32 and T 40.  Call the church to set 
up a time to pick up your supply. 
 
 

CAN YOU HELP? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 LIFE GOT YOU UPSET?  LOST YOUR JOB?  

LOST A LOVED ONE? 

JESUS GIVES PEACE, STRENGTH AND JOY!  

YOUR PASTOR IS HERE TO HELP and 

 HEARTS IN SERVICE  

 VOLUNTEERS 

ARE ALSO READY TO ENCOURAGE YOU 

LET PASTOR HUGH, SABIA HINKLE  KNOW! 

(CONFIDENTIAL IF REQUESTED) 

 

 
 
 
 

BECAUSE WE CARE… 

MUCH AS FACE COVERINGS AND MASKS  are often 
uncomfortable, and SOCIAL DISTANCING 
GUIDELINES have left us feeling detached, these are 
important to prevent unwitting spread 
of the covid-19 virus, including 
receiving the disease.  ANY OF US 
COULD BE A CARRIER  even 
without symptoms.  Our care for 
others, especially those more at risk, 
a care that is grounded in God’s 
ultimate care and steadfast love, will lead us to do our 
part.  So, instead of grumbling about these intrusions 
into “my rights” and “my freedom,” we all want to do our 
part.  Masks are required in ALL PUBLIC INDOOR 
SPACES  and where other social distancing is not 
possible, (e.g. at a picnic table in the park, on the bike 
trail, etc.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CALENDAR and THOSE SERVING 

THE CALENDAR AND THE SCHEDULE FOR THOSE SERVING IN WORSHIP IS NOT BEING INCLUDED IN THIS 
NEWSLETTER   because we are not sure which, if any, of the church events will happen.  We are including the schedule 
for Meals on Wheels. 

http://www.christart.com/clipart/download/1297/
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FROM THE PRESIDENT'S TABLE 
FROM MY KITCHEN TABLE 

What day is it?  Well, the time has arrived when the 
children are back at school!  This is supposed to be a 
happy time, but we all know Covid-19 has made this 
very challenging! 

That's what I wanted to talk about today.....how can we, 
you and I, help these school families?  I am learning 
from my daughter, who works at home, that "Grandma" 
is going back to school!  Really not sure about math, but 
I can make history very interesting! 

 

 

 

All I'm trying to say is, if you have some skills in this 
area, please offer to help.  I'm sure people would 
welcome the assistance.  Maybe just the offer to help is 
enough to lift the load from their shoulders.  Helping 
hands are always welcome. 

We are the Church!  We can make each day a little 
brighter.  Keep praying for our children, teachers and 
staff. 

God bless us in our continual search for patience and 
strength. Help us to see all things good and beautiful. 
 

If you need anything, just give me a call! 
314-917-4981  We are here to help you 

Beth Miller  President 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ARE YOU FURLOUGHED OR LAID OFF? 
DESIGNATED GIFTS FOR 

ASSISTING PEOPLE IN NEED 

THE “HELPING HANDS” FUND  is the discretionary 
account administered (confidentially) by Pr. Hugh and is 
used solely for emergency needs of St. John members. 

THE LOCAL BENEVOLENT FUND  is 
for major financial needs of individuals 
in the community and is screened by 
representatives of our Community and 
Social Ministry.  Assistance is also 
provided confidentially. 

WE SUPPORT CONCERNED CHRISTIANS, INC  which 
also provides emergency aid to those living within the 
Mascoutah School District (and operates the Food 
Pantry).  Requests for help are carefully screened. 

STEWARDSHIP—MORE THAN MONEY 

Much has happened since the COVID-19 virus has 
raised its ugly head and has caused us to rethink how 
we go about our everyday business.  Nothing is normal, 
yet it seems that when everything settles down, there will 
be a new normal. Let us be mindful that God’s plan may 
not be our plan.  We need to let God call the shots and 
realize that his plan is always better than our plan.  We 
are truly blessed because God will always provide for 
our needs.   

Let us be aware that even 
though there may be a new 
normal, our commitment to our 
Church is more essential than 
ever.  Summertime usually 
reflects a downturn in General 
funds giving and this year is no 
exception.  Our year to date 
General Fund receipts are 
$209,376 compared to 
$238,655 for last year.  Again,  
because we have secured a payroll protection loan for 
$55,184, this brings the total to $264,559. Our year to 
date expenses is $235,231 which is approximately 
$5,000 less than last year.   

Now may be a good time to consider enrolling in our 
automated giving program.  This way it will be easier to 
insure that your weekly or monthly contributions are 
made on a regular basis.  This program is easily 
accessible through the St. John website, 
https://www.saintjohnucc.org/.   

As I stated previously, please realize that YOUR 
OFFERINGS ARE STILL VERY ESSENTIAL TO THE 
MISSION OF OUR CHURCH. 

Kent Schroeder 
Treasurer & Director, 
Stewardship Ministry 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
---------------return to the church office---------------------- 

SAVE PAPER AND POSTAGE 
GET YOUR NEWSLETTER ONLINE 

Save postage and paper by getting your newsletter 
online (email link) in a beautiful color format!  Please 
provide the church office your email address (not 
shared) 

NAME:  ______________________________________ 

EMAIL ADDRESS:  ________________________ 

https://www.saintjohnucc.org/
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Rachael’s Repor 

About a week ago, my beautiful concrete flower basket of geraniums and dusty millers disappeared.  It certainly 
wasn’t a mystery as to why they disappeared.  I have seen bunnies chomping on them, even with parts of the plants 
hanging from their mouth as they scampered off.  Was I mad that my whole basket was eaten?  Nope.  Did I chase 
the bunnies away?  Nope.  I actually tried talking to the bunnies and gestured to all of my grass for them to eat 
instead, but they weren’t interested.  I tried!  Ha!  

I have had the beautiful red geraniums and dusty millers since spring.   
I enjoy seeing them by my front door.  While they are a tradition to plant 
in that basket, the tradition ended early this year.  Lots of events and plans 
ended early this year.  Didn’t they?    

I think the flowers and bunnies are God’s way of saying that it’s time for a 
change. 

I’ll probably plant a large mum, one of my favorite flowering plants, in the 
basket instead.  Mums mean cooler weather and a change of season.   
Isn’t a change of season what we are all asking God for right now? 

→ As we enter into a new season, know that God is with us every step of the way.  He hasn’t left.  He didn’t decide to 
go somewhere else.  He is with us in every day and in every season.   

Seasons change and God remains. 

If you have any questions or I can help you or your family in any way, contact me--                  

My cell # (618) 719-9702             Blessings, 

My email: rachael.bearth@gmail.com    Rachael ☺  

 
 
 
 

GET STARTED ON YOUR SHOEBOXES 
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD  

Back to school sales are going on and it’s a great time to 
stock up on items for your shoeboxes!   

Make sure to pick up the 
following suggested items: 
pencils, pens, manual pencil 
sharpener, colored pencils, 

pencil case, index cards, 
calculator, crayons, markers, 

scissors, notebooks and ruler.  
Please no liquid glue!  If you 

would like to start packing your 
box(es) now, please contact Rachael and she will get 
them to you.  If you have any questions about what to 
pack in your shoebox, please call Rachael at 618-719-
9702. 

→Want to include “The 
Shoe That Grows” in 
your box?  Please 
contact Rachael with 
the age of the child you 
are packing for.  
Rachael will order the 
shoes on  September 
30.  Shoes are $21 which includes shipping. 
 

 
 
 
 

ATTENTION PARENTS AND 
GRANDPARENTS! 

We miss our KIDS!!!  Our Sunday School 
teachers and Christian 
Education Ministry will 
have Children’s Church 
during the latter part of 
our Outdoor Worship 
Services on September 6 
and October 4!  Children 
will be socially-distanced 
outside with Rachael, 
Helene and our teachers.  
If you have any questions, please contact 
Rachael or Helene.  Hope you can join us!!! 
 
 
 
 

CAN YOU HELP? 

Our Organist Catherine Burge and her husband Paul 
Schorsch are moving to Mascoutah from Greenville and 
could use some help.  Ask her how.  Pr. Hugh 

mailto:rachael.bearth@gmail.com
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A NOTE FROM SHERRI 

As I sit here on the screened in porch in the mountains 
of Georgia, I reflect on the past several months of our 
isolation due to Covid-19.  I took the chance and flew to 
my parents’ home. I had to self-certify by answering 
several questions about being in contact with the virus. I 
was instructed that my mask had to be worn in the 
airport as well as for the duration of the flight. The in-
flight snacks were given in a baggie; a small bottle of 
water and biscotti. We were asked not to disembark until 
the person in the seat in front of us was at least 6 feet 
away. At that point, we could stand up and gather our 
belongings and walk out. We are so used to crowds and 
being crowded and pushing and being exasperated 
because of the wait time.  

I believe the Covid-19 pandemic has given us all a 
sense of slowing down; smell the roses; look out for your 
neighbor; check on your family members; take a breath! 
I believe this is God’s way of telling us all, it’s time to 
slow down and seek His face; seek His will for our lives 
and follow His directions. I pray that all of us will look to 
the One who will sustain us; the One who gave His life 
so that we could live eternally with the Father. 

Sherri Daniel 
Office Administrator 

 
 
 
 

JULY 2020 
Financial $ummary  

General Fund Receipts**             $ 31,574.00 

General Fund Expenses                     $ 29,025.00 

Receipts minus Expenses                    $   2,549.00 

Receipts minus Expenses                    $ 29,328.00 
                        (Year to Date)  

**July 2020 General Fund Receipts total includes 
the final $5,424.82 in Payroll Protection Plan money. 

Cheerful giving comes from a 

Christ-filled heart 

 
 
 
 

WEDDING 

July 25 - Brendan Welch and Catie 
Taylor were married at Ashland (The 
Henry Clay Estate) in Lexington KY.  

May God bless their vows of faithfulness 
and love throughout the years ahead. 

SUMMER ANTHEMS FOR WORSHIP 

WE HAVE BEEN BLESSED  with special music for our 
worship videos by Darryl Stein and Brooke 
Pingsterhaus, Chancel Choir members (virtual), Jeremy 
and Rachael Bearth, Lindsey Jackson (August 2, 9, 16, 
23)  Olivia Aten and Michael Donovan have also 
provided keyboard preludes. 

RECENT SONG LEADERS  have included Dave Meier, 
Beth Miller and Sherri Daniel, Marion Rud, Larry and 
Kathryn Wesselman, Lindsey Jackson and Chris Harris.  
Catherine Burge has been the organist/pianist. 
 
 
 

RACHAEL’S CLASS UPDATES 

Join Rachael and dive into Lysa TerKeurst’s “The Best 
Yes”!  We will read a chapter or two and discuss them in 
class.  We will meet on the patio (please bring a chair if 
you’d like) or in Fellowship Hall.  Our class will be on 
Sunday evenings and Thursday evenings both at 
6:00pm. 

6:00 pm Sundays in September 
 September 13 Discuss chapter 1 & 2 
 20 Discuss chapter 3 
  27 Discuss chapter 4 

6:00 pm Thursdays in September 
 September 17 Discuss chapter 1 & 2 
 24 Discuss chapter 3 
 October 1 Discuss chapter 4 

Please contact Rachael if you’d like a full class 
schedule. 

Read below for more information about the book: 

Are you living with the stress of an overwhelmed 
schedule and aching with the 
sadness of an underwhelmed 
soul? Lysa TerKeurst is learning 
that there is a big difference 
between saying yes to everyone 
and saying yes to God. In “The 
Best Yes” she will help you: 
Cure the disease to please with 
a biblical understanding of the 
command to love. Escape the 
guilt of disappointing others by 
learning the secret of the small 
no. Overcome the agony of hard choices by embracing a 
wisdom based decision-making process. Rise above the 
rush of endless demands and discover your best yes 
today. 

******Please contact Rachael ASAP if you would like a 
book!  It’s ok if you cannot come to each class.  Please 
come when you can!  Not comfortable attending, but 
would like a book?  Contact Rachael!  Please stay tuned 
to the newsletter and Facebook about the upcoming 
class schedule. 
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COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING DINNERS – DEPENDENT ON VOLUNTEERS! 
 
The Serving Others Committee has been providing complete Thanksgiving meals to individuals and families 
in our community for many years.  These meals have been delivered to homes within the area.  Orders are 
solicited through the Mascoutah Food Pantry, the Mascoutah Township offices, the Mascoutah Senior 
Center, the Weekend Meals Program, and the Mascoutah School District. 
 
Given the additional safeguards (restrictions) imposed by the coronavirus  
pandemic, a lot of our normal procedures will need to change. THIS WILL  

REQUIRE MORE VOLUNTEERS THAN NORMAL and there is  concern                                          S 

that there may not be enough volunteers to make this successful.  We  
respect that some persons are not comfortable helping this year but hope others 
will step forward to help. 
 
Below is a list of the required volunteer positions and needs for this to happen: 

1. Taking phone orders: Two volunteers to take phone orders as they come in. The Mascoutah 
Township Office will send a letter to residents informing them of our meal. The letter will contain the 
phone numbers of our volunteers and will instruct families to call these numbers to make delivery 
arrangements.  

2. Calling others. We will be receiving a list of names and phone numbers from the Food Pantry and the 
Senior Center. The volunteers will need to call the families on the list to make delivery arrangements. 
The volunteers can make these calls any time during the day or evening beginning in October. 

3. Drivers: A responsible adult, and if necessary one child, per car. Temperatures will be taken and they 
will be asked if they are Covid symptom-free. Masks and gloves must be worn at all times during the 
delivery. 

4. Meal Preparation: The meal preparation will be done at the church and only the church roasters will be 
used.  Five volunteers will be required in the morning and five in the afternoon.  All turkeys will be 
baked at the church this year. Temperatures will be taken and the volunteers will be asked if they are 
Covid symptom-free. Masks and gloves will be required. 

5. Preparation day: This is on Wednesday. Work will be in two hour shifts. All workers will have their 
temperature taken and be asked if they are Covid symptom free.  Masks and gloves will be required.  
On this day the team will prepare the dressing, place rolls in plastic bags, put cranberry sauce into 
cups, etc.  Please bring your own snacks and beverages.  These may not be shared and may not be 
stored inside the building. 

6. Pie Bakers: All pie bakers must have their temperature taken and verify that they are 
 Covid symptom-free when the pies are delivered.  This year the only pies allowed are 
 Apple, Cherry, and Pumpkin. No nuts are allowed in any pie, and no whipped cream  
 or Cool Whip toppings are allowed. 

7. Monetary Donation$$: Donations are always appreciated.  Please mail these to the church (P.O. Box 
153, Mascoutah IL  62258-0153)  payable to the St. John Thanksgiving Dinner. 

 
PLEASE LET US KNOW IF YOU ARE WILLING TO HELP!  If there are any questions or to SIGN UP, 
please feel free to contact any member of the Serving Others Committee listed below or call Charlotte 
Schifferdecker at 618 / 741.2577.  You may also attend our next meeting on September 15th at 7:00 pm on 
the church patio.  During that meeting on the 15th, a go / no go decision will be made on this year’s meal.  
This will be based on volunteer availability, safety and health, and adequate food supply. 

 
Serving Others Committee: 

Dreaux Barnes    Cindy Layman    Becky Riester      
Charlotte Schifferdecker    Jody Schuff    Jeanette Zinck 
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DEATHS 

Laurene L. Riggs, 92 passed away 
August 4 at Westminster Assisted 
Living in Clarksville IN. She was the 
wife of the late Rev. John C. Riggs, 
who was the Pastor of St. John 
Church from 1959-1972. A private 
funeral service was held at 
Evangelical UCC in Highland IL. 

Fern M. Moehle, 94, mother of Kathy (Larry) 
Wesselman, grandmother of Rachel (Andy) Mosbarger 
and Berta Dillard, great grandmother of James Hobbs; 
sister of Charlene Underwood, passed away Sunday, 
August 16th in Nashville, IL.  A private funeral service 
was held at St. Paul UCC in Nashville on Wednesday, 
August 19th with Pastor Bev Kahle officiating. 

Benjamin Rasch, 79, passed away Saturday, August 22 
at St. Elizabeth’s Hospital.  He was a member of St. 
John Church.  His survivors include his wife Carol, 
daughter Tammi, son Todd, son Bret (Susan) Rasch, 9 
grandchildren including Brittany (Nico) Joniaux, Bret Jr 
(Megan) Rasch, Kyle (Alysha) Rasch, 13 great-
grandchildren, nephew Kirk (Kim) Graul, and sister in 
law Nancy (David) Wambold.  Carol’s pastor from Union 
UMC officiated on Wednesday, August 26th. 
 
 
 

BAPTISM 

August 2 – Adelaide Rose Suomela, 
daughter of Gary and Amanda 
(Tiedemann) Suomela; granddaughter 
of David and Lisa Tiedemann.   

May the Spirit nurture her faith through 
the faithful ministry of her parents, 
godparents and our entire St. John 
Church family. 
 
 
 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

The church building is closed during the pandemic.  
Often the staff works remotely.  If you need access to 
the church for dropping off items, equipment, etc. call the 

office at 618 / 566.7311 or call 
Pastor or Rachael directly. 

OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR SHERRI 
DANIEL  now works Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday from 9:00 
am to 2:00 pm (call the church to be 
let in and please wear a mask). 

ANY ACTIVITIES  in the building require scheduling 
arrangements.  For the sanctuary, contact Pastor Hugh.  
For all other areas, contact Sherri. 

MASCOUTAH FOOD PANTRY 
NEEDS FOR SEPTEMBER 

Brown Sugar, Canned Milk, Sugar, 
Hot Chocolate, Graham Crackers,  
Cooking Oil, Mandarin Oranges,  
Laundry Soap, Dish Soap 

Thank you for your kindness and generosity. 

DROP ITEMS OFF AT THE FOOD 
PANTRY  Tuesdays or Saturdays. 10 am-
12  pm [for now, not at church] 

 
 
 
 

THE SCHNUCKS COMMUNITY CARD 
ANOTHER WAY TO HELP 

Concerned Christians Food Pantry is now an option for 
Schnucks Community Card. We will receive up to 3% of 
your purchase amount. 

• Visit Schnucks and request a Community Card 

• Register your card at www.escrip.com/schnucks 

• Present your card to the cashier when you shop 
at Schnucks or 

• Call 618-566-4610 to receive a card by mail. 
Registration will be done over the telephone 

The more you shop, the more we earn! 
 
 
 
 

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP 

Watch your mailbox for 
September activities from 
Rachael!  Questions or 
suggestions?  Please 
contact her! 

 
 
 
 

MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP 
STARTS SEPTEMBER 2! 

Tentatively, we plan to meet each Wednesday in 
Fellowship Hall or 
outside, from 6:00-
6:30.  We’ll have fun 
and faith!  This is 
open to all 6th, 7th and 
8th graders!  Contact 
Rachael if you have 
any questions! 

http://www.escrip.com/schnucks
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TAKE TIME FOR WORSHIP --  VIDEOS PROVIDED WEEKLY 

REOPENING THE CHURCH BUILDING FOR 
WORSHIP  would be very limited and complex requiring 
masks, no singing, social distancing, disinfecting, 
restrictions on exit and entrance, and communion as well 
as being risky for many of our members.  WE MISS 
GETTING TOGETHER  as a church family, but… 

LET’S KEEP REACHING  OUT TO OTHERS  by phone, 
video conference, cards, etc. and to meet any needs.  
No one should be kept isolated!  As a church family, we 
need to be here for each other and for those near us.   

PLEASE TAKE TIME 
FOR WORSHIP USING 
THE WEEKLY VIDEOS  
edited by Maddie 
Donovan and now 
including hymns, 
children’s message, 
church bells, anthem, as 
well as the Word and 
Prayer. 

WORSHIP VIDEOS ARE POSTED ON 
THREE SITES— 
1. our church website     www.saintjohnucc.org  
2. our church Facebook page 
 https://www.facebook.com/StJohnUCCMascoutah/ 
3. our church’s YouTube channel   www.youtube 
 (search for St. John UCC Mascoutah) 

PLEASE CONTINUE TO STAY SAFE  as you maintain 
social (physical) distance (including not having family or 
friends together) and use face coverings.   Any of us 
could be carrying the virus!  Continue to sanitize and 
wash hands, and wipe down surfaces. 
 
 
 
 

PRAYER LIST  /  PRAYER CHAIN 

For critical situations, our Prayer Chain is devoted to 
immediate and specific prayer.  Our regular prayer list 
includes those for whom prayer has been requested 
(usually incorporated into our Sunday Prayer of the 
Church / Intercessions). Just call the church office and 
we’ll get the word out. 

 
 

ST. JOHN OVER 80’S BIRTHDAY CLUB (SEPTEMBER) 

September 6 Warren Klingel 91 years 134 W. Main Street 
 12 Vernon Andres 96 years 649 Legacy Place #103 
 13 Dorothy Schrempp 94 years 1227 Winding Oaks Lane 
 14 Paul Knipp 84 years 201 S. 10th Street 
 17 Jeanette Zinck 84 years 511 N. Lebanon Street 
 20 Rose Stein 81 years 6441 State Rt 4 
 29 Dorothy Maschal 83 years 915 W Madison St 
 

SPECIAL KNOWN WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES (SEPTEMBER) 

September 1 Louis and Nancy Schubert 42 years 
 3 Nancy and David Wambold 25 years 
 4 Roger and Susann Gramm 44 years 
 8 Rod and Becky Cook 42 years 
 9 David and Diane Eidman 25 years 
 9 Bret and Susan Rasch 37 years 
 13 Bob and Kathryn Ganschinietz 68 years 
 13 Darryl and Elizabeth Seering 34 years 
 14 Cheryl and Timothy Barrett 29 years 
 18 Carol and Russ Wilhelm 27 years 
 18 Ralph and Debra Renth 44 years 
 22 Allen and Rose Stein 63 years 
 23 Paul and Carrie Knipp 63 years 
 23 Lawrence and Cheryl Rasch 31 years 
 30 Gene and Cathy Engelman 32 years 
 30 Rob and Lori Welch 31 years 
 
(Are we missing your birthday or anniversary from this listing?  We publish birthdays of 80 and over and wedding 
anniversaries of 20 years or more.  Please let the church office know so we can update our records.  Thank you! 

http://www.saintjohnucc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/StJohnUCCMascoutah/
http://www.youtube/
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SICK AND/OR HOSPITALIZED 

Those who are ill appreciate your prayers.  If you have opportunity to visit (being sensitive to the 
specific situation) those who are hospitalized, it will help them feel that they are part of our caring 
church family.  We are signs of God’s presence and peace in Christ for one another. 

Below is our current prayer list. Many of these were hospitalized, injured, or reported ill and we pray 
for God’s comfort, strength, and healing for all:The Covid-19 pandemic and all affected; Pastor Bill Causer, Dorothy 

Larson, Donald Schmeiderer, Rita Skimehorn,  Bob Zerkle, Allen Stein,  Sarah Herndon, Carrie Knipp, Gladys Berkemeier, Susan Walkup, 
John Long, Rich Dawson, Mary Ann Krummrich, Barbara Hill, Kari Rhoderick, Bruce Owen, Christy Suemnicht, Carla Weiss, Shorty Groff, 
Dorothy Renth, Elsie Kebel, Florence Wagner, Christine Braunseis, Kent Snyder, Douglas Habbe, Shelly Rehkemper, Tim and Sandy 

Ritter, Kris Fricke, Myron Potthast, Grayson Roemer, Rich Joellenbeck, Joann Manning, Jean Ann Manning, Stan Mehosky, Ivan Mehosky, Ryan, Zach Matthews, 
Michael Daugherty, Rick Pullen, Mark Wachtel, Debbie Woodrum, Everett Laird, Sharon Fournie, Judy Kautz, Charlie Knoth, Rylie McLeod, Fred Davis, Linda 
Shofner, Alexandra Green, Skye and Savannah Baker, Helen Friederich, Maren Poettker, Adam Shofner, Barbara Emig, Mark Wilhelm, Tiffany Sherman, Cindy 
Cahill, Camryn Belcher, Patricia Voss, Carol Seal, John Venarsky, Ray Carr, Diana Walker, Courtney Bergheger, Julia Burgard, Hudson and Mason, Molly Taylor, 
David Endsley, Jordan Knipp, Sunny Comer, Lou Schubert, Robert Schlecht, Kelle Schmidtke, Chris Sauerhage, Chuck Ridge, Mary Richter, Debbie Hoercher, Brent 
and Liz Tinsley, Rosemary Cooper, Rita Wilhelm, Alivia, Matthew Riester,  Jerry Caliper, Alice Bushue, Doris Sailer, Larry Bell, Gary Vielweber, Kent Barber, Andrew 
Seitz, Jackson Cruthis, Sandy Bloos, Pat Bleisch, Peyton, Nora and Owen Larson, Sharon Fournie, Kyle Kolander, Danette Barttelbort, Carmelita Sensel, Brian Moll, 
Wanda Sigman, Matthew, Brian Dawson, Lonnie Ostrom, Ann Graul, Lisa Fredrick, Randy Clover, Jaclyn Danner, Dan Wombacher, Linda Eckerman,  Alan 
Snowden, Crystal Huber, Chris Cagle, Greg Weber, Joshua, David Long, congregations with conflict or pastoral vacancies, Heather Ploesser, Michelle Detering, 
Margaret Oltmann, Barbara Farrero, Andy Kuehn, Steve Jolly, Nursing Home/Homebound, those seeking employment, caregivers. 

 
 

In addition, the following persons are in nursing care/retirement/assisted living center facilities.  St. John Family – 
visit these folks as you are able, pray for them, and assist them and their families as you can.  If you have an hour or two, 
why not visit them – they appreciate the visits. 

Assisted Living Centers: 

Assisted Living at Silver Creek, 1227 Winding Oaks Lane, 
Mascoutah– Dorothy Schrempp, Betty Long, Dorothy Larson 

Morningside of Shiloh - Room 202, 1201 Hartman Lane, Shiloh IL 
62221–Betty Wager 

Oak Hill, 623 Hamacher St. # 210, Waterloo IL  62298—Janet 
Heberer 

Cedarhurst of Shiloh, 429 S. Main Street, Shiloh IL  62269 – Terry 
Kissel 

Brightly Assisted Living, 649 Legacy Place Mascoutah – Vernon 
Andres, # 103; Laverne Bischoff, # 12; Eunice Wahl, # 122;  
Keith and Donna Grodeon #29 (independent living); Charlene 
Underwood 

Nursing Homes and Rehab 
Centers 

Marka Nursing Home, 201 S. 10th Street – Paul Knipp, Esther 
Grodeon, Allen Stein 

Aperion Care Center, 901 N. 10th Street – June Riess 

Cedar Ridge of Lebanon, 1 Perryman Street, Lebanon 62254 – Elsie 
Kebel 

 

 

Homebound Persons 

Some of these folks get out and to church on occasion but are 
limited.  Please keep in touch with them. 

Barbara Emig 

Bob and Kathryn Ganschinietz 

Barbara and Maurice (now living in Michigan) 

Warren and Bobbie Klingel 

Mary Ann Krummrich 

Marilyn Lamb 

Bruce Owen 

Peg Ratliff 

Mary Richter 

Judy Watschinger 

Ruby and Loraine Yarber 

Clarence Vogel 

Jeanette Zinck 

IF THERE ARE OTHERS, please let the church office 
and Pastor know – our goal is to resume providing a 
DVD of the Sunday services and visits with Communion. 
Meanwhile, if possible, steer them to the website and 
Facebook for a weekly video of worship (Service of the 
Word and Prayer). 

 
 
 
 
 

SCHEDULE FOR MEALS ON WHEELS 

September 3   East- West-Linda Juenger                        Third-Dot Maschal 
  10 East-Jack Klopmeyer                  West-Charlotte Schifferdecker  Third-Treva Carr/Rhuann Caliper 
  17 East-Tom & Cathy Klingelhoefer  West-Dan Dietz                  Third- 
   24 East-Treva Carr / Rhuann Caliper              West-Sue Wagner              Third-/Rosie Taylor / Sue Nichols 


