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A NOTE FROM PASTOR HUGH 
 
 

WHAT REALLY MATTERS?? 
 
 
Dear St. John Church family and friends: 
 
HOW WE ANSWER THE QUESTION “WHAT REALLY MATTERS?”  will define and order ALL aspects of our 
life.  It will reflect our “worldview” and shape our priorities.  It will be about living in God’s covenant of mercy and 
forgiveness as we believe in Jesus Christ or it will be about the frustration of trying to earn  
God’s favor.  It will either be of God or it will marginalize, ignore or even defy the Lord.  It will 
aim (imperfectly) to reflect the loving ways of God or it will be self-centered and self-serving. 
 
AS EASTER PEOPLE, WE ARE EVEN MORE SPECIFIC.  With the Apostle St. Paul we pro- 
claim that WHAT REALLY MATTERS (“of first importance”) is that we “hold firmly to the  
message…that Christ died for our sins…and that he was raised on the third day in 
accordance with the scriptures.”  [1 Corinthian 15: 3-4]   There were already some in the 
New Testament times who had lost their focus about which the Word says, “And if Christ  
has not been raised, then our preaching is useless and your faith is in vain.“ [1 Corinthians 15:14]  The Easter 
message is the essential heart of our Christian faith.  This is what really matters! 
 
BE AWARE THAT THERE IS A MOVEMENT among mainline churches that reduces the resurrection to nothing 
more than an idea, a symbol of overcoming the division, injustice, racism, and oppression in our society and 
world (noble goals but meaningless without Christ’s actual resurrection and his victory over the power of sin and 
death). We need to be leery of any worship and preaching that fails to mention or that minimizes the reality of 
the resurrection.  Be cautious and wary of any program or theology that fails to proclaim Christ crucified for our 
sins and raised from death.  Be skeptical about anything that claims to bring you peace, affirmation, joy, meaning 
if it isn’t about the Risen Lord. 
 
AS WE HOLD FIRMLY TO THE RISEN CHRIST we will find the assurance of our heavenly Father’s covenant 
with us, its promises and blessings – eternal life in God’s presence, new and abundant life even now, the power 
of his unconditional love to fill empty hearts and overflow in bringing lasting joy and much blessing to others, the 
one thing that matters even as we face frailty and death. When everything else is gone, this remains. 
 

HAVE A BLESSED EASTER LIFE.  Please consider joining in the weekly in-person 
(with safeguards and restrictions) worship that began Palm Sunday (March 28), 
continues on Easter Sunday (April 4) and the 7 Sundays of Easter (April 11-May 16).  
Details are on page 3 of this newsletter.  This is WHAT REALLY MATTERS! 
 
HAPPY EASTER!  Chocolate bunnies and Easter baskets are sweet, but the Risen Lord 
is even sweeter! 
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SUNDAY PREACHING AND WORSHIP THEMES    APRIL  2021 

 
 

APRIL 4  COVENANT PROMISE – AN ETERNAL COVENANT 

EASTER DAY   [Hebrews 13: 8, 20-21] 
  The time of preparation (Lent) is over and the time of celebration (Easter) has 

come!  The One who shed his blood at the cross to seal the covenant of the 
LORD with his people is risen and triumphant.  And we, the people of that 
ETERNAL COVENANT, share the victory of Jesus, show forth the new life we 
have in Christ, and live in the power of an unchanging certain hope by his 
resurrection. 

  HOLY COMMUNION 
 
 

CHRIST RISEN— 
THE UNCHANGING “WORD OF LIFE” 
A Worship/Preaching Series based on 1 John 

 

APRIL 11  THE SACRIFICE OF ATONEMENT  

EASTER 2   [1 John 1: 1 - 2: 2] 

  What, if anything, actually happened when Jesus became a “sacrifice of 
atonement”? Some see it only as a symbol and example of self-sacrifice, of love 
that defied the powers of injustice and evil.  But Scripture speaks of “atonement” 
whereby, through the sacrifice of Jesus (by his “cleansing blood”), God has 
reconciled us to himself and restored wholeness within us, and provided eternal 
life.  This Good News did not come from us, but was revealed to us so that we 
can testify to and share the forgiveness and power of the Risen Christ. 

 
 

APRIL 18  CHILDREN OF GOD 
EASTER 3    [1 John 3: 1-7] 
  What love the Father has given us that, even now, we are called and considered 

the children of God, intimately connected with the eternal One.  That is our 
identity and that is also our future hope.  In that hope, we are purified as our sins 
are taken away and we, who “abide in him” are not considered to be sinning.  
What a unique paradox!  Explore this truth as we gather for worship. 

  HOLY COMMUNION  
 
 

APRIL 25  LOVE DEFINED (BY THE GOOD SHEPHERD) 
EASTER 4    [1 John 3: 16-24] 
  On this Sunday, traditionally observed as GOOD SHEPHERD SUNDAY, we 

hear again that this Shepherd (Jesus) lays down his life for the sheep.  And I 
John reminds us that love is exactly that – that we lay down our lives as he laid 
down his life for us, that this love makes its home within and among us, that this 
love aims to live God’s way, in his commandments as they define love. 

 
 

Communion will be celebrated in homes with the worship videos on APRIL 4 
and 18.  You will need to have ready the elements of bread (unleavened or 
regular bread) and wine (or grape juice—make sure it is actually grape juice 
and not a juice drink with grape flavors—the Scriptures call for the “fruit of the 
vine.”) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REVISED COMMON LECTIONARY 
READINGS  (ADAPTED) 

 
Acts 4: 32-35 

Psalm 133 
I John 1:1 – 2: 2 
John 20: 19-31 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Acts 3: 12-19 
Psalm 4 

I John 3: 1-7 
Luke 24: 36-48 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Acts 4: 5-12 
Psalm 23 

1 John 3: 16-24 
John 10: 11-18 

 
 
 

WHY NOT READ ALL OF 
THE LECTIONARY 
READINGS  provided to 
enrich your Sunday worship. 
The message each Sunday 
is usually based on one or 
another of these assigned 
reading.
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PLEASE REMIND OTHERS TO JOIN US FOR BRIEF WORSHIP 

SUNDAYS  8:00 am or 10:30 am 
MARCH 28 through MAY 2 

 Please attend only if you are comfortable doing so, are not ill, and have no covid-19 symptoms or 
recent exposure! 

 Please ENTER only by the TOWER ENTRANCE or the ELEVATOR ENTRANCE.  The elevator is limited 
to one family cluster at a time.    EXIT will only be by the WEST DOORS or by the ELEVATOR . 

 DISINFECTION (handrails, doorknobs, etc.) will be ongoing.  The entire sanctuary (pews and 
equipment) will be disinfected between services using new fogging equipment. 

 Wear MASKS properly (including covering the nose) and keep SOCIALLY DISTANCED while in the 
building.  No gathering inside the building. 

 THOSE WITH COMPLETED VACCINES  are asked to sit together in the FRONT LEFT SECTION of the 
sanctuary.  Please help us accommodate more worshippers in this way.  See the top of page 4. 

 USHERS WILL SEAT OTHERS  in “family clusters” to maintain 6 foot minimum distance. 

 SEATING IS LIMITED by first-come, first-serve.  For contact tracing (if needed), ushers will use a 
directory to check off attendees.  There will now be limited overflow seating in the balcony. 

 CHILDREN’S MESSAGE (distanced) will be provided at both services and CHILDREN’S CHURCH at 
both services, so PLEASE BRING YOUR FAMILIES!  Sunday School has not yet resumed. 

 Use of BATHROOMS is strongly discouraged (only those near the Gathering Area will be available).  
Drinking fountains will not be available. 

 All will be DISMISSED PEW BY PEW BY THE USHERS.  Please take bulletins with you.  Receptacles 
for disposal of communion ware will be available.  

 Much as we would enjoy it, please do NOT GATHER IN THE BUILDING for conversation.  Take care 
in your gathering in the parking lot or on the sidewalk. 

 There will be BASKETS OR PLATES AT THE DOOR FOR YOUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS. 

 Our services will be shorter and simpler.  WE WILL SING a hymn or two.  We will have additional 
pre-service music as we gather quietly.  Special music will enrich our worship.   

 COMMUNION will be celebrated with covid-19 safeguards. 

 WORSHIP VIDEOS OF WEEKLY WORSHIP SERVICE WILL CONTINUE TO BE PROVIDED online 
through April. 
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TWO+2 

MANY HAVE ALREADY RECEIVED THEIR TWO VACCINE IMMUNIZATIONS.   If you have 
received them and 2 WEEKS have passed, you should feel comfortable as we gather for in-
person worship in the sanctuary. 

BUT PLEASE SIT IN THE FRONT LEFT SECTION OF THE CHURCH  (nearest the pulpit)  
where there will be no social distancing, but masks will still be required.  This will allow more 
persons to come to the services. 

 
 
 
 

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Complete virtual worship services will be posted online 

for all Sundays through Easter Day 

See guidelines on page 3 for in-person services. 

MARCH 28 PALM SUNDAY WORSHIP IN PERSON 8:00 and 10:30 am 
   30 minute simplified services. Covid-19 guidelines will be followed. 

APRIL 1 MAUNDY THURSDAY    NO WORSHIP SERVICE THIS YEAR 

APRIL 2 GOOD FRIDAY  COMMUNITY WAY OF THE CROSS 12:00 pm 
    Led by Ministerial Association members along Church Street 
    beginning at St. John, this service of Scripture, prayer, hymns 
    commemorates the events of Good Friday.  It includes a large 
    cross and ends at the pocket park opposite Regions Bank 
    on Main Street. This is OUR Good Friday worship service. 
    Face coverings and social distancing are required. 

    The CHORAL TENEBRAE from 2018 will be posted on the church website 

APRIL 4 EASTER DAY          SUNRISE SERVICE (OUTDOOR) 7:00 am 
    This brief service will include Communion.  It will be outdoors only, 
    weather permitting, gathering around the crosses near Church Street 
    Covid-19 guidelines will be followed for this service 

   WORSHIP IN PERSON 8:00 and 10:30 am 
    45 minute simplified services. Covid-19 guidelines will be followed. 
    Communion will be incorporated into each service. 

IN PERSON WORSHIP CONTINUES  
through May 2nd (8:00 and 10:30 am) with 
Communion available on April 18th and 
May 2nd. 

St. John’s Worship Ministry will continue 
to evaluate in-person worship past May 
2.  Watch Facebook and Church Website 
for all updates.  Vaccinations and 
coronavirus positivity rates will help 
determine how we will gather for worship. 
 

                     

 
 
 
 

PRAYER LIST  /  PRAYER CHAIN 

For critical situations, our Prayer Chain is devoted to 
immediate and specific prayer.  Our regular prayer list 
includes those for whom prayer has been requested 
(usually incorporated into our Sunday Prayer of the Church 
/ Intercessions). Just call the church office and we’ll get the 
word out.  Prayer requests can also be kept confidential 
(no name provided). 
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SCAM WATCH--BEWARE 

HERE ARE THE COMMON ONES  that are around these 
days— 

• the TECH SUPPORT scam on your computer.  A pop-
up appears claiming to be from Microsoft, Apple, 
Google, or someone, and says “call this number.”  Do 
not call the number or click on the pop-up.  Keep your 
anti-virus updated. 

• the PHISHING scam on your computer, fax, text, or 
phone.  Watch out for what appear to be reputable 
companies (like your own bank or UPS or FedEx!).  If 
anyone wants personal information or asks to open a 
link or document, this may unleash malware or trick 
you into giving personal information.  There are even 
scams involving what appear to be real websites, 
which are phony!  Most companies will not contact 
you by email or phone, even if your account has an 
issue. 

• the IRS / SOCIAL SECURITY / MEDICARE scam that 
suggests that you owe money that must be paid 
immediately (usually with prepaid credit cards or 
transfers!)  Hang up on these calls.  With the IRS, use 
your PIN with your tax return and file as soon as 
possible to avoid scammers from filing fraudulent 
returns on your behalf. 

• the REFUND or INHERITANCE scam that offers you 
large amounts IF you send in a small payment (often 
only $500 or $1000).  There is no refund or 
inheritance, so you are out the amount you provide. 

• the GRANDCHILD scam by which someone poses on 
the phone as a grandchild, may even have some 
personal information and claims to be stranded, in jail, 
or similar plight, asking for money to be wired.  Before 
doing anything, contact your grandchild (or their 
parents) because this is fraud.  We have had St. John 
members fall for this one in the past. 

 
 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, they are a new creation; 
old things have passed away; behold, all things have 
become new.   2 Corinthians 5:17 
 
 
 

GET IN TOUCH WITH PASTOR HUGH 

EVEN DURING THE CURRENT CRISIS, YOU ARE 
WELCOME TO CALL OR TEXT ME DIRECTLY  using 
my cell phone ( 618 / 566.2480)  We will honor the CDC 
guidelines. 

HOWEVER, UNLESS THERE IS AN URGENT 
PASTORAL NEED, please avoid those texts or calls 
between 8:00 pm and 8:00 am. 

If there is a death, injury, crisis, or emergency, do not 
hesitate to contact me 24/7.  I am here for you as your 
pastor and friend.     Pr. Hugh 

CHRISTIAN RADIO 

During these ongoing difficult times, when some are 
staying at home, Christian radio can be a real 
encouragement in addition to the videos from St. John or 
other churches.  

These radio stations vary by content, musical style, and 
format.  Some feature national broadcast preachers, 
others local, some traditional hymns, some Gospel music, 
some contemporary praise and worship. 

FM 89.7 KQRC  

 91.5 KSIV  Bott Broadcasting 

  99.1 KLJY  Contemporary Christian 

  95.5 Boost Radio 

AM  630 KYFI  Bible Broadcasting 

  850 KFUO Lutheran 

 1320 KSIV  Bott Broadcasting 

YouTube is another place to find a wonderful variety of 
Christian music and worship.  Use the search to locate 
specific preferences (e.g. Gospel songs, services, etc.) 

CONTEMPORARY CHRISTIAN MUSIC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ARE YOU FURLOUGHED OR LAID OFF? 
DESIGNATED GIFTS FOR 

ASSISTING PEOPLE IN NEED 

THE “HELPING HANDS” FUND is the discretionary 
account administered (confidentially) by Pr. Hugh and is 
used solely for emergency needs of St. John members. 

THE LOCAL BENEVOLENT FUND  is 
for major financial needs of individuals 
in the community and is screened by 
representatives of our Community and 
Social Ministry.  Assistance is also 
provided confidentially. 

WE SUPPORT CONCERNED CHRISTIANS, INC  which 
also provides emergency aid to those living within the 
Mascoutah School District (and operates the Food 
Pantry).  Requests for help are carefully screened. 

NOTE:  ARE YOU OR SOMEONE YOU IN NEED  of 
financial help?  We have a family in our church that 
would like to assist an elderly person with their bills or 
to pay for their necessities (this will be confidential).  
Please contact Sherri, Office Administrator at St. John 
at 618 566 7311. 

http://www.joyfmonline.org/
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CAN YOU HELP? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 LIFE GOT YOU UPSET?  LOST YOUR JOB?  

LOST A LOVED ONE? 

JESUS GIVES PEACE, STRENGTH AND JOY!  

YOUR PASTOR IS HERE TO HELP and 

 HEARTS IN SERVICE  

 VOLUNTEERS 

ARE ALSO READY TO ENCOURAGE YOU 

LET PASTOR HUGH  or  SABIA HINKLE KNOW! 

(CONFIDENTIAL IF REQUESTED) 

 
 

HEARTS IN SERVICE 

MINISTRY VOLUNTEERS  
ARE HERE FOR YOU 

We have not been meeting due to Covid-19, but we 
continue contacting members with cards, calls, texts, etc.  
Activity provided to me via text, phone, and email for 
February is as follows: 

• Cards sent:  71 

• Phone contacts:  30  

• Texts:  22 

• Emails:  7 

• Home visits:  3 “social distancing” 

• Meals:  1 & homemade bread 

We wish everyone a Happy 

and Blessed Easter. 

Blessings, 

Sabia Hinkle, Director 

 
 

CALENDAR and THOSE SERVING 

THE CALENDAR AND THE SCHEDULE FOR 
THOSE SERVING IN WORSHIP IS NOT BEING 
INCLUDED IN THIS NEWSLETTER   because we are 
not sure which, if any, of the church events will 
happen.  We are including the schedule for Meals on 
Wheels. 

ATTENTION: 

CREATIVE 

TECHNO-NERDS! 

ST. JOHN WANTS TO UPGRADE potentially to include 
LIVE-STREAMING as well as recording our worship 
services.  We need individuals with skills and willingness 
to help us do so, including providing recommendations for 
additional equipment (remote cameras, control and 
interface, computer software, etc.) 

UNTIL NOW we have prerecorded video clips which 
Maddie Donovan has edited, including the important 
words for Scripture, liturgy, songs and hymns. 

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED  please let Pr. Hugh know 
a.s.a.p. Text him at 618 566 2480 or leave a message at 
the church office 618 566 7311 or an email 
pastor.hugh@saintjohnucc.org.   If you know others who 
would enjoy getting involved, please let them know.  We 
are anxious to get started! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BECAUSE WE CARE… 

EVEN WITH GRADUAL IMPROVE- 
MENT in the statistics for the corona- 
virus, we need to continue to look out 
for one another, regardless of our 
personal discomfort, opinion, and incon- 
venience.  Grounded in God’s selfless love 
we can show that love as we: 

• navigate the system (and help others online) to 
get our VACCINE.  Vaccines appear to be both 
safe and effective; 

• follow safeguards of FACE COVERINGS and 
social DISTANCING to avoid spreading the 
covid-19 virus; 

Let’s do our part.  Instead of grumbling about these 
intrusions into “my rights” and “my freedom, we will 
seek the good of others and of our community. 

mailto:pastor.hugh@saintjohnucc.org
http://www.christart.com/clipart/download/1297/
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FROM THE PRESIDENT'S TABLE 
FROM MY KITCHEN TABLE 

Today is cold and rainy, but soon - and very soon we will 
have sunshine! Spring flowers are popping up. Some, we 
feel, way too soon.  Are you making plans for your garden 
and revising the flower beds? 
 
 
 
 

The promise of God's everlasting love always comes with 
the new growth outside, trees budding, birds singing, 
children playing. We have His promise everyday, we just 
need to look and listen.  He is there! 

The first four days of April are very powerful and touching 
to all of us.  Our faith grows stronger every time we read 
the books of Matthew and Mark, and walk the same steps 
that Jesus walked!  These passages help us to remember 
His life and to pledge our lives to His work.  He is always 
there to guide us and make each day a spring! 

Isaiah 58:11  And the Lord will guide you continually, and 
satisfy you with all good things, and keep you healthy too; 
and you will be like a well-watered garden, like an ever-
flowing spring. 

Always with his Blessing, 

Beth Miller  President 

 
 
 
 
 

CHURCH BUILDING ACCESS 

THE LOBBY AT THE ELEVATOR ENTRANCE WILL BE 
OPEN (without elevator access) Monday through Friday 
from 9:00am – 8:00pm 

▪ Here you can pick up 
devotion booklets, meeting 
materials, etc. 

▪ Here you can drop off items 
for mission projects, etc. 

Use of our church building 
continues to be limited during the 
pandemic.  Often the staff works remotely.  If you need 
access to the church for dropping off items, equipment, 
etc. call the office at 618 / 566.7311 or call Pastor or 
Rachael directly. 

OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR SHERRI DANIEL now works 
Monday through Friday from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm (call the 
church to be let in and please wear a mask). 
ANY ACTIVITIES in the building require scheduling 
arrangements and following restrictions and guidelines.  
For the sanctuary, contact Pastor Hugh.  For all other 
areas, contact Sherri. 

UPDATE FROM YOUR 
STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY 

It looks like we are approaching the end of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  This means that we may be 
able to have in house worship and to see our friends 
face to face.  Many of us have had our vaccine and 
soon everyone should be able to get one so we can 
look forward to getting out more and to interact face 
to face with our friends.   

Our General Funds receipts for February are $30,747 
and our disbursements are $30,760 for a deficit of 
$13.00.  This is a big improvement over for January.  
Our year to date total is $56,694 in receipts and 
$72,727 in disbursements for a deficit of $16,033.  
This is an improvement over last year; however, we 
still need to make up for this deficit during the 
remaining months in the year. 

By now many of you will have received the latest 
stimulus check.  Hopefully this will be helpful in 
making ends meet.  During this pandemic, we are 
extremely grateful to the members who continue to 
make their contributions to the Church.  With the 
proceeds from the stimulus check, please consider 
sending an additional contribution, or to donate to a 
charity that has a greater need than before the 
pandemic.  Let us be aware of the blessings we have 
received when making our contributions.  

Again, we urge you to consider enrolling in automatic 
giving program.  This will make it easier to make your 
contributions. This program is easily accessible 
through the St. John website, 
https://www.saintjohnucc.org/.   

Kent Schroeder 
Treasurer & Director, Stewardship Ministry 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
---------------return to the church office---------------------- 

SAVE PAPER AND POSTAGE 
GET YOUR NEWSLETTER ONLINE 

Save postage and paper by getting your newsletter online 
(email link) in a beautiful color format!  Please provide the 
church office your email address (not shared) 

NAME:  ______________________________________ 

EMAIL ADDRESS:  ________________________ 

https://www.saintjohnucc.org/
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NOTES FROM WORSHIP MINISTRY 

Greetings from Worship Ministry.  
As I’m sure you are aware by now, 
plans have been made for Holy 
Week and Easter services.  The 
details of these services can be 
found elsewhere in the newsletter as well as 
on our website and Facebook page.  We truly hope you 
will join us if possible and if you are comfortable doing so. 

Moving forward, we are planning to have the current basic 
shortened service through the month of April.  Online 
virtual services will still be provided.  The next meeting of 
our Ministry is scheduled for April 20 where we will again 
evaluate how things are going.  We are in hopes that the 
state guidelines will be lessened allowing us to eventually 
get back to what we remember as being “normal.”  Believe 
me, that is our goal.  We just want to do it safely. 

We have decided to add a separate Confirmation service 
at 12 pm on May 2.  There will still be 8:00 and 10:30 
services.  This will hopefully alleviate crowding especially 
at the 10:30 service if social distancing is still a concern.  
We want family members to be able to attend their child’s 
Confirmation without worrying about seating. 

In the meantime, we are urgently (desperately?) in need 
of volunteers for making our worship services run 
smoothly.  Areas where help is needed are Power Point, 
Sound, Videographer, Bell Ringers, Ushers, and 
Liturgists.   Instructions for Power Point and Sound will 
certainly be provided.  Again, the more people who 
volunteer, the fewer times one will be scheduled.  If you 
can help, please call the church office (566-7311) or 
myself (566-7814).  We will try our best to work around 
your schedules.   

If you have suggestions or concerns, please give me a 
call (618-566-7814).  Your input is very helpful.   

“…but those who hope in the Lord will renew their 
strength.  They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run 
and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.”   
Isaiah 40:31 

Blessings, 

Karen Harris, Director 

 
 

ANTHEMS FOR WORSHIP  (MARCH) 

WE HAVE BEEN BLESSED  with special music for our 
worship by Andy Renth and Catherine Burge (Trumpet 
with Piano); Dalanee Materkowski, Rachael Bearth, 
OTHS Treble Choir (Jodi Jones, Director), Jubilee 
Ringers (Jodi Jones, Director). 

RECENT SONG LEADERS  have included Larry and 
Kathryn Wesselman, Darryl and Helene Seibert, Dave 
Meier, Suzy Friederich, Maddie Donovan, Kent and 
Jeanette Schroeder, Marion Rud, Nancy Groff. Catherine 
Burge has been the organist/pianist. 

IMPORTANT—YOUR HELP IS NEEDED 

As we gradually return to in-person worship, we will need 
volunteers, especially at the 10:30 am services.  Death, 
aging, and other concerns have taken some of our willing 
volunteers from us.  So, younger folks need to step up!  

The more persons sign up, the less often you need to 
serve and if you are scheduled but are unable, you just 
contact another person on the list and trade. 

Please consider the following opportunities  

------------return to the church office-------------------- 

 USHERS  welcome worshippers, distribute printed 
bulletins, gather offerings (when we resume that), 
distribute communion, take attendance, and do a little 
clean up.  Dave Tiedemann would like to hear from 
you. (618 / 910.0152). 

 BELL RINGERS  ring the church bells to call us to 
worship  Contact Andy Renth if you can serve (618 / 
402.2520) 

 SOUND TECHNICIANS  operate the sound board.  
Training is provided.  Phil Krieg has been the 
coordinator.  He welcomes new volunteers  (618 / 
791.6563) 

 POWER POINT TECHNICIANS  advance the ppt 
slides and the pre-service announcements.  Anyone 
with basic computer skills will find this a good way to 
serve.  Contact Kim Graul because she needs you 
(618 / 977.9670) 

 VIDEOGRAPHERS  use the HD camera to record the 
worship services for online and other use.  At this 
time, we will continue doing videos from the balcony.  
Call Dennis Wetzler (618 / 972.0394) 

 LITURGISTS  read the Scriptures and assist in the 
prayers and other parts of the liturgy for Sunday 
services.  John Hinkle is the coordinator (618 / 
558.7359) 

You can sign up for more than one task.  We will make 
every effort to avoid scheduling conflicts, including choir 
members, but with separate coordinators, they will occur.  
It would be simplest if you make adjustments as needed. 

Name: _______________________________________ 

Phone: ______________________________________ 
 

OfficeMgr
Highlight
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SUMMER ANTHEMS 

Our church is blessed with so 
many talented individuals and we 
would love for that talent to be 
shared in the upcoming summer 
months.  Summer is only a few 
months away and we will need of 
individuals or ensembles 
performing anthems for the 
various Sundays throughout 
June, July, August, and early 
September. Are you interested in using your talent to 
praise the Lord and perform an anthem in church this 
summer?  If you are, or know some one that would be 
interested in performing an anthem, please contact 
Andrew Renth in person, via email at 
arenth@hotmail.com, or by phone at 618-402-2500.  I 

appreciate your time and consideration.  Thank you. 
 
 
 
 

UPPER ROOM DAILY DEVOTIONS 

The regular MARCH-APRIL UPPER ROOM  daily 
devotion booklets are available on Sundays in the 
Gathering Area and during the week in the Elevator 
Lobby. 
 
 
 
 

YOUR LEADERSHIP IS NEEDED 
BUILDING AND GROUNDS MINISTRY 

Our Building and Grounds Ministry leadership team does 
some maintenance and repair work, but is also needed to 

make knowledgeable 
decisions and hire 
outside firms for 
issues related to our 
property (e.g. 
insurance, boiler, 
custodial, land-
scaping, computer 
and office equipment, 
sound and video 

equipment, furnishings, renovations and updates, etc.)  
Contact Director David Miller (618 / 803.2586) to use your 
skills through our church. 
 
 
 
 
 

          EASTER FLOWER CROSS 

Please don’t forget!  Bring flowers for the Flower 
Cross on Easter Sunday to any of the services! 

ANOTHER CAR PARADE WED, APRIL 7 

Hello from the Fellowship Ministry. 

Our February CAR PARADE TO THE 
FOOD PANTRY was another 
success, having the most participants 
yet!  We had 14 cars, with upwards of 
400 food items donated.  

Meet at the church parking lot to start the parade at 5:00 
pm. 

All donations are welcome, but we are focusing on 
providing items on their Amazon Wish List.   Search for 
Amazon Customer Mascoutah Food Pantry 2021, please 
mark your calendars, and come join us.  If anyone is 
unable to attend but would like to donate, please contact 
Dreaux Barnes at 678 / 770.6382. 

Thank you and God bless you!  Respectfully, 
 
 

Dreaux and Becky Barnes 
Director of Fellowship Ministry 

 
 
 
 

MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP 

WE MEET EACH 
WEDNESDAY IN 

FELLOWSHIP HALL FROM 
6:00-6:30.  WE’LL HAVE 

FUN AND FAITH!  THIS IS 
OPEN TO ALL 6TH, 7TH AND 

8TH GRADERS! 

Our next Middle School Youth event is April 11 at 
SKYZONE!  Meet 
in the church 
parking lot by 1:00.  
Bring $15 for a 2 
hour jump.  Church 
will pay rest of $24 fee.  Don’t forget to bring your Sky 
Socks.  If you don’t have them, they are $4.  Bring money 
if you want to do anything else while there.  We’ll be back 
around 4:00.  →Please let Rachael know that you are 
coming and if you need a ride.   
 
 
 
 

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP 

Join us for our Feast of Friends 
event on April 10 or the Tab Top 
event on May 1!  See more 
information in the newsletter.   

Also, watch your mailbox for spring activities from 
Rachael!  Questions or suggestions?  Please contact her! 

mailto:arenth@hotmail.com
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FUN EVENTS FOR “YOUNG” ADULTS 

FEAST OF FRIENDS is going bowling! 

This group is for families, but all are welcome! 

Saturday, April 10 

3:00-5:00 

Mascoutah 

Bowling Alley 

$10 a person 

includes 2 games, shoe rental, 

fountain drinks and church will  

provide some pizza 

Rachael MUST have your RSVP by April 8.  

Please join us! 

THEOLOGY ON TAP is going out to eat! 

Papa Vito’s 
Friday, April 30   

at  6:00 pm  
318 E. Washington  

Street  Belleville 

Adults only 

Please RSVP to Rachael by April 28! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

FEBRUARY 2021 
Financial $ummary 

General Fund Receipts                    $  30,747.00 

General Fund Expenses                     $  30,760.00 

Receipts minus Expenses                  $        -13.00 

Receipts minus Expenses                 $ -16,033.00 
              (Year to Date)  

Cheerful giving comes from a 

Christ-filled heart 

 
 
 
 
 

MASCOUTAH FOOD PANTRY 
NEEDS FOR APRIL 

Sauerkraut, Spinach/Greens, Chicken  
Helper, Bisquick, Cookie Mix,  
Canned Beef Stew, AuGratin 
Potatoes, Spam, Cooking Oil  
Canned Sloppy Joe Mix, 

Thank you for your kindness and generosity. 

DROP ITEMS OFF AT THE FOOD PANTRY  
Tuesdays or Saturdays. 10 am-12  pm. or LEAVE 
THEM IN THE BIN IN THE ELEVATOR LOBBY or 
join us in our MARCH 3 “CAR PARADE.” 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH WILL CONTINUE 
EACH SUNDAY IN APRIL  

DURING BOTH SERVICES! 

After the Children’s Message, children will go with 
Rachael and Helene to 
Fireside for a lesson, game, 
craft and fun!  Please make 
sure your child has a mask.  
Pick up will be in Fireside.  If 
you have any questions, 
please contact Rachael.  
Hope to see you there!!!  
 
 
 

YOUR VIDEO WITNESS 
TO PROCLAIM JESUS AND 

HIGHLIGHT ST. JOHN CHURCH 

The Evangelism and Church Growth Ministry would like 
to create a video that gives members' stories about why 
they choose to belong to St. 
John.  We are asking for a very 
short piece that will either be 
recorded or simply shown in 
writing on the video.  The piece 
can be as short as a few 
sentences.   

We hope to have enough 
volunteers to be able to make a 
video to share out in the community.  Please consider 
sharing your story to show others how great our church 
family is and how wonderful the Gospel of Jesus is in our 
lives.  To share your story or for any questions, please 
email Lindsay Miller at lmillerphotography29@gmail.com. 

mailto:lmillerphotography29@gmail.com
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RACHAEL STARTS A NEW STUDY APRIL 11!  PLEASE JOIN US FOR 
“WHEN TO WALK AWAY: FINDING FREEDOM FROM TOXIC PEOPLE”  

BY GARY THOMAS. 

Here is a summary of the book: 

Your life's calling is too important to let toxic people take 
it away. When to Walk Away draws from biblical and 
modern stories to equip you to handle toxic people in 
your life and live true to your God-given purpose.  

As Christians, we often feel the guilt and 
responsibility of meeting the needs of 
unhealthy people in our lives. Whether a 
sibling, parent, spouse, coworker, or 
friend, toxic people frequently seek to 
frustrate our life's calling. While you're 
seeking first God's kingdom, they're 
seeking first to distract your focus and 
delay your work.  

Instead of attempting the impossible task 
of mollifying toxic people, it's time we 
dedicate our energy to the only worthwhile 
effort: completing the work God has given 
us by investing in reliable people. It's only 
when we learn to say no to bad patterns 
that we can say yes to the good work God 
has planned for us.  

Drawing from years serving as a pastor, Gary Thomas 
(bestselling author of Sacred Marriage) looks at biblical 
examples from the lives of Jesus, Paul, and Nehemiah to 
give you insightful, biblical takeaways that you can apply 
right away. You'll discover how to: 

• Learn the difference between difficult 
people and toxic people 

• Find refuge in God when you feel under 
attack 

• Discern when to walk away from a toxic 
situation 

• Keep a tender heart even in unhealthy 
relationships 

• Grow your inner strength and invest in 
reliable people 

 
We can't let others steal our joy or our 
mission. It's time to strengthen our defense, 
learn to set healthy boundaries, and focus on 
our God-given purpose. It's time to 
know When to Walk Away. 

 →Class starts April 11 and will meet each Sunday from 9:15-10:15 in the Library.  Our last class will be May 16.  It’s 
ok if you can’t attend each week!  Join us when you can! 

We will watch a 20 minute video and have discussion.  There will not be a book to read for this class.  (The book is available 
if you wanted to further your study!)  If you are interested in joining the class, please let Rachael know.  Also, please watch 
the weekly church bulletin for more information, dates and times of the class.  Hope you can join us!  
 
 
 

SAVE THE DATES FOR IN PERSON  

VACATION 
BIBLE SCHOOL 

THIS SUMMER!!! 

JUNE 21-25, 2021 

More information available soon! 
*Please pray for the VBS 

Coordinators, Volunteers  
                                                                                         and Kids!* 
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Rachael’s Repor 

Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 
Jesus answered him, “I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise.”    Luke 23:42 

This is one of my favorite parts of the Easter story.  The tomb empty?  Jesus is alive?  It’s a miracle!  Such great parts 
of the story!  But the story of the thief is one that I also need to hear each year.  

The thief hanging beside Jesus has done many wrong things.  He knows it. 
He admits it.  He’s looking at Jesus, about to die and asks Jesus to re- 
member him.  Just like Joseph asked the chief cupbearer to remember  
him in Genesis 40.  God remembers Noah in Genesis 8, God remembers  
Abraham in Genesis 19 and God remembers Rachel in Genesis 30.  If God 
and Jesus remembered them, do you think we are any different? 

God sent his son to die for us because he loved us that much.  Jesus died  
on the cross because he loved us that much.  God and Jesus know us and 
remember us. 

In this Easter season, know that you are KNOWN and LOVED! 

  Easter Blessings, 

My cell # (618) 719-9702 Rachael ☺  
My email: rachael.bearth@gmail.com  

 
 

17TH ANNUAL TAB TOP PANDEMONIUM 

Did you know we collect tab tops and keys year-round?  We have a BUNCH!  It’s time to drop 
off our huge collection of tabs and keys on Saturday, May 1!  Want to caravan with the Bearth 
family? We will meet at church at 9:30 to load up our donations and dri ve to the Park Avenue 
Ronald McDonald House (3450 Park Avenue, St. Louis).  We should be home around 11:00 that 
morning.  Please let Rachael know if you’d like to join in on the fun!  
 

 
 
 

ST. JOHN OVER 80’s BIRTHDAY CLUB (APRIL) 

April 9 Betty Long 83 years 1227 Winding Oaks Lane, Mascoutah 
 10 Jack Klopmeyer 89 years 504 N. Jefferson 
 11 Norm Engelman 83 years 10655 Fournie Lane 
 16 Violet Welzbacher 89 years 449 S. Railway 
 16 Kathryn Ganschinietz 88 years 105 St. Christopher Court 
 21 Kathy Morio 81 years 301 W. Poplar 
 30 Gladys Seering 85 years 179 St. Christopher Court 
 
 

SPECIAL KNOWN WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES (APRIL) 

April 9 Chip and Melinda Etling Jr. 27 years 
 12 Tom and Cathy Klingelhoefer 46 years 
 13 Christopher and Kelly Wambold 25 years 
 16 Russell and Kathleen Renth 38 years 
 17 Brian and Tiffany Sherman 22 years 
 17 Dennis and Christine Schuetz 28 years 
 24 Jane and Don Grodeon 45 years 
 26 Bob and Katie Nelson 46 years 

(Are we missing your birthday or anniversary from this listing?  We publish birthdays of 80 and over and wedding 
anniversaries of 20 years or more.  Please let the church office know so we can update our records.  Thank you! 

mailto:rachael.bearth@gmail.com
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TAKING TIME FOR WORSHIP AND THE 
WORD  --  VIDEOS PROVIDED WEEKLY 

LET’S KEEP REACHING OUT TO OTHERS by phone, 
video conference, cards, etc. and to meet any needs.  No 
one should be kept isolated!  As a church family, we need 
to be here for each other and for those near us. 

MEANWHILE, PLEASE TAKE TIME FOR WORSHIP 
USING THE WEEKLY VIDEOS  edited 
by Maddie Donovan and now including 
hymns, children’s message, church 
bells, anthem, as well as the Word and 
Prayer. 

WORSHIP VIDEOS ARE POSTED ON 
THREE SITES— 
1. our church website     www.saintjohnucc.org  
2. our church Facebook page 
 https://www.facebook.com/StJohnUCCMascoutah/ 
3. our church’s YouTube channel   www.youtube 
 (search for St. John UCC Mascoutah) 
 
 
 

DEATHS 

Florence Wagner, 94, of Mascoutah, 
passed away on Saturday, February 
27 at her daughter’s home. She is the 
grandmother of Tina Johnson. 

A funeral service was held on Friday, 
March 5 at Moll Funeral Home with burial at Resurrection 
Cemetery in New Baden IL. 

Brett Worsham, 30, of Mascoutah, passed away March 
7th at St. Louis University Hospital.  Brett is survived by 
his two children, Dexter and Luna; his “dad”, Steve 
Thompson; two brothers, Andrew and Kyle Thompson; 
and a sister, Amy Komrska.  A celebration of his life 
service will be held at a later date. 

Albert Surmeier,  82, of Mascoutah, passed away March 
17, 2021.  He was the brother of John (Carolyn) Surmeier.  
A funeral mass was held on Monday, March 22, 2021 at 
Holy Childhood Catholic Church with Father Paul 
Wienhoff celebrating.  Cremation followed. 

Jerry Caliper, 77, of Mascoutah, passed away Saturday, 
March 20, at home.  Jerry is survived by his wife, Rhuann; 
two children, Natae (Steve) Bugg and Jared (Jewels) 
Caliper; four grandchildren; brother-in-law, Don (Barb) 
Tolliver; nieces and nephews and many cousins.  A 
memorial celebration was held on Saturday, March 27 at 
Moll Funeral Home with The Rev. Hugh Fitz officiating. 
Interment of cremains followed in Mascoutah City 
Cemetery. 
 

MEMORIALS RECEIVED 
IN LOVING MEMORY OF… 

Rich Joellenbeck by Susie Renth and family 

WEDDINGS 

Logan Wager and Abby Benner were 
married Saturday, March 21 at Windows 
on Washington in St. Louis.   

May God bless their vows of faithfulness 
and love throughout the years ahead. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

MASCOUTAH WEEKEND MEALS 
UPDATE 

We are averaging around 110 bags of meals each month 
for kids in the 5 Mascoutah Schools.  We have been able 
to give each bag a 
$10 voucher for 
groceries at Tom’s 
and a larger amount 
of food items.  We 
plan to continue this 
process!   
Due to our limitations, we are not allowing as many people 
to pack each month and are doing more of a reservation 
system to pack.  We are unable to pack at the Middle 
School for now and are packing in Fellowship Hall.  
Thanks goes to Gene for helping with this! 

We are not collecting food donations at this time but are 
accepting financial donations.  Checks are written to 
“Mascoutah Weekend Meals” and can be given or sent to 
Rachael Bearth at church.  We are ordering with Mike 
Klein from Tom’s, which has been immensely helpful in 
finding all of our needed food items. 

Join us for our last 2 packing dates of the school year!  
Contact Rachael for more information! 

We are so grateful for all of your support of this program 
over the years!  Thank you!!! 

Rachael Bearth, 

Vice-President of Mascoutah Weekend Meals 
 
 
 
 
 

SENIOR CENTER NEEDS HELP 

Can you help the Mascoutah Senior Center? The staff is 
looking for-- 

• additional drivers for the Meals on Wheels 
program as well as substitute drivers.  

• some kitchen help and substitutes to help prepare 
the meals.  

With the pandemic, the cooks are preparing a lot more 
meals. Call Therese Saunders or Katie Stein at 566-8758. 

http://www.saintjohnucc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/StJohnUCCMascoutah/
http://www.youtube/
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SICK AND/OR HOSPITALIZED 

Those who are ill appreciate your prayers.  If you have opportunity to visit (being sensitive to the specific 
situation) those who are hospitalized, it will help them feel that they are part of our caring church family.  
We are signs of God’s presence and peace in Christ for one another. 

Below is our current prayer list. Many of these were hospitalized, injured, or reported ill and we pray for 
God’s comfort, strength, and healing for all: 

Rod Cook, Darryl Seering, Rick Schrempp, The families of Jerry Caliper, Albert Surmeier, Florence Wagner and Brett Worsham; the Covid-
19 pandemic and all affected; Russ Wilhelm, Tascia Hatch, Janis Beimfohr, Judy Watschinger, Tom Denny, Nick Dickhaut, Harry Friederich, 
Kim Dickhaut, Jack Weyant, Dennis Etling, Colleen Corelle, Cameron Callico, Tony Ellett, Kathyrn Cook, Mary Jane Korte, Eunice Wahl, Matt 

Riester, Mary Richter, Nancy Endrijaitis, Carrie Knipp, Bob Welker, Rich Dawson, Gina, Melissa, Pr. Bill Causer, Sarah Herndon, John Long, Mary Ann Krummrich, 
Barbara Hill, Kari Rhoderick, Carla Weiss, Shorty Groff, Dorothy Renth, Elsie Kebel, Christine Braunseis, Kent Snyder, Douglas Habbe, Shelly Rehkemper, Tim and 
Sandy Ritter, Kris Fricke, Myron Potthast, Grayson Roemer, Joann Manning, Jean Ann Manning, Stan Mehosky, Ivan Mehosky, Ryan, Rick Pullen, Debbie Woodrum, 
Everett Laird, Sharon Fournie, Judy Kautz, Charlie Knoth, Rylie McLeod, Fred Davis, Linda Shofner, Alexandra Green, Skye and Savannah Baker, Helen Friederich, 
Maren Poettker, Adam Shofner, Barbara Emig, Mark Wilhelm, Tiffany Sherman, Cindy Cahill, Camryn Belcher, Patricia Voss, Carol Seal, John Venarsky, Ray Carr, 
Diana Walker, Julia Burgard, David Endsley, Sunny Comer, Lou Schubert, Robert Schlecht, Kelle Schmidtke, Chris Sauerhage, Chuck Ridge, Debbie Hoercher, 
Rosemary Cooper, Rita Wilhelm, Alivia, Alice Bushue, Doris Sailer, Larry Bell, Gary Vielweber, Kent Barber, Jackson Cruthis, Sandy Bloos,  Peyton, Nora and Owen 
Larson, Danette Barttelbort, Brian Moll, Wanda Sigman, Matthew, Brian Dawson, Lonnie Ostrom, Lisa Fredrick, Randy Clover, Jaclyn Danner, Linda Eckerman, Alan 
Snowden, Crystal Huber, Greg Weber, Joshua, congregations with conflict or pastoral vacancies, Heather Ploesser, Michelle Detering, Margaret Oltmann, Barbara 
Farrero, Andy Kuehn  

In addition, the following persons are in nursing care/retirement/assisted living center facilities.  St. John Family – 
visit these folks as you are able, pray for them, and assist them and their families as you can.  If you have an hour or two, 
why not visit them – they appreciate the visits. 

Nursing Homes and Rehab Centers 

Marka Nursing Home, 201 S. 10th Street – Esther Grodeon, Elsie 
Kebel 

Assisted Living Centers: 

Assisted Living at Silver Creek, 1227 Winding Oaks Lane, 
Mascoutah– Dorothy Schrempp, Betty Long 

Avalon Memory Care Center, 750 N. Greenville Ave #6, Allen TX 
75013 - Laverne Bischoff 

Brightly Assisted Living, 649 Legacy Place Mascoutah – Eunice 
Wahl, # 122; Charlene Underwood # 17, Keith and Donna 
Grodeon # 114 

Cedarhurst of Shiloh, 429 S. Main Street, Shiloh IL  62269 – Terry 
Kissel 

Morningside of Shiloh - Room 202, 1201 Hartman Lane, Shiloh IL 
62221–Betty Wager 

Oak Hill, 623 Hamacher St. # 210, Waterloo IL  62298—Janet 
Heberer 

Homebound Persons 

Some of these folks get out and to church on occasion but are 
limited.  Please keep in touch with them. 

Barbara Emig 

Bob and Kathryn Ganschinietz 

Barbara Hill (Michigan) 

Warren and Bobbie Klingel 

Mary Ann Krummrich 

Marilyn Lamb 

Mary Richter 

Judy Watschinger 

Ruby and Loraine Yarber 

Clarence Vogel 

Jeanette Zinck 

Peg Ratliff 

Patricia Schroeder 

IF THERE ARE OTHERS, please let the church office and Pastor know – our goal is to resume providing a DVD of the 
Sunday services and visits with Communion. Meanwhile, if possible, steer them to the website and Facebook for a weekly 
video of worship (Service of the Word and Prayer). 
 

 
 

ARE YOU TWO+2 ? 

See page 4 of this newsletter for a word of explanation! 
 
 

SCHEDULE FOR MEALS ON WHEELS 

April 1 East- West-Linda Juenger                        Third- 
 8 East-Jack Klopmeyer                  West-Charlotte Schifferdecker  Third-Treva Carr/Rhuann Caliper 
 15 East-Tom & Cathy Klingelhoefer  West-Dan Dietz                  Third- 
  22 East-Treva Carr/Rhuann Caliper               West-Sue Wagner              Third-Rosie Taylor/Sue Nichols 
 29 East-Judy Kraske West-Gene & Cathy Engelman Third-John Surmeier 



 

HAVE YOU DROPPED YOUR LANDLINE? 

If you now use only your cell phone, please provide the 
phone number to the church office (if you prefer it remain 
unpublished, please indicate).  We are trying to keep our 
database (information) updated.  Thanks for your help. 
 
 
 

KEEP INFORMED 

KEEPING YOU POSTED with up 
to date information about our 
church life and ministry 
opportunities.  Please check 
frequently.  Our Facebook pages 
are open but you are also encouraged to join our group: 

www.facebook.com/StJohnUCCMascoutah 
 
 
 

REMINDERS FROM OUR CHURCH BYLAWS 

THE CHURCH BYLAWS speak to those who are members of our church either by confirmation or other means.  If anyone 
is no longer willing to keep their commitments, they are encouraged to transfer to another church (perhaps closer to their 
new home?) or to let St. John know that they wish to be removed from membership.  We welcome everyone, however, no 
matter where they are on their spiritual journey or where they now live, to come home and share the Good News of Jesus 
with us.  We hope that those who no longer feeling connected would find a church family where they can be spiritual 
nourished and feel at home (and not simply dropping out of church completely).  We are also willing to continue sending 
the newsletter to those who wish to receive it (preferably by email to avoid postage and paper expenses).   

ARTICLE II  DUTIES OF MEMBERS 

Section A  Responsibilities of Members 

All members are to make a faithful effort to be active in 

the Church for the glory of God and the uplift of all 

people.  This includes: 

▪ weekly attendance at Divine Worship and regular 

receiving of Holy Communion; 

▪ faithful use of the Holy Scriptures; 

▪ fervent prayer for the wellbeing of the Church; 

▪ daily devotions in the home; 

▪ training in true Christian living; 

▪ generous regular financial and moral support of the 

Church; 

▪ baptism, instruction, and confirmation of children; 

▪ obedience to the church’s established law and 

authorities; 

▪ untiring zeal in bringing in the unchurched; 

▪ a spirit of Christian fellowship towards all members; 

and 

▪ participating in the various Ministries or 

organizations of the Church. 

 

 

Section B  Church Discipline 

If a member is guilty of misconduct, of bringing reproach 

on the Church or of being absent from public worship 

or Holy Communion for a year, such conduct shall be 

deemed worthy of correction and the individual shall be 

admonished by the Pastor and / or the Spiritual Life 

Ministry in order to encourage spiritual renewal in the 

individual. (Mathew 18:15-30) 

In the case of absenteeism or total lack of financial 

support, the individual will be reminded during the 

second year of his or her spiritual obligations.  If after 

two years, there is no sign of spiritual renewal, the 

individual may be removed from membership at the 

discretion of the Church Council. 

 

Section C   Release from Membership 

Members who have permanently moved away shall be 

urged by the Pastor to unite with another congregation as 

soon as possible. 

If any member of the Congregation unites with another 

Congregation without a Letter of Transfer, that individual 

shall be removed from membership by the Church 

Council. 
 
 
 
 
 

PLAN AHEAD FOR 

CONFIRMATION  will be at a special service on Sunday, 
May 2nd at 12:00 pm.  However, everyone (not just family 
members) is invited to attend this service as we celebrate 
the faith promises of these young adults. 
 

 
 
 

WORTHY IS THE 
LAMB THAT WAS  

SLAIN, WHOSE 
BLOOD SET US FRE 

TO BE PEOPLE 
OF GOD 

http://www.facebook.com/StJohnUCCMascoutah

